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Brent Knoll Village Shop
The shop will close at 12.30pm
on March 1st
Thank you to everyone who has
supported the shop over the past 13 years

BRENT TREE SERVICES
Proprietor
David Bateman
NCH(Arb)1994 : Tech. Cert.(Arbor.A)2011

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK
Fully Insured

19 Killarney Ave, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1NB

TEL: 01278 787187
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The Parish of Three Saints

St Christopher, Lympsham
Contacts

St Michael, Brent Knoll

St Mary, East Brent

Baptisms

Priest-in-Charge
Reverend Kevin Wright

The Rectory, 3 Ash Trees, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4DQ
Tel 01278 760844 or Mobile 07764 170463
e-mail - priest.tpots@gmail.com

Friday is the Vicar's day off
Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter

Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ
Tel 01278 769082
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com
Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10.00 – 1.00
Website www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk
Churchwardens
Details can be found in Church porch or on our website.

To arrange the Baptism contact the Church Administrator.

Weddings
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church
Administrator who will discuss with you availability of dates.

Funerals
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Priest-inCharge or Church Administrator to arrange your
requirements.
.
*******************

Visit our website –
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk

Services for March 2020

Service
Time
1st March
Said Communion (CW) 10.00am
Lent 1
Café Church
4.00pm
8th March
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00am
Lent 2
Parish Communion (CW) 10.00am
15th March
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00am
Lent 3
Parish Communion (CW) 10.00am
Evening Prayer (BCP)
6.30pm
22nd March
Holy Communion (BCP)
8.00am
Mothering Sunday/Lent 4 All Age Communion (CW) 10.00am
29th March
Lent 5
Sung Eucharist (CW)
10.00am

Church
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Christopher’s Lympsham
St. Mary’s East Brent
St. Mary’s East Brent
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Michael’s Brent Knoll
St. Mary’s East Brent

St Michael’s Sidesmen Rota

1st March
15th March
22nd March

10.00am
6.30pm
8.00am
10.00am

Kate & David Wilford
Patrick Doble
Gerard Keele
Mike Smith & Margaret Smith

Madness in March - Saturday 7th March 10am

Our annual St Michael’s churchyard clean-up will take place in March this year.
There will be the usual tasks to clear up the dead wood around the yard, cutting back
the annual new growth of previously coppiced hedges, pruning shrubs
and clearing brambles etc. that are impinging on gravestones.
Please bring loppers, secateurs and hand tools for weeding.
Refreshments will be provided mid-morning and at lunch time.
If you are intending to come it would be helpful if you could email or phone
me (gerard.keele@btinternet.com or 769010) so that we can get some ideas of
numbers for refreshments.
Ged

Church Register – At Rest

MARCH

Sarah Isobel Heyworth
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METHODIST CHURCH (www.brentknollmethodistchurch.com)
Minister

Revd. Steve Bennett

I seem to have started every article this month by talking about the weather - but to be
honest, it’s been quite a difficult subject to avoid as we seem to have had every weather
system imaginable over the past few months (with the exception of snow, but let’s not go
there). Storm Ciara was swiftly followed by Storm Dennis which, at the time of writing, is
subsiding. With that in mind, it’s difficult to believe that Spring begins this month as the
clocks go forward and we look forward to lighter (and hopefully brighter) evenings.
And we are also at the beginning of Lent this month (Ash Wednesday being on 26th
February), so please do have a look at Rev Margaret Trapp’s notice further on in the
magazine. Margaret will be leading a course every Monday during Lent at 2.30pm in the
schoolroom. All are warmly invited to attend these sessions, which will be followed by
refreshments.
Looking ahead, we will not be holding a Palm Sunday service at Brent Knoll (5 th April) as we
will be joining our friends from East Brent and Brean by sharing worship at Brean Methodist
Church. Our Chair of District, Rev. Dr Jonathan Pye, will be taking this service and we are
all looking forward to this joint time of fellowship.
Our Mothering Sunday service will take place on 22nd March and will be led by one of our
local preachers, John Trebble. These services are always family orientated, so all are
welcome to come along and join us.
In the meantime, it seems March winds have arrived early, but the weather is always
unpredictable this time of year. Stay safe and stay warm and, from all of us at Brent Knoll
Methodist Church, we wish you every blessing at the start of this holy season of Lent.
With every blessing from us all.
Rosemary Krull

Preachers for March at 10.30am
1st March
8th March
15th March
22nd March
29th March

:
:
:
:
:

Rev Timothy Widdess (Holy Communion)
Rev Steve Bennett
Rev Jim McKnight
Mr John Trebble (Mothering Sunday)
Mr Len Horlock

Toddlers

Congratulations to Joey and his family on the arrival of their new baby boy and we
are all looking forward to meeting him soon. We would also like to welcome Daisy,
Ebony, Jack and Roger, new to the group, and it is lovely to see Annabelle again we hope you will have lots of fun with us.
We had to say goodbye to Ben who has been an utter delight and joy at Toddlers.
We have loved watching him grow into a young man and we are going to miss Ben and his
granny very much.
On Tuesday 3rd March, we will be enjoying World Book Day when the children have the
opportunity to dress up as one of their favourite book characters. World Book Day is a
charity which aims to change reading habits and make a difference. This year’s challenge is
to ‘Share a Story’, encouraging parents and children to spend ten minutes sharing a story
each day. We will be giving Book Day tokens to each toddler, these can be used to
purchase one of the specially produced books which, for our age group, are: ‘Bing’s Splashy
Story’ and one of the Supertato stories entitled ‘Books are Rubbish!’
Later in the month, the children will be making Mothering Sunday cards and on Tuesday 31st
March, which is our last day of term, we will be enjoying some Easter Celebrations with our
guests Rev’d Steve Bennett and Rev’d Kevin Wright.
That's it for this month other than to wish you all a very Happy Easter!
Jane
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News from the Parish Council
February 2020
Decisions Made by the Parish Council
Planning Matters

07/19/00034: Weeping Willow (T9) re pollard back to previous pollard points. Willow (T10) re
pollard new growth back to main trunk at 6 The Willows, Brent Knoll TA9 4EJ
Response: Support unanimous on the grounds of good arboreal practice and a Weeping Willow
getting out of hand.
07/19/00032/33: Retrospective Planning application for the demolition of stone building and
formation of ensuite shower room on the first floor at 113, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4EH.
Response: Support on the Grounds of removal of a dangerous structure and the enhancement
and improvement together with architectural safety and appearance and this was a unanimous
response.
07/20/00001: Change of use, conversion and extension of garage, workshop and store into
dwelling. Change of use of part of paddock to garden and widening of existing vehicular access
(revised application). At The Laurels, Wick Lane, Brent Knoll, TA9 4BU.
Response: Support for this proposal on the grounds providing further suitable accommodation
and architectural improvements and this was a unanimous response.

