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Brent Knoll Village Shop
Mother’s Day – 31st March

Cards  Flowers  Gift boxes  Chocolates
Tel: 01278 760225

Open: Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat & Sun 8am-12.30pm

GTC Services

01278 751 220
07766 913 510

Pest Control

www.gtcservices.co.uk
Pest & Vermin Control in Brent Knoll,
Burnham, Berrow & Brean since 2003
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Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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The Parish of Three Saints

St Christopher, Lympsham
Contacts

St Michael, Brent Knoll

Priest-in-Charge
We are now in a period of Interregnum please
therefore contact Church office for any enquiries
Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter

Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ
Tel 01278 769082
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com
Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk
Churchwardens
St Christopher’s, Lympsham
Gwen Hatton 01934 750416 / gwenhatton@gmail.com
St Mary’s, East Brent
Kathy Quinnell 01278 760031 /kathyquinnell10@gmail.com
St Michael’s, Brent Knoll
Frances James 01278 760287
Mike Smith 01278 760691 / mjbsmith87@gmail.com

Church Treasurer – Jim Hanmer

01934 750076 / j.hanmer@btinternet.com

PCC Secretary – Mrs Carole Carter

01278 769082 / office.tpots@gmail.com

.

Baptisms
To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org

Weddings
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates
and times, also talk with you about the qualifying
connection you must have with the Parish and to take your
contact details.
You will then be contacted to arrange a mutually convenient
time to meet to discuss your commitment and requirements.
Please also see Church of England website for more
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org

Funerals
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Church
Administrator to arrange your requirements.
*******************

Visit our website –
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Services for March 2019

Service
3rd March
Worship of the Word
Sunday next before Lent Parish Eucharist
10th March
Worship of the Word
Lent 1
Parish Eucharist
17th March
Worship of the Word
Lent 2
Parish Eucharist
24th March
Worship of the Word
Lent 3
Parish Eucharist
Evening Prayer
31st March
Mothering Sunday
Parish Eucharist

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota
10th March
17th March
24th March
31st March

St Mary, East Brent

8.00am
10.00am
6.30pm
8.00am

Time
8.00am
10.00am
8.00am
10.00am
8.00am
10.00am
8.00am
10.00am
6.30pm

Church
St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Mary’s East Brent
St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Mary’s East Brent
St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll

10.00am

St. Michael’s Brent Knoll

Sally Wingate
John Harper & Margaret Smith
Ged Keele
Tim & Jane Hannah

Brent Knoll Village Shop

It is such a kind and generous offer by Caroline’s friends, to give their time; to help
run our valuable village shop, while Caroline is unwell.
So we must all use the shop, as we don’t want these kind people, standing about idle!
Get well soon Caroline X.
SW
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com)
Minister

Revd. Steve Bennett

At the time of writing, two weeks after we had snow, the sun is shining and the temperature
has gone up by 10 degrees. I’m cautious in my optimism as I remember saying the same
thing last year when my comments that Spring had definitely arrived were quickly followed
by “The Beast From The East”. But the days are definitely getting longer, and driving
through Brent Knoll last Sunday, I couldn’t help but feel uplifted by the daffodils popping up
along the road. So with that in mind, we have set a date for our Spring coffee and sale
morning, which will be held on May the 4th (or “Star Wars Day” as we were reminded by our
minister – I’ll leave you to work that out). All proceeds from this morning will be going
towards church funds.
For those of you who regularly visit our church, I’m sure you will have noticed the ever
increasing amount of damp towards the back of our building. We have already had
surveyors take an initial look but will need to carry out a survey in order to ascertain the
exact source of the damp. It’s a problem which affects so many older buildings but we are
hoping that we will be able to get this sorted in order to keep our building up to scratch so
that it may continue to be used by worshippers and other community groups within the
village.
Lent begins this month on 6th March, a time of reflection and preparation before the
celebrations of Easter. Our Mothering Sunday service on 31st March will be taken by our
own minister, Rev Steve Bennett. It will be very much a time for all the family, so do come
along as, as always, all are welcome in our church.
From all of us at Brent Knoll, we wish you peace and every blessing during this holy season.
God bless.
Rosemary Krull

Preachers for March at 10.30am

3rd March
10th March
17th March
24th March
31st March

Toddlers

:
:
:
:
:

Rev Jim McKnight (Holy Communion)
Mrs Heather Gale
Mrs Joyce Pipet
Mrs Linda Patient
Rev Steve Bennett (Mothering Sunday)

What an utter joy it was to see Jacob back at Toddlers now his leg is ‘on the mend’ we have been missing his constant laughter and smiles. We are also delighted to
welcome Lacey, Sarah and Leo, new to the group, and hope they will have lots of
fun with us.
On 5th March, we will be celebrating World Book Day when the children have the
opportunity to dress up as one of their favourite book characters. There will be World Book
Day tokens for each child, which can be swapped for one of the specially produced books
such as ‘Ten Little Bookworms’ or ‘Claude Best in Show’ or put towards a book of their own
choosing.
World Book Day is a charity dedicated to encouraging children to explore the pleasure of
books and is designated by UNESCO as a worldwide celebration of reading taking place in
over 100 countries around the world.
We can't wait to see the toddlers dressed up in their book character costumes!
Jane

Brent Knoll School

Congratulations to Brent Knoll Primary School, on their achievement of being in the top 1%
of all Primary schools in England.
Well done all of you.
SW
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Basic pet obedience, Rally
obedience, Agility, Flyball,
Heelwork to music and fun
classes.
Behavioural problems a
speciality.

Call now for a free no
obligation quote
We will aim to beat
all written quotes

©

Part P Qualified
th

17 Edition
Inspection & Testing
Fully Insured

Registered

Supplier of NaturesmenuTM
raw meats.
For further details phone:

01278 760 477

  

24 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset



The simple reason is Kingfisher supplies high
quality windows at competitive prices. It’s
always difficult, as a school, having to find at
least three quotes from contractors we would
be happy to deal with and the school governors
would approve. We never know what we’re going
to get until the job is done...it’s been reassuring
to have a customer service we know we can rely
on. Always a friendly and helpful service from
everyone we’ve dealt with.”
- Paul Hellend, Berrow School
8 Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent
Near Highbridge,
TA9 4JN
Tel 01278 760616
hello@thekingfisherfamily.com

14a Broad Street
Wells,
BA5 2DN
Tel 01749 671431
www.thekingfisherfamily.com
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Kenny Gordon and Son
– Plant Hire.
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GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK AND FIELD FENCING. TM
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ofNaturesmenu
NaturesmenuTM
Supplier
Supplier
of
EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS, HORSE
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www.Kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
For
For
further
details
phone:



 




 


01278760
760477
477
01278
01278
760
477

Tel: 01278 760642 / 07885 251697 / 07591 029484
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Brent Knoll Parish Council
Meeting Summary – February 2019

Meeting Attendance: 9 Councillors; Clerk Owen Cullwick and 3 members of the public.
Minutes of the January meeting.

The Minutes of the 9th January meeting were approved as true and accurate reflections of that meeting.

Declarations of Pecuniary, Prejudicial and Personal interest declared as follows:-

Cllr Filmer declared a personal interest on matters relating to Sedgemoor and County as the elected
Councillor for the District and the County. Cllr R Filmer declared a prejudicial Interest on application
07/19/00003 as a neighbour and an interest to avoid pre-determination as a member of the District
Planning Authority on the other planning matters on the agenda. Cllr C Townsend Prejudicial Interest on
planning application 07/19/00004 as a friend; Cllr D Knott on prejudicial interest on application
07/18/00041 as a neighbour.

Planning Considerations

Cllr R Filmer left the meeting having declared an interest.
07/18/00034: Erection of stable block and improvements to existing access on land to the north of
Mulberry House West Road Brent Knoll.
Response: The Parish Council objected to this application due to lack of a defined drainage scheme.
07/18/00040: Erection of a log building with plant room and formation of indoor swimming pool
(revised application) on land at Mulberry House West Road Brent Knoll Somerset.
Response: The Parish Council made no observations to this application.
Cllr D Knott Left the room having declared a Prejudicial interest.
07/18/00041: Erection of a single storey extension to rear (North East) elevation at 52, Brent Street
Brent Knoll Somerset TA9 4DT.
Response: Support Unanimous on the grounds of improvement. Cllr D Knott returned to the meeting
07/19/00001: Change of use of land to residential garden and the erection of 1.8m high fence at
Tamarisk House Burton Row Brent Knoll Somerset TA9 4BW.
Response: Support unanimous on the grounds of improved amenity.
07/19/00002: Construction of all-weather equestrian arena, fence and extension to concrete yard at
152, Brent Street Brent Knoll TA9 4BE.
Response: The Parish Council objected to this application on the grounds of poor location, (proximity to
neighbour with impact on privacy) the negative impact on the character of the area and the visual
domination of the proposal.
07/19/00003: Erection of multipurpose agriculture building on land to the North East of 44, Brent Street
Brent Knoll Somerset TA9 4DT.
Response: The Parish Council supported this application by a majority on the grounds of supporting
agriculture. Cllr Townsend Left the room having declared a Prejudicial Interest.
07/19/00004: Erection of a single storey extension on rear (south west) elevation and a single storey
detached garage to the rear (existing garage to be demolished) levelling of front garden area to provide
disabled access at 92, Brent Street Brent Knoll, TA9 4EQ.
Response: The Parish Council supported this application on the grounds of improvement to property
that allows better amenity for a disabled person at the property.
Cllrs Townsend and Cllr R Filmer returned to the meeting.

Key Matters agreed, and resolutions approved:-

1. Instigate a request for white lining outside 101 Brent street to assist disabled resident (PCSO
to be contacted).
2. Request GB Sports to quote for outstanding items on play equipment.
3. Wick Lane: Crumbling edges to road to be reported.
4. Ongoing concerns on Pot Holes outside of the Tennis Courts Brent Street.
5. Letter to Hayley engineering with concerns over heavy lorries using Brent Street. Cont. P8

8
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Brent Knoll Parish Council
Meeting Summary – February Continued

6. Future review of Dog Bin and general rubbish bin placement in the village.
7. Toilet Block now underway for refurbishment using waterless urinals.
8. Bill Hancock from Burnham town Council and James Heappey MP to be invited to speak at
the Parish Meeting on 18th April.
9. CPR Training to be re visited during 2019 in the village.
10. Further work to establish a suitable upgraded SID for the village ongoing.