Footpaths / Highways
a)
b)
c)
d)

Cllr Trivett Bill to be assigned as the contact for footpaths.
A request to Mr R Mills Roberts regarding the installation of his new gates.
8.4 Burton Row to 8.1 footpath edge of owner’s field stile needs attention.
A Tipper truck has recently been seen turning right into Brent Street. The developer to be
contacted by Clerk.
e) Kill your speed signage current cost £ 18.90 if we wish to place order.

Village Green/ Toilets/ Car Park

The green perimeter top bench is in a poor state and the hedge to the right of the entrance
gate is in need of some trimming.
Toilet Block Lighting to be corrected together with store room anti-frost unit.

Other Matters
The Community Shop Progress
The Parish Council has agreed to support the printing of a survey and questionnaire at a
cost of £130 + vat.

Communication/Media/Website
The Parish Council is currently undergoing some work on some updating to the website.

Additional Notes
The Parish Council to look at quotes for a Health and Safety report and Policy together with
Risk Assessments.
The Parish Council is looking at potential new sites for the Dog and rubbish bins in the
village to respond to local concerns about on-going issues with dog fouling.

Council Grants have been made to
Citizens Advice - £100: Local Group Re engage - £200: Mendip Community Transport - £100

Meeting Times

The Parish Council next meet on 4th March with a Parish Surgery at 4.30pm to 6pm.
A full set of minutes is available on the website or by email request to the clerk.
Contact the Clerk for any Council matters:

Owen J Cullwick, clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk Mobile Tel 07917 445 215

MARCH
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Let’s talk

‘It’s good to talk!’ so the old BT advert (other telecommunications firms are available) used to
say. I agree. Who doesn’t feel better after having a good old chat with a friend, or even after
having a quick chat with a stranger when stuck in a tedious queue? It may seem then, that this
year’s Lent Challenge from Bishop Peter and myself is no great challenge at all as we are
simply suggesting that we have conversations with our neighbours, family and friends.
The challenge comes in what we might talk about. We are encouraging all of us, including
Bishops, to step outside what may be our normal topics of conversation, and perhaps our
comfort zones, and grapple with some simple questions about life, death and everything in
between. The challenge is both to listen to someone else’s viewpoint and to ask ourselves how
our own answers connect to what we believe.
In order to help us have those conversations, the Go Team & discipleship team have produced
a handy pack of question cards, and by the time Lent begins, we hope that each church will
have received at least one of these packs of 40 Everyday Questions. The questions are
suitable for all ages so can be used in a whole host of ways – with friends, family, colleagues, in
school, with a Lent group, at a ‘bring and share’ lunch, even in church on a Sunday.
We’ve already been out and about across the diocese asking people some of the questions on
the cards. And you can bet that asking school children questions like ‘Should all bad people be
punished?’ or ‘How would you describe God?’ has yielded some very interesting conversations.
We will be sharing some of the conversations we’ve had with a range of people on Facebook
and Twitter so, if you are on social media, then do keep an eye out for them during Lent, and by
all means let our communications team know how you are getting on using the hashtag
#40questions.
We really hope the 40 Everyday Questions cards generate some interesting, meaningful and
indeed, Godly conversations that will help us hear the point of view of those around us and
refresh and deepen our faith in God this Lent. The Right Revd Ruth Worsley, Bishop of Taunton

Closing the shop

My decision to close the shop was not an easy one, it has involved a myriad of feelings, starting
with guilt that I was letting the village down by depriving it of the shop. This was soon followed
by frustration and anger that continual pleas to use the shop have gone unheeded, and
ultimately relief and joy when I finally set a closure date.
All village shops are advertised by estate agents as a ‘lifestyle’ and I was soon to learn the true
meaning of this rather cosy sounding idea, it had ticked the right boxes for what was important in
my life 13 years ago.
We came from London to start a new life in a Somerset village, no more commuting; I could just
walk down the stairs and start work. I would be completely involved in the life of my boys as
they grew up. What I didn’t realise was that the shop would become such a massive, all
invasive, part of our lives.
For 11 years I got up at 5.15am from Monday to Saturday, come wind, rain or snow, and stood
in a freezing cold shed marking up the morning’s newspapers and then distributing them for
delivery. Once that was done it was time to sort out the boys and then open the shop and work
till 6pm. I may have left the London rat race behind, but I was working far more hours for
virtually no salary. But there were advantages, the shop is like a gigantic larder, so I never
needed to worry about what is in my fridge in the house, there’s always something in the shop
for dinner! I have probably only been to a supermarket thirteen times in the 13 years we have
lived here. It has given the boys a stable and safe place to grow up, they were able to walk to
their Primary School and I was always here if they were sick or on holiday.
I have been extremely lucky to have had Diane working with me since we arrived here, she has
been a massive help over the years. In the school holidays I would increase her hours so that I
could have some time away from the shop with the boys. I could not have done it without her!
March 1st will be the end of an era for me, I have loved and hated the shop, it has been a
massive financial burden but at the same time has given us a home, new friends and new
experiences.
Caroline
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ROSEMARY’S FLORIST
Family-owned Local Qualified Florist

Friendly, Personalised Service
Arrangements, Bouquets & Gifts
Weddings • Funerals • All Special Occasions
Same Day Local & Nationwide Deliveries
Interflora Member

Tel: 01278 784446

www.rosemarysflorist.co.uk

5 Regent Street, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 1AX
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EASTER ACTIVITIES
Monday 6 April - Sunday 19 April
Have a go at Easter Egg Painting and the Egg & Spoon Race!*

Entry includes goody bag and Easter trail activity
booklet.
Entry is £6 per child with one accompanying adult going free.
Any other accompanying adults paying the general admission price.
* Races taking place at weekends only.