Finance Matters.

All Payments as listed on the agenda were approved unanimously.
Full copy of the minutes is available on the website, and also from the Clerk.

Forthcoming meetings.

Next main meeting Wednesday March 6th, 7pm for the public session, followed by the main meeting
of the Parish Council. Parish Surgery for anyone to visit the Parish Council with local issues. This will
be at 4.30pm-6pm.
Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Tel 07917 445 215

Let Him look at you

The other day, someone was speaking about visiting with her elderly mum. She was
telling us that, whenever she visited, she would offer to do any jobs that might be needed
and beyond her mum’s reach. Her mum’s response was to say: “Just sit down and let
me look at you”. I’ve been thinking about that conversation ever since.
What a wonderful thing to say to your child. “Just sit down and let me look at you”.
She was sharing this vignette, a year after her mum’s death. There are no more
opportunities for her mum to ‘sit and look at her’. How glad she is that she took the time
while her mum was alive.
I wonder if I can say the same. Have I made time for the things that really matter or am I
so focused on the tasks at hand that I forget the need for space to develop relationships?
I have a sense that this isn’t just about the people who matter to me but also that it may
be Jesus speaking to me as well. “Just sit down and let me look at you”.
The story of Mary and Martha opening up their home to Jesus in hospitality perhaps
reminds us most of the priority of spending time in the presence of Jesus. Martha
complains at Mary’s lack of support in helping with the household jobs. Jesus response
is to suggest that Martha has become so distracted with the ‘tasks’ of hospitality that she
has missed the point of what welcome and relationship is.
We often think of this story as being about Mary and Martha’s priorities. Which is of
greater significance? Our attitude of service or that of spiritual exploration? However I’m
wondering if Jesus was saying something more. “Just sit down and let me look at you”.
What would Jesus see if He looked at you? How does He look at you?
March 8th is International Women’s Day, often an opportunity to remind us that society’s
way of looking at women has changed over the years. The Me Too movement has
revealed some of the ways in which women have been objectified resulting in forms of
abuse. Alongside that growing realisation, we are increasingly aware that many women
and men feel a sense of dissatisfaction with how they look and can find their mental
health affected as a result. Many of us find another person looking at us, uncomfortable.
I’d like to suggest that we might hear these words, “just sit down and let me look at you”,
as an invitation from Jesus to spend time under his gaze this week. Not as a means of
incurring shame but rather to receive the look of love that he so wants us to see.
The Right Revd Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton


MBCha Mssch Itec Hons MGCP



   
  
 

 

     
 

   


Home Visiting Service

 

  

HPC Registered

Adam Popham
Director

A M P Electrical (SW) Ltd
Domestic/Commercial/Agicultural
local Electrical contractor
All aspects of electrical work
undertaken in a courteous, friendly
and professional manner

Mark, Somerset,

07738221754

A professional,
A
professional, caring
caring and
and friendly
friendly
veterinary
service
for
your
veterinary service for your pet.
pet.
We can offer you and your pet:
We can offer you and your pet:
24 hour on-site emergency service
24 hour on-site emergency service
24 hour on-site nursing care
24 hour on-site nursing care
Key hole minimally invasive surgery
Modern facilities and equipment

Large car park with disabled access
Large car park with disabled access
Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm
Open weekdays from 8.30am-6pm
Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm
Open Saturdays from 8.30am-12pm

Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794
Manor Gardens, Berrow Road, Burnham-On-Sea, TA8 2ET tel: 01278 794794
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592
Also at: The Veterinary Surgery, Showground Road, Bridgwater, TA6 6AJ tel: 01278 451592
email: admin@blakevets.co.uk
email: admin@blakevets.co.uk

Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk
Find out more about us at www.blakevets.co.uk
Consultations by appointment only.
Consultations by appointment only.

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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Did you know…

N OW O PEN

Sedgemoor District Council fund
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ONLY
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hello@retreat-rossholme.co.uk

Taunton,
TA4 1EU
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OPEN
EVENINGS
CAREERS &
APPRENTICESHIP EVENING
Wednesday 6 March, 6pm – 8pm
BRIDGWATER CAMPUS
Bath Road, Bridgwater TA6 4PZ

OPEN EVENING
Thursday 7 March, 6pm – 8pm
TAUNTON CAMPUS
Wellington Road, Taunton TA1 5AX

BRINGING OUT YOUR BEST | www.btc.ac.uk

Nut Tree Farm

Goat Products



         
   

Come and
us at 

 visit
 


      

The Goat
Hut
 

  

School
Lane,
Woolavington.


 

    
Or 
  

  


  
  


Brent
Knoll
Bleadon
 

 and




Farmers
Markets. 


 
 



       
Goats milk, cheese,
fudge,
  
homemade
quiche,
cheesecake




     


and soap. All made using milk




        
from 
ourown
goats.
  


07759
082 623


  Maria
 





 
FB@NutTreeFarmGoats
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Peter Dallosso

The Dallosso family express our sincere thanks for all the messages of sympathy we
received following the recent death of our father, Peter Dallosso.
Our parents Peter and Jean moved to Brent Knoll in 1984 and thoroughly enjoyed
living in the village. They joined in many activities and clubs, including the Royal
British Legion, the WI, Good Companions and Meet & Eat. Dad sat on the Parish
Council and took up bell ringing; they both won prizes at the Flower & Produce
Shows!
We are also extremely grateful for all the support given to Dad by our wonderful
neighbours and friends, after he was physically disabled by a stroke in 2015 at the
age of 90. They helped him manage to stay living at home. Dad’s life was further
enriched by attending events in the Parish Hall in his wheelchair; these gave him the
social contact and stimulation which many elderly people miss out on. Thank you to
all those fantastic people who run the monthly Bazaar, the Meet & Eat meetings, the
Annual Fête, Royal British Legion events, etc., – these events just don’t happen, they
rely on lots of planning and hard work on the day. The “Brent Knoll Community” is to
be treasured and appreciated.
Frances, Martin, Helen, Mary and Catherine

World Day of Prayer

(formerly Women’s World Day of Prayer)

Friday, 1st March
10.30am at
Burnham Methodist Church
also at
St Andrew’s Church, Bourneville
4.00pm
‘Come-everything is ready’

Prepared by the Women of Slovenia
All Welcome

The Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and Parish Hall Committee
are holding a Jumble Sale on Saturday 27th April at 10.30am.
If you have any Jumble (Clothes, Bric-a-Brac, Toys, Books, etc.)
please bring them along to the Hall on the evening of 26 th April
from 6pm or on the 27th from 9am. If you would like your items
collected, please ring Sandra on 01278 760451.
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CHELSEA FARM
CENTRE LTD

HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL,
SOMERSET TA9 4HQ
TEL: 01278 760 480
PLUGS - PLANTS - BULBS HANGING BASKETS - TUBS PERENNIALS - SHRUBS
ALL PLANTS IN THEIR
SEASON

CITROEN SPECIALISTS -

PARTS, REPAIRS, SERVICING

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES




 






    

  
 



     

   
    



Basic pet obedience, Rally
obedience, Agility, Flyball,
Heelwork to music and fun
classes.
Behavioural problems a
speciality.
Supplier of NaturesmenuTM
raw meats.
For further details phone:

01278 760 477
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2Ms Building Solution

• KENNY
Building & Landscaping
GORDON
• Property Maintenance
PLANT
HIRE
• Refurbishments & Renovations
• GENERAL
Painting GROUNDWORKS,
& Decorating PADDOCK & FIELD
FENCING.
• Wood Burner Installer
(HETAS Approved)











    

    
www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk

   
Email: 2msbuildingso1utions@gmail.com
 
Tel: 01278 760642
251 697

/ 07885




 
 
 
    



 
 


 
 
       
West
Road,
Lympsham,
Nr
Weston-s-Mare,
Somerset,
BS24
0EG

    




   


 
Counsell
Beard
B.Ost 

 Lisa

 D.O.,
 Zac
 
 
    Registered Osteopaths








   
  





 
 
   


EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS

Call Mike
180 880
/ 01278
238962
FOR07578
FURTHER
DETAILS
VISIT

Call Matt 07773 606 393





  



Holiday Home
for Happy Cats

MRS PAT PAULSON, WICKNOLL HOUSE,
BURTON ROW, BRENT KNOLL, TA9 4BX
Tel 01278 769078 - Mobile 07860 404062
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Introducing myself

Dear Friends,
My faith journey began as a child in Gloucester,
growing up in a Christian family with a
knowledge of the love of Jesus and my parents
setting an example of commitment to church and
Sunday School.
My father, Fred, was ordained when I was a
teenager and people asked if I should follow him
into the church. After due consideration, I felt my calling was to teach Chemistry and
Science, which I did, later also adding ICT, for over 30 years. It was the right vocation.
I met Chris, my wife, when she was at college in Gloucester and we married while I
was at university in Southampton. We have throughout the years always served our
local church and supported and encouraged each other in our faith. Chris was also a
teacher. She is an accredited Lay Worship Assistant, member of the Diocesan
Synod, and, among other things, a spinner, weaver and knitter.
Over the years, the discipline of regular church attendance, the Eucharist, daily
scripture reading and prayer has helped us through both joyful and painfully traumatic
times. My father’s unpleasant but dignified death, my younger daughter’s acute
mental illness, experience of injustice and other life events have all shaped our faith
and about twelve years ago I felt called to reconsider ordination. God’s timing is
perfect – this time it felt so right and I was quickly accepted and trained on The Oxford
Ministry Course at Cuddesdon, which is an exemplary microcosm of the Church of
England in its tolerance and breadth of churchmanship.
After a three-year Curacy in villages near Oxford, I moved to work as Rector in
Woolavington with Cossington and Bawdrip and have now been called to work in
TPOTS. For Chris and me it feels so right, and this has been confirmed by many
other people, including the discernment panel here. The Holy Spirit has clearly led us
to this point, and we see an exciting future ministry with you in these villages.
We have two married daughters and two grandsons, all of whom attend and serve in
their own churches.
To relax, I enjoy many activities including holidays, music (both playing and listening),
painting, walking and watching rugby. We have two cats. I still maintain a passion for
Science and stand in awe of God’s creation. God’s world is great and being stunned
into silence in His awesome presence seems to me to be a wonderful way to worship.
We are after all human beings, not human doings.
Every blessing,
Kevin

St Mary’s Handbell Ringers

St Mary’s Handbell Ringers are hoping to resume Saturday morning practices on
March 9th.
We meet at 9.30am for an hour at Ivy Hall. Anyone is welcome to come along and
give it a try – it is great fun.
You do not need to read music, the bells are all numbered and we ring by numbers.
Frances James

FRONT COVER Photos

Thanks to John Page and Nick Pennington for their photos of Snowy Brent Knoll. Bob
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The first meeting of the year for the Good Companions brought us a talk by one of our own
members, Gwyneth Bejamen. Entitled “Life on the Road”, the talk was about her varied
working life which involved more travel than I would care to make. From starting with the
BBC, which did not have a great amount of travel, to working as an instructor for a cash
register company, which had constant travel. Travel gives one the opportunity to have
interesting experiences and I am sure that Gwyneth will not mind my saying that she seems
to have had her fair share.
As usual, our ‘tea ladies’ put on a welcomed spread before sending me home, unusually
with a raffle prize!.
Dates for forthcoming meetings:2019
March 20th
Collectables
- Michael Lyddon
April 17th
Smugglers of the Bristol Channel - Emma Duke
AGM & Film “The Branch Line”
- Steve Russell
May 15th
We are a friendly group and welcome visitors and new members, preferably over the age of
18. We meet at 2.30pm in the Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every month. For
further information contact Karen Russell on 769 382 or Ann Robson on 760 981.
AR

WI Craft Group

We will meet at 2.30pm on Monday March 18th in the Methodist Church school room.
We are a small friendly group who like to knit or craft, chatter and have a cuppa.
We are continuing to knit hats and scarves for Mission to Seafarers, as well as blankets for
premature babies.
You don’t have to be a WI member to join us. We would love anyone who does craft of any
kind to join us, we love seeing what others are doing.
For further details please contact me on 01278 760691.
Margaret Smith

TENNIS CLUB

Whistdrive
Monday March 11th
Ivy Hall,Brent Knoll

By kind permission of Frances James

7pm start £1.50

Prizes, Raffle and Refreshments. All Welcome

Berrow Conservation Group

‘Somerset’s Brilliant Coast’
with Mark Ward, Project Manager for Somerset Wildlife Trust
Tuesday 26th March
Come and find out about
how the Wildlife Trust is
protect it over the next
Members: £1
This Photo by Unknown Author is
licensed under CC BY

7.30pm in Berrow Village Hall
our wonderful coastline and
planning to work with us to
few years.
Visitors: £3
Lesley Millard
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PETER EVERETT
Registered Osteopath
Can now be seen at the addresses below: Highbridge
Medical Centre
Pepperall Road
Highbridge
Somerset
TA9 3YA

Burnham
Medical Centre
Love Lane
Burnham-on-Sea
Somerset
TA8 1EU

01278 793223

01278 793223

Practice premises: 12 Woodborough Road,
Winscombe BS25 1AA
01934 844764
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Kathryn Talbot

Office and Secretarial Services

Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence,
dissertations, leaflets, brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists,
spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc.
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc.
Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB

Tel/Fax: 01278 760393
Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com
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Brent Knoll House Histories

European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 29

Last month I mentioned a stationmaster at Brent Knoll station who was eventually replaced
by Alice Stiling‘s new husband, Samuel J. Harvey. It was in February 1916 when John Ricketts,
who had previously been a
station master in South
Wales, sued a Mrs Glanville,
who lived in Berrow, for
damages. He claimed that
she had libelled him at least
five times, but was only
bringing the case to get the statements withdrawn; he was not interested in any money. She
claimed that the “libels” were true, except in one case.
Ricketts wife had died in 1910, then he had become ill and in 1913, was moved to Brent
Knoll. He met Alice Stiling shortly after he arrived, saw a lot of her, but became fond of a
Miss Gladys Rogers, who was Alice’s niece, and worked at the Red Cow with her. He found
her “a comely young lady” and his counsel, Mr Eames, stated that he was “rather susceptible
of feminine influence” and wanted to marry her. Alice demurred, as she thought the age
difference between them was far too great, he being 49 years old and Gladys, at the time
they met, merely 18 years old. He claimed that Alice had raised no objection. Alice said
Ricketts complained that Gladys went out with a man called Walter Ham and threatened
that, if she continued, he would blow her brains out – and his own too. Gladys, who also
reported this, said she had taken his threats seriously at first. Apparently, after Alice had
registered her anger at his continuing to see Gladys, he arranged to meet her through a letter
he sent via a charwoman, so that Alice would not see it. This was to arrange to speak with
her under her bedroom window. He said he did call up to her bedroom, but only to ask for a
match for someone in the barton outside the house (a barton being a courtyard often used as
an enclosure for poultry).
By the summer of 1914 Ricketts, now aged 50 and had, his counsel reported, “got over the
hey-day of youth,” met Mrs Glanville, the defendant, though his counsel noted, “I am not
going to reveal what a lady’s age is”! She was from Elmsett, Berrow, and apparently asked
him to visit her garden. Although he did not go then, she later gave him a “very large and
very fine apple” (reputedly weighing about 3lbs (1.36k)), whilst on the railway bridge, and
invited him once more to see her tree and garden. This time he did accept and stayed an
hour, but suggested to Mrs Glanville that he was engaged to a lady named Taylor.
Letters by Ricketts were read which stated that “I went to bed and dreamed of you” and, as
they both liked music, “I was thinking of you all the time, oh, Carmen”! There was a little
dispute about a kiss, which both admitted had taken place. Ricketts contended that she had
kissed him on his leaving one night and “I had to kiss her to protect myself. What can you do,
my Lord, if a woman insists on kissing you? You are bound to keep your face firm.” He also
explained the dreaming by suggesting that he had dreamed they were in the garden, viewing
the apples together, and that he had called her baby and Maude.
Continued on page 20
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The judge then asked whether he had read a poem about coming into the garden associated
with Maude. Ricketts was adamant that he had not intended to marry Mrs Glanville and that
he had changed his views about her because she was looking on him as her property.
She then suggested he had proposed to her, though she did not intend to sue him for breach
of promise, which she would not do even to a millionaire. She claimed that he had said he
would not trust another woman if she was unfaithful to him. He denied all of this. “She
became jealous and proposed to a young woman (Daisy Pople) that she should state that
plaintiff (Ricketts) had behaved offensively towards her. She offered the young woman a
present to do this, but the young woman declined to do anything of the sort.” In spite of this
she wrote a letter, which said that the offence had taken place with the girl (who denied it
when she was a witness) and that there was another offence with a servant at the Red Cow,
obviously implicating Gladys Rogers. She also sent postcards to Ricketts at the station,
accusing him of using foul language to a passenger, and then to the Divisional Superintendent
in Bristol reporting him for using bad language on the platform. It was this threat to his
livelihood, which caused Ricketts to take action against her – otherwise, he said, he would
have ignored it all.
Other accusations were also included in the letters Mrs Glanville sent out, including Ricketts
kissing a servant at the Berrow Hotel, behaving in such a way as to make a Mrs Cox’s husband
jealous and kissing Dorothy Morrison at the station. He then told Dorothy not to tell her
husband, but she did in fact do so, and Mrs Glanville, whom she had not previously met,
came to see her to ask her if she would give evidence in this case.
Mrs Glanville’s counsel claimed that all of the accusations were correct except for that regarding
Miss Pople and suggested that damages for that should be set at one farthing (a quarter of an
old penny). His counsel raised concerns about the honesty of Mrs Morrison’s testimony.
In summing up, the judge said that the accusations made by Mrs Glanville were obviously libels,
but if they were true then they were not libellous. It only needed to be proven that one of them
was not true for the plaintiff, John Ricketts, to receive the jury’s verdict. He spoke of the
evidence given by Mrs Morrison respecting what took place at the station and suggested they
may find she was telling the truth and that a disgraceful affair did take place at the station. He
also questioned the differing views about what took place beneath Gladys Rogers’ window.
After around an hour the jury came back and said they could not reach a verdict. It appeared
they were 11 to 1, so they were given another quarter of an hour to try and resolve their
differences, which they eventually managed to do. They brought in a verdict in favour of the
plaintiff and awarded Ricketts £3..3s..0d. The court then had to adjourn until the following
morning because the judge had left the court some time before this.
Presumably Ricketts won the case due to the fact that, at least, the story about Miss Pople
was untrue, but the damages awarded was not a great sum.
John Page

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

The next meeting of the Brent Knoll Branch of The Royal British Legion will
be held on Tuesday 5th March at the Red Cow Inn, 7.30pm.
All are welcome.
Eddie Fuller

OPEN 7 DAYS
PARKING FACILITIES

21



   
 



  




22

  



Women’s Society
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It will be so good to meet up on February 28th as we have not had a meeting since our
Christmas meal in December. I hope everyone will feel refreshed and ready to
answer all of Brian’s questions when we meet at Judy and Brian’s house, 135, Brent
Street at 8.00pm for a quiz. We do appreciate Brian’s work sorting out the questions
and being quiz master for us -thank you.
Looking further ahead, I mentioned last month that we will not meet in March but are
holding our Hot Pot Supper at 7.30pm on April 4th at Wick Farm. Later in April, on
the 25th, we meet at Ann’s for a Craft Evening with Margaret.
Please join us for any of our meetings, you would be very welcome. Further details
from Julie 751 229. Thank you.
Ann