Contact 01278 655042

www.canningtonwalledgardens.co.uk 01278 655042

ALL YOUR
UNDERGROUND TANKS AND DRAINAGE
PRODUCTS
Septic Tanks
Pumping Station
Sewage Treatment Plants
Cesspools
Rainwater Recycling Units
OTHER SERVICES
Free Consultation
Tank and Drainage Installation
Servicing and Breakdown on
Pumping Stations, Treatment Systems etc.
Bespoke Tanks Designed and Manufactured
Exemption/Discharge Obtained
After Sales Support

Tel: 01278 455655
donb@a-tanks.co.uk
www.a-tanks.co.uk
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Spring at Secret World

It’s the start of our orphan season, although the arrival of our first
fox cub in January meant the feeding bottles were out early. We
have also had two otter cubs which were found crying just after a
lot of the rhines had been cleared, so perhaps they had been
disturbed. We always try to get them back to mum but it just didn’t
work logistically. They have been called Brendan and Bodhi.
When they arrived cold and wet, they
soon took bottles of milk in the first
couple of days but quickly grasped how
to eat troutlings. Both boys changed
from meek and mild to wild savages quickly so are no longer
being handled!
On March 11th, our Founder, Pauline Kidner has her 70th
birthday but we’re not letting her retire! We are having a coffee
and biscuit drop in from 10am to 4pm in our Bluebell Barn for
anyone who would like to join us. She says it would be a lovely
chance to say thank you to all the people that have helped us
through the years gone by.
At the end of March - 27th,28th and 29th, we will be having an art exhibition called ‘Spirit of
the Wild’. There will be beautiful paintings of African animals by Ruth Walton Baker from
10am to 4pm each day. Admission is free but, on the Friday evening, 27th, there will be a
talk by Ruth about the Serengeti and how she became inspired to paint the many
animals she has seen. Tickets are £5 available from the web site www.secretworld.org
or Secret World 01278 783250. The evening will be 7.15 to 9.30pm. All proceeds are
given for Secret World.
You will be seeing a lot of building work going on through the rest of the year as the
charity moves from the front barn to a new 2 story building in what is now the car park.
We shall still have our open days and be open for casualties and advice. So please bear
with us during this time of disruption. It will be hard work, but we are excited at the new
facilities that we shall eventually have.
Pauline Kidner

The Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and Parish Hall Committee are holding
a Jumble Sale
on Saturday 25th April at 10:30am.
If you have any Jumble (Clothes, Bric-a-Brac, Toys, Books, etc.) please bring
them along to the Hall on the evening of 24th April from 6pm or on the 25th
from 9am.
If you would like your items collected, please ring Sandra on 01278 760451

Don’t look for the faults

This was told me by a lady who lived in Brent Knoll:
“Don’t look for the faults, as you go through life. And even if you find them…
It’s wise and kind to be somewhat blind, and look for the virtues behind them.”
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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R. MILLARD
 SON
PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service
Private Chapel of Rest

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA
Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged
Memorials Supplied

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

CHIMNEY
SWEEP
ROB HEMBROW
01934 732998
ESTABLISHED OVER 20 YEARS
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Ecumenical Worship at Brent Knoll Methodist Church

During Lent the group will meet each Monday afternoon, starting on March 2nd, at
2.30pm in the Methodist Church. We will be using St. Mark’s Gospel as the basis for
our study and discussion, so it would be helpful if you could read through the gospel
before our first meeting. (It won’t take long but don’t worry If you can’t do this!).
Margaret Trapp

Pastoral Care Groups

Since September 2014, there have been groups running for the villages of Brent
Knoll, East Brent and Lympsham, supported by The Parish of Three Saints.

Care Support Groups –

Alzheimer’s & Dementia Carers Group
Monday March 16th at 4pm at Brentcombe House, Church Road, East Brent,
TA9 4HZ. Tel Carla 01278 760 041 for details.
COM-FOR-TEA - Comfort Group
Open to everyone. Offering a place to meet and share cares and joys, build
friendships and beat loneliness.
Being ourselves and sharing refreshment.
In confidence and privacy.
Thursday March 19th at 2pm, Tel Dot 01278 760 600 for details.
Bereaved Friends Group
Thursday March 26th at 2.30pm at Southcot, 87, Brent Street, Brent Knoll, TA9 4EQ.
Tel Margaret 01278 760 691 or Gwen 01934 750 416.
For further information, please contact me or any of the others noted above.
These groups are open to all.
Margaret Smith

Mary Cole’s Burton Row Community Speed Watch
Campaign

In 2019, a resident of Burton Row, Mary,
canvassed thirty five residents of Burton
Row concerning the excessive speeds of
vehicles within the 30mph speed limit.
They all agreed that a large amount of
traffic generally ignored this restriction.
She took this complaint to the Police Speed
Enforcement Team and the Parish Council,
as a result of which on the 3rd of February
the Community Speed Watch went live, it’s
team comprising of eleven volunteers.
Outside rush hour periods, it has been found that 120 to 150 vehicles per hour are
using Burton Row (B3140) which will increase significantly during Rush Hour,
Summer time and holiday periods.
Volunteers are welcome, a high visibility uniform and training will be provided, if you
are interested. Please give your details to the Parish Council and they will be
forwarded.
Simon and Claire Anderson

Front Cover Photo MARCH

Thanks to Simon & Claire Anderson

Bob
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Sometimes I forget things and for our January meeting, something was definitely forgotten,
but what and by whom is a mystery. Whatever happened, it manifested itself by us not
having the entertainment advertised. “No matter!” I hear you cry, as you know by now that I
always carry with me an emergency quiz, so it was that the afternoon turned into a quiz
afternoon. But this is where I forgot something. At one point, the sound of eating cake, the
drinking of tea and the scratching of quiz pencils was completely drowned out by the noise
(yes noise) of people enjoying themselves by having conversations. For approximately one
millisecond I asked myself “What is the point?”, before realising that this is the very reason
that we hold these sessions, for people to get together and enjoy themselves! How do I
know they enjoyed themselves, well, two people actually said it to me.
We had the usual raffle and due to the Royal Voluntary Service Christmas boxes, we had
rather a lot of prizes, so most people went home with something.
Dates for forthcoming meetings:March 18th - Mr Clifford White - Behind the scenes at the Antiques Road Show
April 15th
- ‘Waves of Harmony’
May 20th
- Ukulele Band
We are a friendly group and welcome visitors and new members, preferably over the age of
18. We meet at 2.30pm in the Parish Hall on the third Wednesday of every month. For
further information contact Karen Russell on 769 382 or Ann Robson on 760 981.
CGR

WI Craft Group

We’ll meet at 2.30pm on Monday March 16th in the Methodist Church school room.
We are a small friendly group which likes to knit or craft, chatter and have a cuppa.
We are continuing to knit hats and scarves for Mission to Seafarers, as well as blankets for
premature babies.
I am also in contact with a group who take blankets and quilts to hospitals and so am
pleased to collect these.
You don’t have to be a WI member to join us.
We would love anyone who does craft of any kind to join us, we love seeing what others are
doing. For further details please contact me on 01278 760691.
Margaret Smith