Women’s Institute

Caron Lane of the Animal Welfare Trust gave us an interesting insight
into the work of the Trust at the February meeting. Based at Langport,
the rescue centre cares for and finds new homes for unwanted animals.
It is not only cats and dogs they take in; the farm area is home to ponies,
goats and small animals. The Trust receives no government funding and relies
entirely on support from the public.
At our meeting on Wednesday, 13th March, 2.30pm, at the Parish Hall, Ian Williamson
will take us on a journey to Nepal.
Margaret Smith won the Flower of the Month competition with a snowdrop.
JMG

Post Office Counter

For the whole month of March the Post Office Counter will close at 1.00pm
On Friday 8th March the counter will be closed for the day.
Manshu Shah (Sub postmaster Brent Knoll)
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Common birds occur commonly. So you should be able to see them easily, but I have to
admit that I have been having problems seeing some of them recently, in particular
around Brent Knoll. Many bird watchers keep lists of birds they see each year. This
keeps you on your toes and maintains interest throughout the year. My approach is
different. Twice a year I set myself the task of seeing one hundred different bird species
in a given period. It started forty years ago with one hundred birds in May, which is a
splendid month to see birds, because they are singing and migrants are arriving. Most
years I have hit this target. Since moving to Somerset nearly twenty years ago, I have
also looked for one hundred Winter birds from November to February. This year I have
had difficulties seeing some reasonably common birds. So what birds have been difficult
to see, and why?
Wrens have proved elusive. This is remarkable because they are one of our
commonest birds. Did you know that they are more common than robins? So why
haven’t I seen them? The answer lies in the way they behave. They skulk in
undergrowth and are usually only seen in Winter when they fly from cover to cover near
ground level. Contrast this with the robin, which is a bird of woodland edges, a habitat
that is very similar to our gardens. It will be different in the Spring, when wrens burst into
song and are clearly identifiable. Furthermore they may deliver this song at a height of
four to five metres rather than their usual ground level habitat.
There are two other birds that occur around Brent Knoll regularly and that have also
proved elusive this Winter, goldcrest and nuthatch. The goldcrest is our smallest bird
and they are reasonably easy to locate in the Spring when their thin rapid call / song can
be heard as they search for small insects, usually in conifers. In Winter, you have to look
for them, and I have usually seen them around Brent Knoll by the end of the Winter, but
not this year. Are they getting more scarce? I don’t know but the answer might be that
they are simply not here. Many of our resident birds move about in Winter, so they may
simply have moved elsewhere, and will
My squirrel deterrent
return in Spring. We also used to see a
nuthatch most years in our garden, but
Cut open, old hanging (wire) basket,
this was when we had a large willow tree
covered in
that nuthatches visited in the Winter to
inch wire
explore its bark for food. Sadly we lost
netting
this tree some years ago and we no
and fasten
nuts etc.
longer see them there. However, they
nest in Hill Lane, so maybe they move
around the
away from Brent Knoll during the Winter
pole.
as well.
The greenfinch is the final elusive bird.
It seems to
I used to see them regularly around the
village, and their “wheezing” song / call
work well.
was a regular feature of Spring. Sadly
that is no longer the case. In the last ten
All enquires
patent
years their population has been severely
affected by a parasite that kills them, and
Wingate
pending!
they are now a rare sight everywhere.
760 610 !
Ged Keele
SW
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Tel: 07813 469905 or 01934 261270
Email: in.cleanz@live.com
IN.CLEANZ Property Care provides a tailored cleaning and maintenance
service for domestic and commercial clients, from a one-off deep-clean to
a regular, long-term contract.

 One-off deep-cleans
 Weekly or monthly cleaning plans for domestic and
commercial premises
 End of tenancy and end of build cleans
 Window and conservatory cleaning
 Oven cleaning
If you would like a free no-obligation quote or just want some advice,
please call Darrell or Jayne on the numbers above.
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“Meet & Eat”

We regret that there will be no Meet and Eat in March as the cooks have family
commitments. The next Meet and Eat will be on Monday April 1st in the Nuttall Room, Brent
Knoll Parish Hall at 12.30pm. New diners are always welcome. We look forward to seeing
you.
Please book with Liz by Friday March 29th on 01278 760810 Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella

Pastoral Care Groups

Since September 2014, there have been groups running for the villages of Brent Knoll, East
Brent and Lympsham, supported by The Parish of Three Saints.

Care Support Groups –
Alzheimer’s & Dementia Carers Group

Monday March 18th at 4pm at Brentcombe House, Church Road, East Brent, TA9 4HZ.
Tel Carla 01278 760 041 for details.

Comfort Group

For those living with long term illness
Thursday March 21st at 2.30pm at Wayfarers, Brent Road, East Brent, TA9 4DB.
Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details.

Bereaved Friends Group

Thursday March 28th at 2.30pm at Southcot, 87 Brent Street, Brent Knoll TA9 4EQ.
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416.
For further information, please contact me or any of the others noted above.
These groups are open to all.
Margaret Smith
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RNLI Somerset Choral Society Choral
Workshop – “Come and Sing Faure Requiem” on

Saturday 27th April at St Mary’s Church, Wedmore

The Somerset Choral Society invites all Singers in the area (SATB) to join us in our
Choral Workshop “Come and Sing Faure Requiem” on Saturday 27th April in St
Mary’s Church, Wedmore between 10am and 3pm. Registration will begin at 10am
and will cost £10 + £3 for score hire if required; the price will include hot and cold
drinks and biscuits throughout the day and the workshop will end with an informal
performance at 2:30pm. There will be a one-hour lunch break at midday and two
rehearsal breaks. The workshop will include several choral pieces from the Requiem.
For more information please contact winstonandjane@gmail.com or 07814 460 703
or view our website www.somersetsingers.co.uk.
Paul Ashmore

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR

FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ

SATURDAY 9th March

at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10am to 12 noon

Fresh Fish from Seafoods, Locally produced fresh Pork, Goat’s milk, cheese and
meat, Eggs, Pickles and Preserves. Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, Westcroft
Cider, Cakes and Savouries, Handmade Cards, Silver & Beaded Jewellery,
Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, Dog Treats, Textiles, etc., CDs, DVDs,
Books and Bric-a-Brac.

Plus Raffle
The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks

Entrance FREE

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)

Mark Youth Theatre

Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall

Mark Youth Theatre is an established, non-profit, Theatre Group, comprising a talented
set of 8 to 18 years olds, based in the nearby village of Mark, with children attending from
the surrounding areas. Working through the medium of drama, we aim to help children
gain confidence and learn to express themselves. Each year we put on a large scale
production, and we are thrilled to be returning to Strode Theatre again in 2019 with our
production of Singin’ in the Rain Jr.
Saturday 30th March 2.30pm
Thursday 28th March 7.30pm
th
Friday 29 March 7.30pm
Saturday 30th March 7.30pm
• Director: Clare Banwell and Laura Jones
• Musical Director: Matthew Tilke
• Tickets: £10, Concessions £7
• www.strodetheatre.org.uk
Rachael Tolton
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Up and over doors
Roller doors
Commercial shutters
WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD?
Sectional
doors
Qualified
piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll
available
Side
hung doors
for friendly, informal lessons
Beginners and nervous students a speciality
Learn for fun
– no pressure to sit exams!
Automation
For those who do want to work through
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is
taught.Security Shutters
Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703
Repairs


     
 
 


01278 459 452

 

   
  

www.npgaragedoors.co.uk

WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD?
Qualified piano and
keyboard teacher in
Brent Knoll available
for friendly, informal lessons
Beginners and nervous students a speciality
Learn for fun – no pressure to sit exams!
For those who do want to work through
their grades, the A.B.R.S.M. syllabus is
taught.
Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703
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GABRIELLA PARTONO B.OST
    
MusculoSkeletal Treatment for back ache and joint problems.

Specialising in the cranial approach to children’s ailments.
   

 
osteopaths@manorlodgepractice.co.uk
West

 Lympsham,

Road,
Nr Weston-super-Mare,
Somerset BS24 0EG

 

 
www.manorlodgepractice.co.uk
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY

2nd Saturday
2nd March
23rd/24th March
27th April

Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
Another BAD Experience!! 8th June
Village Fête
Spring Book Fayre
20th July
Music on the Green with
Jumble Sale
“The Lipinski Band”
19th October
Harvest Supper
S Few
Next meeting – Monday, 11th March at 8pm in the “Jubilee Room”

BRENT AMATEUR DRAMATICS GROUP
presents
A NIGHT AT THE B.A.D. HOLIDAY CAMP
On Saturday 2nd March
In the Parish Hall
* Check in at 6.45pm for your chalet key *
Proceeds to Beach Buddies (R.N.L.I.) and the Parish Hall.
Tickets (£12) to include a fish and chip supper,
will be on sale from 4th February from Caroline at Brent Knoll
Village Shop or Sandra (760 451)
Please purchase your tickets early to avoid disappointment
......and come dressed for the occasion!!