Edward Symes Chest Tomb

Regular readers of this journal will know that I have been associated with this project for
some time, in fact since July 2018.
It started when I wanted to replace the two panels on the south side which contain the
details of the couple buried inside the Tomb, however we then were faced with do we
replace the items or conserve them. It is a Grade 2 Listed Monument.
Why did I want to do this? Being interested in local history, I wanted to ensure that the
inscription would be available to be read by future generations.
It is the only Chest Tomb in the graveyard and as mentioned previously, is Grade 2 Listed.
The people interred are Edward (Parish Surgeon) and Elizabeth Symes nee Phelps who
were members of notable Brent Knoll families.
With help from the Parish Council and the Sedgemoor District Council Conservation Officer,
we have now gone out to Tender for work against an agreed specification and the Tender
return date is March 9th.
We have received some donations from people/organisations but if anyone else would like
to support this project, I can be contacted on 760556.
George Brown
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Misted Up Double Glazed
Unit Replacement
Broken Glass Repairs
New Work
Mirrors
Telephone

07539 291804
TELEPHONE 01278 794510
MOBILE

EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk
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Hopkins Plumbing
& Heating

l
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Sm

07740 605507
01278 760710

Boiler and
Fire Servicing

Boiler
Repairs

Landlord Safety
Certificate

www.hopkinsplumbing.co.uk
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Secretarial Services - Presentations, proof-reading, day-to-day correspondence, dissertations, leaflets,
brochures/fliers, telephone/audio dictation, mailing lists, spreadsheets, invoices, CIS monthly returns, etc.
Short/Long Term Office Support - Efficient, reliable, professional service
PA Support - Diary management, event planning, travel arrangements, etc.
Kennet House, 127 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB
Tel/Fax: 01278 760393
Email: kathryn.talbot@btinternet.com
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Brent Knoll House Histories

European Heritage Year 1975 W. I. Book – 40

Last month I used Metford Harris’s connection with the Jubilee Committee as a link to a more
detailed look at the celebrations which took place on the day, and concluded with the
statement that finally, of course, there was the bonfire on top of the Knoll. Metford was not
on the committee handling the bonfire, however, but it seemed a shame not to discuss the
one item everybody knows about concerning those celebrations, so please excuse the
diversion.
The bonfire was not lit on the Monday, when all the meals and sports were held, but on the
following day, the Tuesday. It was noted that this was a joint responsibility between East
Brent and South Brent, with Mr. W. S. Holt chairing, the Revd. Denison acting as treasurer
and Mr. T Huett and Mr. F. Body as secretaries. J. T. Nicholetts, W. Lee, Jeffery Ham, Henry
Body, W. Comer and E. Hudson formed the remainder of the committee, so it was quite high
powered. Perhaps that was necessary, as the bonfire was on a fairly grand scale. It was forty
feet (12.2m) high and weighed between seventy and eighty tons. One newspaper referred to
it as “the monster fire.” It was part of a nationwide lighting of beacons.
At least £27 was donated to the project and donations of materials came from W. S Holt
senior, who supplied four waggon
loads of wood (some of the wood
in the picture appears to be old
beer barrels!), from Revd. Denison,
who gave one ton of coal and
three waggon loads of wood, Mr J.
T. Nicholetts, another waggon load
of wood and three hundred gallons
of creosote came from Mr.
Cuthbert Ritson. As if that wasn’t
dangerous enough, two hundred
gallons of petroleum were also
purchased along with sawdust,
turf, boards, planks and poles.
Getting all that up to the top of the
Knoll was no mean feat, as it is
quite steep, even up the side from
the modern A38.
Somewhere
around fifty waggon loads were
eventually required, with each
waggon being pulled by a team of
six, seven, or even eight, horses.
This picture shows the team who
did the work, accompanied by
those who managed it. In the main, it appears that those seated were the managers (except
the one in the top hat, who may well be the Revd. Denison), whilst the workers crowded
around or had a superb view from the top of the pile.
Continued on page 20
MARCH
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued
The size of the bonfire may have been due to a certain competitiveness between other
beacon sites along the coast and inland. A local newspaper reported that the enthusiasm for
the project was “provoked in the effort to compare favourably with any in the same view.”
When it was lit “the illumination of the Knoll, we should not omit to state, was supplemented
by the letting-off of £10 worth of fireworks.” Whilst it is always difficult to compare values
across the years, official statistics suggest that £10 would be worth at least £1200 today.
Thirty counties were said to have participated in the bonfire displays and, besides Brent
Knoll, Somerset had bonfires at West Anstey; Black Down; Cannington Park; Dial Hill,
Clevedon; Birt’s Hill, Pendomer; Leigh Camp, Blackdown Hills; Tor Hill, Glastonbury;
Blackmore Vale near Wincanton; Maesbury Castle Hill; St. Gregory’s Monastery Tower,
Downside, Bath; Vallis Lease, Frome; Claverton or Hampton Down, Bath; Ashbrittle,
Wellington; Masbury, Shepton Mallet; Timsbury Sleight, Bath; Lansdown; Hampton Hill;
Englishcombe Roundhill; Tog-Hill; Monument Hill, Blackdowns; Dunkery Beacon and Newbury
Hill, Mells. It must have been quite a night to be on top of the Knoll. The listings of the
locations where bonfires were to be held, also referred to signal rockets being fired at ten
and half-past ten p.m., in response to rockets originating from the Malvern Hills. There was a
report that Trinity House was rather concerned about all of this and issued a warning to all
seamen “against mistaking them for permanent or coasts lights.”
Today these events are remembered, by those climbing to the top of the Knoll, due to the
stone memorial which was erected on the site of the bonfire. However, it was not built until
after the Diamond Jubilee celebrations. It’s original inscription actually states, “SITE JUBILEE
BONFIRE 1887 & 1897,” though other dates have been added later.
To finish this month, we will go forward another year, to the 9th June 1888, when an article in
the Weston Mercury records, “The annual spring view of the watercourses in this parish was
held on Friday June 1st. Most of the rhynes are in capital condition and, in consideration of
that fact, only a part of the works were cleansed and inspected. As there was little to do only
a part of this honourable body met. At ten o’clock the following gentlemen assembled on
horseback: Messrs O. T. Frost (foreman), John Hawkins, Ernest Carpenter, Albert C. Coome,
Metford Harris and William Cox. The inspection began near the centre of the village, from
thence to the River Axe, the principal outlet for the watercourse of this parish. At the finish,
the party repaired to the residence of Mr. A. C. Coome [he was a farmer who lived in Wick],
where a luncheon was provided. Various remarks were made respecting the business of the
day and all were unanimous in their opinion that the rhynes were properly cleansed by the
several contractors. Mr. Oliver T. Frost, in his usual humorous style, offered some very
pleasing ‘titbits,’ which greatly contributed to the delight of those present.”
John Page