Weston General Hospital

The future of the A&E department is being decided by consultation at present.
I urge all local people to make their views known or we are in danger of losing this
facility. The advantage of Weston is that we can be there in 12 minutes as it is only 7
miles as against roughly 26 miles to the BRI or Taunton, which are the alternatives
given.
Also they are much further away for visiting relatives when in hospital (approx. 52
miles).
GE Brown

Just for fun - Paraprosdokians

“Knowledge is knowing a tomato is a fruit; Wisdom is not putting it in a fruit salad.”
“How is it one careless match can start a forest fire, but it takes a whole box to start a
campfire?.”
“Why do Americans chose from just two people to run for President and 50 for Miss
America?”
Mary Wridgway
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Lympsham Gardening Club

Our first meeting for 2019 will be on:
Tuesday 12th March – After a short AGM, James Cross will tell us about the Developments
in the Bishop’s Palace Gardens at Wells.
Please note that this meeting will start at 7.30pm at the Manor Hall, Lympsham.
Future Meetings
Tuesday 9th April –
‘Nature as your Neighbour’ with Colin Higgins. Usual start time at
7.45pm at the Manor Hall.
New Members and Visitors are welcome.at all our meetings.
Mariette Denison

BOOK FAYRE 2019

It’s our annual Book Fayre time again. This will be our only fair this year and it will be on
Saturday March 23rd and Sunday March 24th from 10am to 4pm each day. So, whether
you like the facts or prefer fiction, favour hardbacks or paperbacks, incline to old books or
new books, fancy a laugh or a cry, are partial to children’s books or adult books (not
those sort!), or maybe just like looking at pictures, we will have something for you.
With most paperbacks at 50p and most hardbacks at £1 you can’t go wrong, though we
will have an extended selection of better books at slightly higher prices. Come and get a
bargain, brush up on your favourite hobby, buy a book for bedtime, scare yourself with an
exciting thriller, seek a novel or a novelty or bore the pants off a near relative with a book
you know they always wanted.
If you have books you would like to donate, please contact me, (01278) 760 986. John Page

St Michael’s Church Chest Tomb

We have received quotations for the work to be done and will submit a Grant Application in
early March.
This application will be considered in April and we will receive the result in May. If we are
successful we will then place an order for the work to be undertaken.
George Brown
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KENNY GORDON

PLANT HIRE

GENERAL GROUNDWORKS, PADDOCK & FIELD
FENCING.
EXCAVATION OF WATERWAYS & HORSE ARENAS

FOR FURTHER DETAILS VISIT

www.kennygordonplanthire.co.uk
Tel: 01278 760 642 / 07885 251 697



 General Building
 Groundworks

 Mini Digger Hire
   
Man and machine or machine
  
only. Various sizes available –
 
please contact for more details.
 
 No job too big or small

Fully insured
   


Free
Quotations
 


 

Please call Sam Vigar on:
07762969707
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MARTYN BOLEY


PAINTER & DECORATOR
 
Interior and Exterior

11 Years Experience
 
Recommendations on Request


 
FreeQuotation

07786 912191
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Your March Sudokus

Easy Sudoku
1

9

A
B
C
D

5
6 3

E
F
G

2

7

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

1

9
A

2
8 7

3 9

B

6

3

4

2

1

C

17 Clue Sudoku

2

6

H
J

2
3
5 1

1
5 7
8

8
2

E

9

8

9

4
1
.
7 3 6

3

G
H

7

5

5

4

F

6

8

7

D

1

5

8

2
9

J

The first Sudoku starts easy until you get to the last 13 cells to solve. 12 of them have 2
candidates and one has 3. The number in that cell that occurs an odd number of times in
the row, column and box is the solution. The rest is then easy. The 17 clue Sudoku is not
so easy, but concentrate on box 6 which has a dot in it.
10 persons sent answers in last month. Comments from solvers were: - “Did these whilst
away in the sun. Really enjoyed them.” Solutions came from, Klaus Brenner, Christine Hall,
Mac Hares, Vicky Jones, Steve Lawrence, Chris Marsh, Frankie and Geoff New, John
Spiers, and Ted Toon. Send entries to me please at david@flockman.com or 48, Brent
Street.
David Filmer
Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request) are below:-

Valentine Sudoku (Easy)

1
A
B
C

2

7
6
4

G

5 9

H
J

5

6

7

8

6 2
8 1

5 1 8 2 6 4
2 7 9 4 1 8
8 5 6 3 2 7

4

1

9

8 9 4 7 6 5 3 1
7 5 1 2 3 8 4 9 6
4 3 6 9 1 5 7 2 8

F

E

4

2
9
3
1

D

3

Diamond Sudoku

3
5
9

8 2 1 3 6 7
7 3 5 9 8 1 4
3 6 4 7 9 5 2

A
B
C
D
E
F
G
H
J

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

4

1 3 9 6 2 8 7 5
7 6 5 3 1 8 4 2 9
9 8 2 7 4 5 1 6 3

4 5 7 3 2 8 1
1 5 8 2 9 6 7 3 4
2 3 7 4 8 1 5 9 6
6

9

3 4 6 8 5 7 9 1 2
8 2 9 1 3 4 6 5 7
5 7 1 6 2 9 3 4 8

Just for fun - Paraprosdokians

“I thought I wanted a career, turns out I just wanted paychecks.”

Mary Wridgway
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BOOK FAYRE

10am to 4pm
each day

IIff yyoouu aarree ddiissppoossiinngg ooff aannyy bbooookkss
pplleeaassee ccoonnttaacctt JJoohhnn PPaaggee
((0011227788)) 776600 998866

“My Dogs got Distemper!”
“Have you tried Emulsion!”
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ANNUAL
MEMBERSHIP

CANNINGTON
GOLF CENTRE

NO JOINING FEES
Annual club memberships from as little as £7.11 per week
per person. Full membership or ‘Pay and Play’ options
available (conditions apply - see website for details).

Contact 01278 655050 | golfcentre@btc.ac.uk
Rodway, Cannington, Somerset, TA5 2LS

www.canningtongolfcentre.co.uk
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G B Building &
Maintenance
Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and
Traditional Methods
Lime plastering
Stonework
Cob Walls
Lime Wash paints
Brickwork
Telephone:
Mr Gary Broom on

07776032289 or
01823283212

Listed Heritage Member

Bespoke Gates
and Garage
Doors Limited
Unit 5, Mill Batch Farm,
East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4JN

Tel : 01278 760068
e-mail:
sales@bespokegatesanddoors.co.uk

Manufacturers of quality
bespoke wooden gates
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Who would have guessed?

Towards the end of last Summer, some of you
may have wondered why a film producer, camera
man and sound technician were entering the
Parish Hall to be followed shortly afterwards by
fourteen ladies, who were then coaxed into
moving to the sounds of Variations on the theme
of Paganini, Sandy Nelson and his Drums, Abba’s
‘Dancing Queen’ and The Lambeth Walk!?
It all started in April 2018, when Doctor Jan
Kovak, who implanted a new aortic valve in my
heart in 2011 at Leicester’s Glenfield Hospital,
suggested to the charity Heart Valve Voice that I
would make a suitable patient ambassador.
A telephone call followed from HVV’s director, Wil Woan, and I agreed to help spread
awareness of heart valve disease, positive ageing and TAVI, (shortened version of
‘Transcatheter Aortic Valve Implantation’) by writing my experience of the procedure for their
online collection of stories by other heart valve patients. By May, I found myself a guest of
Edwards Lifesciences, at Nyon, near Geneva. Edwards is a global firm based in Irvine CA. and
they design heart valves and equipment, covering three areas: Surgical, Critical Care and THV
(Transcatheter Heart Valves). With Wil and another patient ambassador, I met other charity
directors from various European countries and was able to join in their discussions on plans for
the ‘European Heart Valve Awareness Day’ on Sept 8 th. I was happy to give an interview, which
later appeared in print in Edwards’ Staff Magazine, ‘One heart in Action’. I never guessed what
an exciting year all this would lead to.
Long before Sept 8th arrived, I was asked if I would mind if a photographer came for a day to
take some photographs of me in action as I possessed a positive attitude towards ageing and
had completed my doctorate on ‘The New Dynamics of Ageing’ in 2013 when I was 77. After
protesting that my life in Somerset was not really very active at the age of 84, I finally agreed.
The photographer, Patrick Dixon, was really a community dentist from Exeter, but had won a
competition set up by this charity HVV, and whatever shots he took of my partner, David and me
were to be shown in the Houses of Parliament at Portcullis House in October alongside those
taken of heart patients by other award-winning photographers. Patrick, also became interested
in our village, photographing, not only the poppy-making workshop, but also the poppy displays
in St. Michael’s Church. So he came in June and July when the garden was at its best.
No sooner had this activity finished when I was asked by Edwards if a film crew could come for
a day. One of the activities they would like to film was me teaching or dancing! The thought
panicked me, but then when I placed the two words together: ‘teach dance’, I recalled that
besides drama, this had been one of my specialities and I still loved to teach or move to music
whenever I got the opportunity. With the help of the fourteen friends who very kindly supported
me, we had a fun half-hour session in the hall. It was a long time afterwards that I managed to
catch a glimpse of the film and was a little disappointed that a whole day’s filming produced only
a 7 minute film. However, it gave me a real insight as to how professional film makers use cutaways, voice-overs, etc., and I would again like to thank all those who took part, as the film has
been a great help to those spreading awareness of ‘active lives after heart valve disease’.
In August, I was invited, along with a few other heart patient representatives, to Cambridge
University Engineering Department which was designing an intelligent stethoscope in
partnership with Queen Elizabeth Hospital, Birmingham and Papworth CTU, as they felt that
patient engagement was essential in the early stages of development. If doctors routinely used
a stethoscope each time a patient over 65 visited the surgery, many more structural heart
problems would be revealed at an early stage; but this doesn’t happen. Doctors have just 10
minutes per patient.