Just for Fun – Paraprosdokians
A diplomat is someone who can tell you to go to hell in such a way that you will look
forward to the trip!
Always borrow from a pessimist. He won’t expect it back!
I always take life with a grain of salt, plus a slice of lemon, and a shot of tequila!
Mary Wridgway
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PAUL DIXON
Carpenter & Joiner
Builder
Extensions
Loft Conversions
Conservatories
Porches Timber/uPVC
Windows/Doors
Staircase
Fitted Furniture

Free Advice and Estimates

Tel: 01278 760521
‘Apple Down’, 76 Brent Street, Brent Knoll,
Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

JA Ross Electrical
Services Ltd

Domestic • Commercial • Industrial • Agricultural
All Works Fully Guaranteed, Insured and Certified

Email: jaross2@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 01278 760049

Mob: 07850

000406
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CAR &
VAN HIRE

DAY OR
WEEKLY RATES

MOT TESTING
VEHICLE
SERVICING
& REPAIR

01278 784792

30 Berrow Road, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 2EX
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Women’s Society

Thank you so very much to a Brian for compiling our quiz in February, not too
challenging but enjoyable. Also our thanks to you both for hosting our evening.
Our Hot Pot Supper will be on March 26th at the earlier time of 7.30pm. Venue to be
advised.
We are meeting at 4, The Willows in April when Margaret has kindly offered to share
more of her craft skills with us.
You are very welcome to join us at any of our meetings, ring Ann 760 148 for further
details or if you require a lift. Thank you.
Ann

Women’s Institute

At the February meeting, we travelled to the Galápagos Islands to see
the exotic animals and birds which inhabit these beautiful islands in the
Pacific, thanks to the lovely photographs shown to us by Angela Pitt who
was a volunteer on one of the islands.
Eileen Goundry won the Flower of the Month competition with a Hellebore.
On the 15th February, a wet and windy day, the Parish Hall was packed with villagers
and WI members enjoying homemade soups and puddings provided by WI members.
There was a lovely atmosphere and it was enjoyed by all.
Our next meeting will be on Wednesday, 11th March, 2.30pm, when Joan Knowlman
will regale us with a humorous history of the WI.
JMG

“Meet & Eat”

Meet and Eat will be held in the Nuttall Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall, on Monday
March 16th at 12.30pm. Please book with Liz by Friday March 13th on 01278 760 810.
New diners are always welcome to join us for a home-cooked three course meal.
Liz, Rosemary, Weit and Bella

Ian Thompson

It is with great sadness that I would like to share the news of my husband’s death, with all
the villagers in Brent Knoll. My husband, Ian Thompson, sadly took his own life on the
railway line at Brent Knoll on 17th December 2019. Ian had been unwell for some time
with low mood and alcoholism. He had also recently been diagnosed with cancer.
I would like to take the opportunity to thank those in Brent Knoll who sent cards and
flowers. I would also like to thank those who took the time to talk to Ian at times over the
last two years when he walked around the village.
I would also like to send a plea to anyone who is having issues with alcohol to seek the
right help and advice. Dependence on alcohol is a very sad and destructive illness but
there is help out there. Please also seek help and support if you are feeling low in mood.
The impact of Ian’s death has been extremely difficult and devastating to all his family
members and friends. If Ian’s death can make even one person stop and think about
their own health and wellbeing and seek support, it will be of some comfort.
Jenny Thompson

THE ROYAL BRITISH LEGION

The next meeting of The Royal British Legion will be held on Tuesday 3rd
March at the Red Cow Inn, 7.30pm for 7.45pm start.
All are welcome.
Eddie Fuller
MARCH
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We Are Undefeatable Somerset

We Are Undefeatable Somerset is a new local campaign, launched by Somerset
Activity & Sports Partnership (SASP), with the aim of inspiring those living with longterm health conditions to be more active and move more. The need for this campaign
came about when a country wide study showed that 1 in 4 people were living with a
long-term condition and were more likely to be inactive as a result.
Using local ambassadors from across the county, who have one or more health
conditions, SASP wants to motivate and encourage others to move more in ways that
suit them, showcasing the powerful stories of using physical activity to increase health
and happiness through fun, friendships and better physical fitness. SASP hope they
will inspire and connect with other older people with long-term health conditions to
think about moving just a little more to help them have a better quality of life.
The official launch of this campaign took place at The Beach Hotel in Minehead at the
end of January, where the ambassadors shared their inspiring stories, as well as key
speakers from Public Health, the Clinical Director for the Living Better Primary Care
Network and also the SASP CEO.
Following the launch and reveal of initial resources based on the Taunton and West
Somerset ambassadors, additional content will be released over the coming months,
introducing further ambassadors from Mendip, Sedgemoor and South Somerset.
If you’re interested in finding out more about this campaign and available activities,
please visit www.sasp.co.uk/long-term-conditions.
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Your local eye care
and vision specialists

David Bull Optometrists are an acclaimed independent practice,
providing comprehensive eye care to the local community.
We deliver high quality service, using the latest technology,
combined with traditional patient care.

41 High Street, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1PB
Tel. 01278 785743 www.davidbull-optometrists.co.uk
01827 DB Bull Advert.indd
1
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GARMENT REPAIR
& ALTERATIONS
Sewing & Stitching
Zip Replacement
Dress Shortening
Hem Adjusting
CALL: KATHARINE

M: 07752
H: 01278

446007
789668

WE WILL COLLECT
& DELIVER
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Dear Friends,
The arrival of Spring is a new beginning. There is a
freshness about the new growth, as the buds unfurl and the
vibrant yellow daffodils nod in the gentle breezes. We
anticipate the coming of the new season with an expectancy
that all will be well, however hard the Winter has been. For
new life to sprout, there has to be death and darkness first; seeds have to
die in the ground, bulbs from last year have lain dormant for months, older
branches on trees have to be pruned. Some things have to end each year. They do not
go on forever.
In general, if you reflect on life, most new beginnings imply an ending first. The birth of a
baby is the end of a pregnancy; the end of one job signals an opportunity to find new
employment; completion of one project in life clears the way to start the next exciting
adventure.
In the Book of Revelation, chapter 22, God says, “I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning
and the end, the first and the last”. Although as temporal beings we refer to “the
beginning of time”, and we may ask what was there before the beginning, this is all a
human construct. God is not limited by time. He has always existed and always will.
We may (and often do) dwell on past failures or continue to live off past glories, it is
human nature. We also use our energy worrying about the “what-ifs?” of the future.
Both of these can sometimes detract from the enjoyment and fulfilment of the present
moment, if we let them. Our worries about what has been contentious in the past and
preoccupation with difficulties that may be to come, can all be placed at God’s feet,
knowing that He does not dwell in or on the past, present or future.
The well-known song “One more step along the world I go” is a timely reminder that God
is indeed fully present in every moment of our lives if we trust Him to be. It is not a song
to be sung lightly. We should trust God’s love to resolve past issues (perhaps with our
co-operation in seeking reconciliation), fill us with joy to make the most of the present,
and equip us with strength to face future challenges (with prayerful planning on our part).
As we all face new beginnings with the potential of a bright future, let us not dwell on the
past, it has ended. Let us enjoy the present and trust our future into God’s hands.
With every blessing,
Revd Kevin Wright, Priest-in-Charge, The Parish of Three Saints

Model Railway Exhibition

The next Sedgemoor Rail model railway exhibition will take place on March 21st / 22nd.
From 10am to 4pm each day. £5 adults. Under 16 free.
at King Alfred School, Burnham Road, Highbridge TA9 3EE.
There are 15 booked layouts in a variety of gauges plus trade support.
Ample free parking. Somerset organic catering
For the latest details and exhibition guide, view the club website http://bdmrc.co.uk/
Mark Savage

Taunton Military Wives

We are pleased to announce that Taunton Military Wives Choir will
be singing at St. Michael’s Church on Saturday May 16th at 7pm.
Please save the date. Further details in next month’s BKN.
Mike and Margaret Smith
MARCH
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Nature Diary – March

As I took part in the RSPB’s Big Garden Bird Survey, I began to think about the
survey methods that were being used. People may be aware that the survey requires
an hour’s birdwatching in your garden / park and counting all the species you see.
You must only count birds that alight in your garden. You must also count the number
of birds of a particular species at any one time. This gives what is known as a
statistical sample. Combining all the samples allows the RSPB to provide us with an
accurate picture of the birds that are seen in our gardens.
I thought it would be interesting to look a bit further than the strict hour and consider
what I saw before and after the survey itself.
My hour started with an announcement by Rosemary that a greater spotted
woodpecker was at the bird table. There was no problem with identifying this one
but I wasn’t certain whether the next species was a long tailed tit because the body
of the bird was hidden behind the bird feeder. By the time I got my binoculars this
bird had flown, so that species could not be counted. A flock of house sparrows
around our bird feeder is a constant feature nowadays and I counted seven. But, wait
a moment, what’s that “little brown job” in with the sparrows. It’s got a white front.
With binoculars it can be clearly identified as a female blackcap, which has a brown
rather than a black cap. The rest of the birds seen were pretty much as expected.
Blackbird, robin, dunnock, blue and great tits, chaffinches, a pair each of
jackdaws and collared doves. The final species was a big fat wood pigeon that’s a
regular at our bird table. Like the jackdaws, it really doesn’t need feeding but you
can’t keep shooing it way. So the total for the BGS hour was thirteen.
There was one species I could see clearly from my conservatory, but it was on the
Village Green in one of the big trees. It was a flock of goldfinches, or I was pretty
certain that was what they were. However, the light was poor and I couldn’t be
certain looking through my binoculars, so I had to confirm their identity with my
telescope. Should I count them in the total for the BGS. No I decided not to because
it was outside the garden.
What about the common birds that didn’t visit my garden. There were five seen within
2 days either side. A song thrush, wren, rook and that elusive long tailed tit, but
the star turn for me has been regular visits from a pair of jays. These are seen
regularly around Brent Knoll but I rarely see them at our bird table. Usually, when one
does appear, it only stays for a few seconds and then flies off. These jays have been
staying long enough for me to take some decent photos.
I think the sample that I saw was pretty representative of what one might expect to
see in an hour. One might argue that I skewed the sample by starting the hour with a
relatively uncommon visitor. But this can cut both ways. One year we arrived to find
a sparrowhawk perched on a post in our garden. It stayed there for a quarter of an
hour during which nothing else appeared in the garden! Nevertheless the remaining
time of that BGS was quite productive.
I hope readers took part in the survey. If you didn’t make sure you do so in 2021. Ged

Live Cinema - Upcoming Live & Event Cinema
Fidelia Live from The Royal Opera House
Tuesday 17th March 2020 - 7.15pm
Swan Lake Live from The Royal Ballet Wednesday 1st April 2020 - 7.15pm
Pauline Chadwick
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Experienced Lady Gardeners
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Carpets, Vinyls, Luxury Vinyl Tiles,
Woods and Laminates
• Free, no obligation quote and measure service
• Offering you value for money
• A local professional company
• Quality friendly service
• Domestic and commercial work undertaken

Adam Cahill

Carpet & Flooring

info@cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
www.cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
Advanced Karndean Installation Certificate.
CSCS Certified.

01278 782392 | 07919 575253 | 07525 645170

Check out our
independent
reviews
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE

FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY
2nd Saturday
28/29th March
25th April
Next meeting –

Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café
Book Fair
13th June
Village Fête
Jumble Sale
18th July
‘Six Machine’ on the Green
S Few
Monday, 9th March at 7.45pm in the “Jubilee Room”

Brent Knoll & Mark
Tennis Club

We are a small, friendly tennis club in Brent Knoll, with two all-weather
floodlit tennis courts with a NEW outdoor carpet surface laid last year.

We are inviting all ages and abilities to
FREE Taster Coaching Sessions on
19th & 26th March 2020
3:45 – 4:30pm
Mini Red Ball (Ages 5-6)
4:30 – 5:30pm
Orange Ball (Ages 7-9)
5:30 – 6:30pm
Yellow Ball (Ages 10+)
7:00 – 8:00pm
Adults (All abilities welcome)
Coaching sessions are held every Thursday in term time and
free to club members or £5 per session on a pay as you play basis

To book your place on the free sessions or for any further information
please email Alison at alhillyer@aol.com or call 01934 815407
New members are always welcome, we offer great value annual membership with lots of
benefits including:
 Free use of courts including use of the floodlights at no extra cost
 Free coaching sessions for all ages
 Social tennis sessions
 Opportunity to play in the North Somerset Tennis League
 Meet new friends and keep fit!
www.brentknolltennisclub.co.uk
Becky Boston

WHISTDRIVE
Monday March 9th
Ivy Hall, Brent Knoll

By kind permission of Frances James

7pm start

Entry £1.50 Prizes, Refreshments and Raffle
All Welcome

Proceeds to RNLI
MARCH
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Brent Knoll Launch