4040
Back in Leicestershire, when I visited the doctor suggesting my swollen left ankle could indicate
a heart problem, he was pleasantly dismissive, stating I did not present as someone with a heart
problem! Two months later, when the symptoms of breathlessness had increased to an
intolerable level, I decided to see a consultant and discovered I had aortic stenosis (narrowing of
the aortic valve that gives a specific murmur when the blood flows through). When I asked how
long I’d have to live if I did nothing, the answer was 2 to 3 years. This ‘smart’ stethoscope would
be able to diagnose such a murmur and hopefully could be used by anyone who could then alert
the doctor. It will take 5 years to develop, but will be a great asset to the medical profession.
As time progressed, I gained a great deal of medical knowledge and realised that whenever I
gave an interview or an address, it was very necessary to acknowledge that with the new
dynamics of ageing, there are many people like me, still active; but we are the lucky ones. The
route to senescence is a lottery and the best we can do is to try and give those not so lucky the
opportunity of getting the right treatment. If surgical valve replacement is not essential, then the
minimally invasive percutaneous method (TAVI) should be offered, wherever they live. At the
moment it is not. When I had this procedure, I had a full anaesthetic, but was in hospital for only
2 days, walked speedily to the car, and the next day was out shopping with two of my adult
children who had come from Canada to look after me! The life of a bovine valve is uncertain,
but with recent innovations, particularly at Edwards, it is now possible to repair or replace the
original prosthetic with a local anaesthetic and a much shorter insertion length. So no one
should be worried on that score.
As a patient ambassador, my job is to help increase awareness of the symptoms and
understanding of the process. It would be easy to view all this activity as just an advertisement
for a large firm, but I view it as a personal effort to inform others of the benefits of new inventions
and to encourage doctors to ‘listen and save lives’, so more people can enjoy an active old age.
Or if you like, view it as giving that favourite old car of yours many more years of life with a
reconditioned engine. Seven years ago, Dr. Kovak gave years to my life and this has enabled
me to give life to my years! Getting out of breath or slowing down shouldn’t be considered as
‘just old age’.
Now, as this short article could expand too many more pages, I will eclipse the exciting
adventures that followed:
Sept 8th ‘Heart Valve Awareness Day’ at the ExCeL Convention Centre in London Docklands,
where I met up again with Doctor Kovak, now Professor Kovak, and had many video interviews
including one with MedTech Europe.
Sept 19th An interview with me was featured in the Guardian Newspaper’s supplement on
Cardiovascular Health.
Oct 10th Patrick and I had a radio interview with BBC Devon, as Patrick was awarded second
prize for the photos he took of us during the summer, and a special prize for the most inspiring
photo of me teaching English Literature to a local teenager. We attended the Photographic
Exhibition and award presentation at the Houses of Parliament and were delighted at Patrick’s
success.
Oct 11th David and I set off for Prague where I was to join in the 60 th Anniversary celebration of
the founding of Edwards Lifesciences. I gave an address and a humorous power point
presentation to the employees, ate cake and drank champagne. It was then that I saw the film
for the first time!
Nov 21st I was invited to the European Parliament in Brussels to join a round table discussion on
‘Structural Heart Disease and Ageing’, where again I gave a paper. This meeting was cochaired by Baroness Jolly from our House of Lords.
Nov 30th I suddenly had an urgent request from HVV to go to London on Dec 4 th as the MTG
(Medical Technology Group) needed a speaker on ‘Ration Watch’ at the Houses of Parliament
with a reception afterwards on the Terrace in the main building. This proved yet another
rewarding day and I met many interesting people including MPs.
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Secure Caravan Storage
Gary and Sarah Bowden
G&S Storage

Tel: 01934 750298

Mob:07970 950707
Highland Farm, Lympsham, Somerset, BS24 0JQ

www.gands-storage.co.uk

just 4 miles from Junction 22 or the M5
Insurance approved – CaSSOA (Gold)
CCTV
Hard standing with easy access
Wash facility
Storage containers to rent

OPEN ALL YEAR
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Who would have guessed? - Continued

2019. Jan 11th Copenhagen at the Bella Sky Conference Centre. 550 in the audience and a TV
type chat show on stage, with all the professional technical trimmings of sound, film and effects,
where I and two younger heart patients were interviewed by our excellent host from Heart Valve
Voice, Ireland. I even had a personal video message on stage from Alain Cribier, the inventor of
TAVI, who thanked me for all I had been doing this last year. And again I saw snatches of the
Brent Knoll film. The evening ended with a Gala dinner where I fulfilled my desire to dance, not
till dawn, but certainly till midnight!
I thought, if I finished this article with an extract from an email addressed to all three of us from
the Chief Communication Officer at Edwards Lifesciences, it would help the reader to
understand the importance given to the event.
To Brenda, Katja and Daniel:
... Since the event, I have been receiving universal and enthusiastic praise for your roles.
People - even up to the most senior level – are describing it as the best patient session they
have ever witnessed. They felt that you – along with Neil’s excellent hosting – achieved an ideal
balance between the serious contributions, humour and emotion. I am told that many people
were in tears – both of empathy and laughter.
I thought that you would especially like one particular piece of feedback I received from one of
our younger managers. She said that she came to the session reluctantly at the end of a busy
week of meetings, but within minutes she was totally engrossed and by the end she had enough
motivation to last her the whole year; this is the highest praise possible. You have convinced all
of our delegates that patients should be at the heart of everything we do. So, please accept the
biggest thanks possible for what you have given to all of us...
March 15th Room-naming ceremony in Geneva. We are each to have a room named after us in
the Edwards Building! When we were presented with the plaques in Copenhagen, and asked if
we’d like to say a few words, my answer, which to my surprise filled the hall with shrieks of
laughter, loud applause and a standing ovation, was.....
‘It’s better than a tombstone!’
Brenda Walker
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – January 2019

The year began with the UK under an intense area of high pressure, so intense
that a new station record was set when 2019 was less than two days old – the
barometer reached 1045.3hPa during the morning of the 2nd, and remained
exceptionally high for the next few days. January began with clear blue skies
but, as sometimes happens with high pressure systems in Winter, there was a
layer of cloud floating around beneath it without enough strength in the sun to
burn it off. Consequently the month began calm and dry with air frosts, but not
the unbroken sunshine that high pressure often brings.
The high drifted away south on the 7th, allowing a deep low pressure system to
pass just north of Scotland, bringing us the first light shower of the year. Then it moved
out into the Atlantic and settled to the west of Ireland, pushing the Atlantic lows well to
our north – so although it was generally cloudy, we were protected from the wind and
rain. The north-westerly breeze came around the north of the low and originated in the
mid-Atlantic, so although north-westerlies are often chilly, this was actually a mild spell
for early January.
As we approached the middle of the month, the high pressure moved back down towards
the Azores, allowing the Atlantic lows to move closer. The 13th was the windiest day of
the month, but a gust of 32kts (37mph) is not unusual at this time of year. The following
week was showery and breezy, but the lows didn’t have it all their own way, with high
pressure over Europe occasionally pushing its way over the south of the UK to bring
some sunshine.
By the last week of January, the lows were firmly in charge, with rain from the associated
fronts and convective showers. The rainfall totals were never high, though – the wettest day
was the 29th with 8mm (0.3in) – and there were spells of sunshine between the showers.
The first Wintery weather began to arrive on the 30th, when a ridge of high pressure to
our west combined with low pressure to our north-east, to draw cold polar air down over
the UK. One effect of this was to generate a blanket of fog over the Somerset Levels,
and during the morning, this drifted slowly into Brent Knoll – at one point the Fox and
Goose was enveloped in gloom while the Red Cow was bathed in sunshine. The fog
cleared by lunchtime, and we all had sunshine during the afternoon.
The UK was now covered in cold air, and the following day a low pressure system moved
in from the west bringing warm and humid air – a good recipe for snow. Rain during the
afternoon turned to snow during the evening but, unlike parts of Devon and Cornwall, we
got only a light covering overnight. Which takes us into February, so I’d better stop now.
January was dry with just 25.4mm (1.0in) of rain, the lowest January total we have
recorded. The average temperature was about normal at 5.0°C (41°F), with a minimum
of -4.2°C and a maximum of 11.4°C (53°F) – nothing out of the ordinary there, and no
gales either, so January’s claim to fame will be that high pressure at the start of the
month.
Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY
our Parish Clerk, Owen Cullwick
will be holding a Parish Surgery on

Wednesday, March 6th
4.30pm to 6pm

Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall

Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk to discuss any issues
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Strange Stories of Somerset

Seemingly, it has always been easier to get into a marriage than get out of one, but that has
not always been the case. Getting out of a marriage for those who could afford it, depended
on, options in Common Law, Ecclesiastical courts and by an Act of Parliament, but only the
very wealthy could afford them. The position changed by the passing of the 1857
Matrimonial Causes Act, but only very slowly. The predicament gave birth to a most unusual
custom dating back to at least the seventh century or before, when a husband could offer his
wife for sale in much the same way as animals were auctioned at market. The wife had to
be led with a halter around her neck and taken to the local market square, which a public
official or a respected person had to witness. Several examples of Somerset wife-selling,
occurred in the nineteenth century.
One Lizzie Taff was sold in Chard in 1801. In 1803, a Joseph Phillips married Elizabeth
Christopher in Chaffcombe, the marriage only lasted for a son to be born before Joseph left
to live in Chatworth. The next year Elizabeth moved in with a Henry Morris, being sold to
him for half a crown.
In 1814 in Stalbridge, a Mrs Tuffern was sold at market for a small sum, which included a
basket of gingerbread, which she had been selling at market. Simon Mitchell of Taunton
sold his wife Sarah to a James Larcombe of Curry Rival for two sovereigns. Sums paid for
wife-selling varied but rose steadily over the years.
Referring to such sales in St. Thomas Market Bristol, a verse was written which started :
Come all you kind Husbands, which have scolding wives,
Who thru living together are tired of your lives,
If you cannot persuade her, nor good natur’d make her,
Place rope round her neck and to market, pray take her.
Roger Ward