South Western Housing Society, in partnership with Sedgemoor District Council, are
excited to shortly be commencing the development at Baker’s Field, Station Road,
Brent Knoll, following two years of hard work put in by the Parish Council, Sedgemoor
District Council and the Project Team. The Society will deliver seven much needed
affordable homes for rent and two shared ownership homes, cross-subsidised by six
open market homes.
The Society will be launching the properties at two Drop-In Open Events in March at
Brent Knoll Parish Hall on:
Friday 6th March 5.30pm – 8pm; and
Saturday 7th March 10am - 4pm
These events will be attended by representatives from South Western Housing
Society and Sedgemoor District Council, as well as Westcoast Properties, the Estate
Agents appointed to market the Open Market and Shared Ownership homes within
the scheme.
Please come along if you are interested in affordable rented, shared ownership or
open market homes within the village.
The scheme includes the following properties, which are proposed to be available
from Autumn this year:
Open Market 2 x 4 bed houses; 2 x 3 bed houses; and 2 x 2 bed houses
Shared Ownership - 2 x 2 bed houses
Affordable Rent 1 x 4 bed house; 1 x 3 bed house; 1 x 2 bed house;
2 x 2 bed apartments; and 2 x 1 bed apartments
For further details, please call South Western Housing Society on 01934 750780 or
Westcoast Properties on 01278 784884.
Karen Walker
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G B Building & Maintenance
Conservation Builder
Historic, Listed and Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering; Stonework; Cob Walls
Lime Wash Paints; Brickwork

Telephone: Mr Gary Broom on
07776032289 or 01823283212
Listed Heritage Member

Mike Brookes
Tel: 07760 880552
The

info@chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk
www.chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk

Chimney
Cleaning

Company
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Your March Sudokus

Radio telescope Sudoku
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As Spring is in the air, Klaus Brenner has produced a lovely pattern in the shape of a
primrose which we hope you will enjoy. It is fairly easy as you can fill in all the remaining
7’s quickly. For those of you who like a harder puzzle, just remove the “7” in the centre
of the pattern. If you get stuck, just put it back again! The 17 clue Sudoku is also a bit
unusual as it has 3 7s and 3 4s (both pairs in 3 boxes) and no 8s! 4 boxes have just 1
clue, 3 have 2 clues, one has 3 clues and one has 4 clues.
12 solutions arrived. Comments were “Thanks for another couple of interesting if routine
grids”: “Two good ones this month David-many thanks”: “did these with ease”, “a double
attempt of the radio telescope one”, “Another enjoyable pair of puzzles - thank you!”.
They were, Klaus Brenner, Jenny Butters, Pauline Chadwick, Tim Cromwell, Christine
Hall, Mac Hares, Liz Ibrahim, Chris Marsh, Frankie and Geoff New, John Spiers, and
Louise Wright (welcome back). Please send entries to me at david@flockman.com or
48, Brent Street. Last month’s Sudoku Solutions (by popular request) are below:David Filmer

Radio telescope Sudoku
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2 9 3 1 8 4 7 5 6
1 7 8 5 9 6 2 4 3
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17 Clue Sudoku
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Lympsham Gardening Club

Our first meeting for 2020 will be on Tuesday 10th March at the Manor Hall, Lympsham.
Please note that this meeting will begin at 7.30pm when Don Everitt will talk about
Lilies and other Summer flowering bulbs. Don’s talk will be followed by our AGM.
Next Meeting will be on Tuesday 14th April at 7.45pm at the Manor Hall, Lympsham
with Colin Higgins. He will be presenting “Nature as Your Neighbour” part 2.
Friends and Visitors are welcome at all our meetings.
Mariette Denison

“Do you get a Valentine card from your wife?”
“No, not every year, I think it depends on the weather.”
“What’s that got to do with it?”
“Well, if it’s a dry day she will keep it for next year, if it’s raining she will say,
‘you don’t expect me to get wet just to post a card do you?’”
“You can’t win can you!”

U R YY 2B TES

You are too wise to be upset
By messages on phone and text
Loving English grammar but yet
Not willing to be easily vexed
You always say “different from” not “to”
Wince when people say “you know”
At every sentence end. They do
Or else they say “I mean” It’s so
Frustrating for a language buff
And yet you smile and listen still
You don’t mind if the accent’s rough

But note each word through good and ill
“It’s what they need to say that matters”
Is your attitude to other folk
Listen to those with lives in tatters
And cheer them with a little joke.
So keep in touch with phone and pen
Do not rant and pontificate
You’ll never lose touch with children
So long as they communicate.

JMS 2002

Brent Knoll Community Cinema
I would like to explore the possibility of setting up a
community cinema at the Parish Hall in Brent Knoll.
If you are interested in helping please give me a call
on 01278 760 226 or email: colinstownsend@me.com
Colin Townsend
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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Teacups and Tiaras

William Hanson’s History of Etiquette
Friday 6 March, 7.30pm

One Step Behind
‘The Masters of Madness
Saturday 7 March, 8pm

Clive Anderson:
Me, Macbeth & I

Saturday 28 March, 7.30pm

Michael Ball & Alfie Bow:
Back Together (Screened Performance)

Friday 27 March, 7.30pm

01278 556677
www.mcmillantheatre.com

Tickets: £20

Bath Road, Bridgwater, Somerset, TA6 4PZ

To us the law is personal.
Personal to you, our client.
Working to your individual requirements is the
difference between getting the job done and getting
the result you want.

YOU

nt
lie e
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This commitment to quality service is why we are one
of the leading firms in Weston and attract work from
local and national clients.

Understanding
your needs

ex Leg
pe a
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Jon Culshaw: The Great
British Take Off

Saturday 11 April, 6pm
Tuesday 14 April, 7pm

Please speak with your local contact Tim Hannah.

01934 623 501
www.powellslaw.com
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BOOK FAIR 2019

It’s our annual Book Fair time again. This will be our only
book fair this year (otherwise it would be bi-annual, of
course!) and it will be on Saturday March 28th and
Sunday March 29th from 10am to 4pm each day. So,
whether you favour hardbacks or paperbacks, incline to old books or new books, are partial
to children’s books or adult books (not that sort!), seek facts or prefer fiction, fancy a laugh
or a cry, enjoy sharpening your brain or soothing your mind, or, maybe, just like reclining in a
chair looking at pictures, we will have something for you. We will also have a few records
(remember them!), CDs, DVDs and, perhaps, even a tape or two, plus a chance to relax with
a little refreshment after (or between) the rather more serious pursuit of that elusive author’s
title you have been looking for this last few years.
With most paperbacks at 50p and most hardbacks at £1 you can’t go wrong, though we will
have an extended selection of better books at slightly higher prices. Come and get a
bargain, brush up on your favourite hobby, buy a book for bedtime, something to send you
sweetly to sleep, or, if you prefer a more adventurous night, why not scare yourself silly with
an exciting thriller. You can seek a novel or a novelty, enjoy the adventures of your heroes,
or bore the pants off a near relative with a book you know they always wanted.
If you have books you would like to donate, please contact me, John Page, on
(01278) 760 986.
John Page