2019 “200+ Club” January and February Draws

The January and February draws were made at the February Bazaar. The lucky numbers
were drawn by shoppers and stall holders. The winning numbers were:January
No. Prize Name
First Prize
07 £ 20 Mr D.G. Filmer
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Second Prize
218 £ 20 Mrs P. Morton-Hicks
Havage Close
Burnham
Third Prize
265 £ 16 Miss R.V. Nussey
Edinburgh
Scotland
Fourth Prize
341 £ 12 Mr & Mrs S. Russell
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Fifth Prize
352 £ 12 Mr & Mrs B.R. Brewer
Bristol Road
Brent Knoll
Sixth Prize
142 £ 10 Mr M.A. Endacott
Taunton
Somerset
Battleborough Lane Brent Knoll
Seventh Prize
104 £ 8 Mr & Mrs E.C. Fuller
Eighth Prize
37 £ 6 Mrs K.M. Roberts
The Willows
Brent Knoll
February
No. Prize Name
First Prize
137 £ 20 Mrs K.M. Roberts
The Willows
Brent Knoll
Second Prize
197 £ 20 Mr R. White
Burton Row
Brent Knoll
Third Prize
264 £ 16 Mr R.F.D. Ellis
Manor Ride
Brent Knoll
Fourth Prize
220 £ 12 Miss C.M. Wildash
Tonbridge
Kent
Fifth Prize
250 £ 12 Mr & Mrs D. Wilford
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Sixth Prize
279 £ 10 Mrs S.A. Blick
Severn Drive
Thornbury
Seventh Prize
134 £ 8 Mr & Mrs G.S. Ricketts Wick Lane
Brent Knoll
St Christopher’s Way Burnham
Eighth Prize
254 £ 6 Mrs M.J. Collett
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Parish Hall by joining the 200+ Club, we
have again had over 340 numbers, one of our best ever years. This will help make sure that
our Parish Hall continues to meet the needs of our local community and remains at it’s heart.
Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator, Brent Knoll Parish Hall Committee
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Useful Village Contacts:

Contact
e-mail
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Miss Frances James
Mike Smith
Church Cleaners
Weit Harper
Church Flowers
Mrs Marion Vining
Poppy Organiser
Mrs Sally Wingate
Brass Cleaners
Miss Frances James
Methodist Church,
Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk
Janet Southwell
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright,
Member of Parliament
James Heappey
James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor
Bob Filmer
BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk
District Councillor
Bob Filmer
bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Andrew Gilling
Andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Parish Council,
Clerk
Owen Cullwick
clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk
Chairman
Richard Hall
Planning enquiries Cynthia Trivett-Bill
Footpath Contact Peter Osborn
Parish Hall
Booking Secretary Jenny Butters
jenny.butters@onetel.com
Bazaar
Eddie Fuller
Chairman
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Secretary
Sandra Few
sjfizzard@aol.com
Doctor
Dr S L Aung
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline
WRVS Prescription Service
Brent Knoll Primary School
Chris Burman
office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
Toddlers Group
Jane Hannah
timothyhannah@aol.com
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School
Cathy Hurley
Village Shop
Caroline Chennells
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster) Manshu Shah
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Distribution
Elaine & Eddie Fuller
Police Non-Emergency Number
Rhyne Problems
Lower Axe Draining Board
Village Agent
Kim Wilcox
Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk
National Trust Honorary Ranger
Ged Keele
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll
Parochial Church Council, Secretary,
Church Administrator
Church Warden

Village Societies:

Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)
Cancer Research Campaign
Conservative Branch
Ecumenical Group
Good Companions
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows
Horticultural Society (Burnham)
Royal British Legion
Short Mat Bowling Club
Table Tennis Club
Tennis Club
Women’s Institute
Women’s Society
E&OE

Sarah Joyce
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Revd. Margaret Trapp
Mrs Ann Robson
Jane Sinnott
jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Rod Southwell
Alan Castle
John Mathews
Alison Hillyer
Janet Southwell
Julie Baker

Telephone
769082
769082
769082
760287
760691
760803
760612
760610
760287
784808
760445
783920
422703
01749 343255
760760
760760
01934 750580
07917 445215
769256
760198
760839
760477
760308
760760
760451
760313
111
760313
760546
760629
769126
760225
769281
760760
760308
101
789906
07943 555519
769010
787493
t.b.c.
760760
760573
760981
t.b.c.
760445
760424
07414 868333
01934 815407
760445
751229

49

WANT TO PLAY THE
WANT TO PLAY THE
PIANO or KEYBOARD?
PIANO or KEYBOARD?

Qualified piano and
Qualified teacher
piano and
keyboard
in
keyboard
teacher
in
Brent
Knoll
available
Brent
Knoll available
for
friendly,
informal lessons
for friendly,
informal
Beginners
and
nervouslessons
students a speciality
Beginners
and–nervous
students
speciality
Learn
for fun
no pressure
to sitaexams!
Learn
for
fun
–
no
pressure
to
sit
exams!
For those who do want to work through
For those
who
want to work
through
their
grades,
thedoA.B.R.S.M.
syllabus
is
their
grades,
the
A.B.R.S.M.
syllabus
is
taught.
taught.
Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703
Call Amy on 760 100 / 07740 167703
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Where is Democracy?

Joe Public versus the planning process

re: planning application 07/18/00021, 18 houses at 2 Brent Street, Brent Knoll
What an eye opener it has been observing this planning application, from the first public
consultation event until its conclusion on 22nd January at Sedgemoor District Council.
Sadly, it would appear there is no democracy and Joe Public, despite being “allowed” to
have his say, has no influence in matters of planning.
The powers that be, have a tick box list of guidelines to make it appear that Joe Public has
some input into decision making, but in fact he has none.
Let’s start with the public consultation event, held by the Developer and Agent, in the middle
of the day when most people were at work. A questionnaire in favour of the development
was distributed to the public asking what sort of houses were desired, no chance to say they
weren’t wanted at all. The Developer was then able to say that from the responses to the
questionnaire most people wanted them. Public consultation achieved, tick box for the
Developer, Joe Public not factually represented at all.
Then on to the Parish Council meeting to discuss the application. Joe Public crowd the
room eager to raise their concerns to the Parish Council, full of optimism that the Parish
Council will listen and represent the views of the residents. That is their job after all, is it
not? To represent the views of the village? Joe Public are allowed to speak before the
meeting starts. The speakers raise very valid planning concerns about the dangerous
entrance, flooding and spoiling the visual aspect of the village entrance etc. Box ticked, Joe
Public has had his say. However, half of the Parish Council were not listening. To our utter
astonishment a member of the Parish Council read out his already predetermined speech
and the end result was a verdict of “no observations.”
Incredulous, with no right of reply, because we were told in no uncertain terms that we had
had our speaking time, we trooped out of the room, downhearted in disbelief at what we had
just witnessed. Our own PC, the Guardians of the village in whom we put our trust to
represent us, had failed us miserably.
Not to worry though, Joe Public is allowed to write to Sedgemoor Planning to comment on
applications. Sedgemoor will listen to our concerns surely? Tick box, the public’s chance to
have their say. 80 plus letters of objection to Sedgemoor and a petition later, we are
suddenly aware that in fact, no one is listening, our letters do not make a jot of difference
and this is about to be passed by delegation.
It is only when a County Councillor from another area intervenes with a letter of objection,
that it becomes a matter to be decided by Sedgemoor’s Development Committee. Joe
public not listened to again, but one councillor can make all the difference.
So finally we find ourselves at the Development Committee meeting on 22nd January, this
being the biggest eye opener of all. The Planning Officer of the case gave an opening
description of the application, leaving no doubt that she recommended approval. Joe Public
were then allowed their one and only speaker against the application, timed by a big red
digital clock on the Chairman’s desk of 3 minutes exactly. Tick box, Joe Public has had his
say. Our valiant speaker battled to raise all the numerous objections against the ticking
clock in the most intimidating of situations. The Agent spoke for 3 minutes in favour of the
application, then it was over to the committee to decide.
Many concerns were raised by the committee members, and each time the Planning Officer
was allowed to reply to their concerns and allay them. Joe Public, however, was not
allowed to reply to anything. In disbelief we listened to how the P4 policy for releasing
green sites is soon to be replaced by a new policy T5, thereby negating our objections
regarding P4 policy. How could a yet to be adopted policy be used against us?

5151
All our relevant concerns were dismissed one by one. This application was contrary to most
of Sedgemoor’s Local Plan criteria for planning applications. No bus service, cycle paths,
pavement, employment or sustainability at this site, yet it seemed Sedgemoor can alter the
goal posts to suit themselves.
The Case Officer was allowed the best part of an hour to convince the committee members
to pass the application, whereas Joe Public had only been allowed a paltry 3 minutes to
voice concerns. It was abundantly clear whose side the Case Officer was on; you could be
excused for thinking she was the Agent!
In normal circumstances, we would have been allowed a Parish Council representative to
speak for us, but due to their vote of “no observations”, it basically meant they weren’t
bothered, so they weren’t allowed to represent us. We would also normally have been
allowed a Ward and County Councillor to speak for us, but due to Bob Filmer holding these
positions and his position as Chairman of planning at Sedgemoor District Council, he had to
absent himself from the meeting, having already voted at Parish level. We therefore sadly
found ourselves with no representation, let down by our elected representatives in our hour
of need. Permission was duly granted for the application. .
So in conclusion, observations from this sorry state of affairs, are, that there is no
democracy and although Joe Public is allowed to have his say, he is not listened to and
does not in fact have any influence at all.
Andrea Dyte
The unedited opinions expressed above are those of the contributor.
Editor

The Village May Fayre -

Saturday 18th May - 11-4pm

*Festival of Flowers competition - Fresh, sugar, paper, textile, clay flowers etc.
*Vegetable Racing competition
Make your own racing vegetable and race it at the Fayre
*Local artisan crafts - *Cake and food stalls - *Cream Teas - *BBQ - *Cider
*Maypole dancing, fun games and activities for the whole family
Competition entry form available from 1st March at Brent Knoll Village Shop
Venue: Woodlands House, Hill Lane, Brent Knoll, TA9 4DF
Proceeds: The Parish of Three Saints
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A Quiet Retirement ?

It used to be, that on reaching the age of retirement, people pottered around, maybe went on a
cruise. However, more people reaching retirement are now doing things our parents’ generation
would not have dreamed of. To celebrate my coming retirement, I am doing the world’s longest
guided ski trek - Skiing Through Finland (HHS - Hiihtaen Halki Suomen) 2019. This takes place
every 2 years, with a maximum of 30 people, and is 1800km in 33 days from the south coast of
Finland to the Arctic Ocean in Norway (see http://www.hhs-ski.net/en/skiing-across-finland/ for
details). This is like skiing from Brent Knoll to London and back just over four times.
In 2019, we start on March 3rd and finish on April 4th. On the web site, you can actually track our
progress live - we use similar GPS tracking systems to those used by Finnish reindeer farmers
to follow their herds.
Participants come from all over the world, but I am one of the few who does not have easy
access to snow for training. Normally I do an annual event (the border to border ski [RR Rajalta Rajalle Hiihto] 450km in 7 days), which has 300 or so participants, with a staggered start
over 4 days. Just to give you a comparison - Ranua Commune (in the middle of the RR) is the
size of Somerset to within a square mile and has a population of 3,898 compared to Somerset’s
population of 545,390, and half of those live in the main town. Lapland is one of the most
sparsely populated parts of Europe.
Treks like these are not quite expeditions, but require fitness and preparation. A snowmobile
tows a special sledge to create the track for us, and another follows behind the slowest skier,
with a first aid kit and sledge, for safety. Whilst you are skiing, you generate heat, and you
match your clothing to keep yourself warm without overheating. But it is not uncommon to get
temperatures of -30C for several days, and occasionally well above 0C (in 2014 we had days in
early March where we had +11C and ran out of snow around the Arctic Circle). When you stop
and get blizzards and winds, you can get cold very quickly, and I know of a lady who lost 3
fingers to frostbite on my first year.
Long distance skiers are a mixed bunch - about half are retired, and quite a few are in their mid or
even late 70s. These events are not races; they are about challenging yourself and endurance.
Each year I find ways to improve - equipment, technique, clothing, nutrition, training, so that over the
last decade since I started, I have got better every year despite getting older.
Sometimes we have the luxury of staying in hotels; other times may be cabins and at others,
sleeping bags on a village hall or schoolroom floor. But being in Finland, there is always a
sauna every night - even if it is a mobile sauna brought in specially. Our bags are transported
for us, so we only have to carry what we need during the day. A typical day is 50-60km (longest
may be close to 90km - more than 2 marathons). I can maintain an average 8km/hr for 8 - 12
hours each day including stops. One of the biggest problems is eating enough; in the beginning
I used to burn 4,000 - 6,000 calories per day; as I have got fitter, I am now down to 2,500 4,000 - about 50 calories per km (same as running - 5km ParkRun in Burnham is 250 calories one Mars bar). Even cold drinks have to be put into a flask to stop them from freezing. Without
snow to train in the UK, I normally head out for a week of training before the event starts, as
other than that, I can only build fitness through running, cycling and rowing. I signed up for HHS
2019 back in 2017, when I finished the third section of it (HHS3 720km 13 days), run as a
separate event in 2017 and have spent nearly 2 years keeping fit and getting fitter for this event,
so that the fatigue does not build up as much as it has done previously. The Parish Council’s
work on the improvements to Crooked Lane have been a great help, as they have allowed me
much more scope to run and cycle safely into Burnham, especially in the dark in the Winter.
It is a great way to see a country and meet the people along the way and see how they live.
You also make friends amongst your fellow skiers; everyone has a story to tell, from the ones
who have battled cancer, those with pacemakers, those from different countries, and you quickly
learn that we all have much more in common than we have differences, from the Russians to
the Americans.
By the time you read this, I will probably have started (3 rd March) and you can follow it on Facebook
using the links from the web site given earlier, or searching for me on Facebook.
Tony Gore
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News from the Primary

In early February, the Year 6 children at the primary listened to BBC Radio 4’s Open
Country programme to hear the report about the Wassail at West Croft Farm, which several
had attended in person. The children wrote their own report based on the interview they
heard between the programme’s presenter, Helen Mark and the farm’s owner, John Harris.
The children had been asked to write descriptively, in the third person, using the past tense.
The following is a compilation from two pupils’ work, Zac and Bethan:
“At the start of the interview, John Harris filled a 25-litre bucket of amber coloured cider to
show how to make mulled cider. Back at the farmhouse, John put two and a half spoonfuls
of ginger into the cider. Then he put some sugar in as well. Finally, he poured a bottle of
gin into the nearly-made cider. John joked that, “Gin and cider makes your waistcoat wider!”
John then explained that wassail meant ‘good health’ She (Helen Mark, the BBC reporter)
found out that it’s about drinking and having fun. He (Mr Harris) said that it was mostly for
the locals and that it was a celebration of the end of his year.
John and Helen went into the orchard to learn more about it. John said that it had been a
good year for the apples because it had been hot. He also explained that Somerset is a
good place for growing apples because it is warm enough; it has cold days and hot days,
too. He had 45 tons of apples last year.
At the end of the interview, Helen joined the wassail queen and asked her what she did.
She explained that she had to put the toast in the tree. Lanterns were carried to the tree in
the orchard. During the ceremony they would fire guns in the air to scare away the evil
spirits. They would sing songs to the tree to wake it up!”
Chris Burman

Garden Security

As Spring is approaching and we wave goodbye to those Wintery snowy
months, I thought I would take the opportunity to plant a few seeds
(apologises for the pun) around garden security and how to protect your
belongings whilst in the garden with the planting of some prickly plants.
Prickly planting is a visual deterrent and physical barrier intended to
complement and not replace traditional prevention measures, such as
locks, alarms and lighting. As well as improving your security, they will add colour and
variety to your garden. Home grown security can be adopted to protect all perimeters of
your property, to form a barrier around drainpipes, or beneath ground floor windows etc.,
making a forced entry more difficult.
Here are a few examples to help you but I’m sure the local garden centres will have a few
more suggestion!
Pyracantha – Grows 2-4cm tall, Large evergreen shrub, suitable for wall training or hedge.
Flowers May-June and has berries in Autumn.
Hippophae Rhamnoides- Sea Buckthorn. Grows in any soil and is wind resistant and has
excellent thorns.
Berberis Ottawensis Superba – Use this as a hedge. Deciduous barbed plant with purple
foliage. Yellow flowers in Spring and reaches 1.5-1.8M tall.
Berberis Stenophylla – Use as a hedge or shrub, Graceful evergreen with long arching
prickly branches. Yellow flowers in Spring. Grows 1.8-2.5 M tall.
Ulex Europaeus – Common Gorse, Viciously spiny. Yellow flowers April-May grows 1.21.8m. Plant in full sun.
Mahonia Bealei Winter Sun - Prickly evergreen shrubs with fragrant yellow flowers in
Winter and Spring. Grows 1.2-1.8m tall.
Climbing & Rambling Roses – Useful to give added protection to walls and fences.
Always remember to lock up your garden sheds and outbuildings. Property stored is often of
more value than you think.
PCSO 7675 Sam Piers
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Diary for March

Page

1st World Day of Prayer
Burnham Methodist church 10.30am
12
1st World Day of Prayer
St Andrew’s, Bourneville
4.00pm
12
Parish Hall
11.00-2.00pm 36
2nd RBL Pancake Day & Bric-a-Brac
2nd A Night at the BAD Holiday Camp
Parish Hall
6.45pm
27,31
Parish Hall
2.00pm
4th Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday)
4th Classical Music Circle (Mondays up to 18th) Ball Copse Hall
7.00pm
5th Shrove Tuesday
Methodist Schoolroom10.30-12 noon 4
5th Toddlers (Every Tuesday)
5th LEBE’s Community Café (Every Tuesday) Pavilion, Lympsham 11.00-3pm
Red Cow
7.30pm
20
5th Royal British Legion
7.30pm-9pm
5th Knoll Group of Ringers (Every Tuesday) St. Michael’s church
6th Ash Wednesday
Your House
Early!!
6th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste
Jubilee Room
4.30-6pm
8,44
6th Parish Surgery
6th Parish Council – Public Session
Jubilee Room
7.00pm
8
Parish Council Meeting
Jubilee Room to follow immediately
6th Table Tennis Club (Every Wednesday)
Parish Hall
8/9.00-10pm
7.30-9.30pm
7th All-Sorts Community Choir (Every Thursday) St Mary’s church
Ivy Hall
9.30am
15
9th St Mary’s Handbell Ringers practice
9th Bazaar, Farmer’s Market & Parish Café
Parish Hall
10.00-12 noon28,31
Ivy Hall
7.00pm
16
11th Whist Drive
Jubilee Room
8.00pm
31
11th Parish Hall Committee
12th Lympsham Gardening Club
Manor Hall, Lympsham 7.30pm
32
Your House
Early!!
13th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Parish Hall
2.30pm
23
13th Women’s Institute – ‘Journey to Nepal’
Village Shop
9.20-10.05am
15th Mobile Library [Friday]
12.00 noon
54
15th Deadline for April Brent Knoll News
16th RBL Quiz Night
Red Cow
7.30pm
51
St Michael’s Church
3.00pm
43
17th Dedication of the RBL’s Standard
Methodist Schoolroom 2.30pm
16
18th WI Craft Group
18th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group
Brentcombe House 4.00pm
27
Parish Hall
2.30pm
16
20th Good Companions “Collectables”
Your House
Early!!
20th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste
21st Comfort Group
Wayfarers
2.30pm
27
Parish Hall
10.00-4.00pm32,36
23rd Book Fayre
Parish Hall
10.00-4.00pm32,36
24th Book Fayre
26th Berrow Conservation Group
Berrow Village Hall 7.30pm
16
Your House
Early!!
27th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
28th Bereaved Friends Group
Southcot
2.30pm
27
3,4
31st Mothering Sunday
Anything missing? Make sure your events are listed in the Monthly Diary and Website

Deadline for the April 2019 Issue –

All contributions to be received by NOON on Friday 15th March, to:- Bob,
e-mail: bob@flockman.com. The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions. Views
expressed are those of individual contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of
the editor or the standpoint of the Brent Knoll News. The Editor reserves the right to edit
or amend any contribution.

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk

The Red Cow

Sat Night Special
FRIDAY NIGHT is
Sirloin Steak- £16.50
CURRY Night - £7.00p
Rump Steak - £15.50
Homemade Chicken Curry
Large Beer Garden
Popadom & Chutney
Function Room
Traditional Food Tel: 01278 760 234
Our Menu is available as a Take Away

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts
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