Somerset Choral Society – Come & Sing
The Durufle Requiem – Saturday 28th
March in St Mary’s Church, Wedmore

Somerset Choral Society invites Singers of any ability or voice (SATB) to join them in a
Choral Workshop to “Come & Sing the Durufle Requiem” from 10am to 3.30pm on Saturday
28th March in St Mary’s Church, Wedmore. The Doors will open at 10am for Registration
and the Rehearsal will commence at 10.30am until 12 noon including a refreshment break.
There will be a Lunch Break from 12 noon to 1pm. The afternoon rehearsal will run from
1pm to 3pm including a refreshment break followed by an Informal Performance lasting
about 30 minutes. The workshop will be led by their new Musical Director, Daniel Cushing
and the cost is £10 that will include Tea, Coffee, Squash and biscuits throughout the event.
Singers may hire a copy of the Score for £3. Participants are advised to either bring a
Packed Lunch or to use the Cafés and Pubs in Wedmore for lunch.
For more information or an application form to take part, please contact “Sarah” at
SomersetChoralSociety@hotmail.com or telephone: 01934 742134 or go to
www.somersetsingers.co.uk.
Somerset Choral Society is a member of “Making Music South West” and you will receive a
very warm welcome for what will be a fun day.
Paul Ashmore

Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle

The Brent Knoll Classical Music Circle meets at Ball Copse Hall. Sessions are
held every Monday evening starting at 7pm and last for two hours. The term lasts
until 16th March. The cost for the term is £20, representing less than £2 per session!
I do hope you will join us. Contact Alan Spencer on alanspencer2@compuserve.com or
01278 760572 if you are interested in attending. The programme is available on the Village
Website, under Local Organisations http://www.brentknollvillage.co.uk/musicgroup.htm.
Alan Spencer, BK Classical Music Circle
MARCH
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WILL YOU SUPPORT – AND HELP – A COMMUNITY
SHOP IN BRENT KNOLL?

We now know that Brent Knoll’s village shop will close on 1st March, after our Post
Office has already been put into suspension.
The only hope of retaining our village shop, or restoring our village Post Office, could
be the creation of a community enterprise, with volunteers helping to run the shop and
share-holding “members” investing in the project.
Decisive questionnaire
During the last week of February, 600 copies of a questionnaire will have been
delivered to homes throughout Brent Knoll and East Brent. Another 700 copies will
be made available at pick-up points around the village, while an online version of that
questionnaire has already attracted more than 75 responses.
The deadline for returning completed questionnaires is 7th March.
The purpose of this questionnaire is very simple: if the proposal for a Community
Shop is supported by a majority of parishioners, if sufficient people volunteer to help
to staff the shop, and if enough people agree to buy shares to be voting members, the
project can secure the backing of the Plunkett Foundation.
The Plunkett Foundation is a national charity which has helped 300 villages to set up
successful Community Shops, but they need to know that there is sufficient local
support for a community shop.
It’s all about getting the number of supporters
It is crucial, therefore, that as many Brent Knoll and East Brent parishioners as
possible take the three minutes required to complete the questionnaire.
The early indications from the online survey already suggest that there is strong
support for the concept of a Community Shop, with sufficient people willing to be
volunteers to run the shop, and enough people prepared to invest in shares (priced
between £50-£100) to become voting members of a new community enterprise.
But the final outcome will be determined by how many people complete and return the
questionnaire – and the collective results of their submissions.
David Sturgess
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Open from 7:30am-11pm Monday-Friday,
Serving food from 7:30-9pm
Open from 8:30am-11pm Saturday and
Sunday, Serving food from 8:30am-9pm
Traditional Sunday Lunch- Booking advisable
Superior Accommodation available from
£60.00
Function rooms available for hire for Private
Parties, Weddings, Christenings and
Business Meetings
Children’s Play Area
Log Fire
Why Not visit The Fox And Goose where a
friendly welcome awaits you
Seating available in our Restaurant, Diner
and Bar Area
Bristol Road, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4HH
T:01278 760008/

re love
Your upholstered furniture may be looking a little tired,
but you can fall in love with it all over again when you
get it re-upholstered by Furniture Care Centre.
Call today to arrange a home visit and free, no
obligation quotation.

Call 07825 852285
or email fcc@castelangroup.com

Furniture Care Centre is part of the Castelan Group. Alpha House, Sunnyside Road North, Weston-super-Mare, BS23 3QY

reception@foxandgooseinn.com/www.foxandgooseinn.com
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Quarter Peal

St Michael, Sunday 19th January 2020 (20-3-0 in D)
1296 Cambridge Surprise Minor
1) Alex Hunt
2) Teresa J Dunstone
3) Mo Sweet
4) Isaac J O’Shea
5) John R Schmidt
6) Mervyn J Freeman
Rung to mark the occasion of the three parishes of Brent Knoll, East Brent and
Lympsham combining to form one parish. For Evensong and to welcome 3 back to
quarter peal ringing.
The Quarter Peal rung recently at St Michaels Brent Knoll was in two Methods
containing 1296 changes and was rung non-stop for 47 minutes.
The maximum number of different changes or permutations on the six bells of St
Michael’s is 720, hence ringing two methods to attain the number of changes. A full
peal comprises over 5000 changes and would take 3 ¼ hours on these bells.
There are over 5000 churches in the UK with ringing bells. To avoid the monotony of
ringing in rounds changes evolved. Call changes, where a conductor calls out each
change and, still practised in Devon and Cornwall, Method ringing where each ringer
must learn the pathway or line of changes.
David Wilford

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ

SATURDAY 14th March

at Brent Knoll Parish Hall - 10am to 12 noon

Locally produced fresh Pork, Goat’s milk, cheese and meat, Eggs, Pickles and Preserves.
Vegetable Stall, Speciality Bread, Westcroft Cider, Cakes and Savouries, Handmade Cards,
Silver & Beaded Jewellery, Children’s Games and Toys, Local Crafts, Dog Treats, Textiles,
etc., CDs, DVDs, Books & Bric-a-Brac.

Plus Raffle
The Parish Café will be serving drinks & light snacks.

Entrance FREE

Good Quality, Clean items for BRIC-A-BRAC stall (No Electrical Goods, please)
will be appreciated, (collection or delivery) or to Book a Table (£7 per table)

Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)

Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall

St Michael’s Church Plant Stall at Brent Knoll Fête on
Saturday June 13th

This is a reminder that the Church will be holding its usual plant stall at the Village
Fête. We welcome any plants that you can bring to the stall. If you are dividing
perennials in your garden or thinking about sowing seeds in the next month or so,
please remember to set aside potted up plants that are suitable for sale on the day.
Plants will require to be brought along to the Village Green at 10am on the day of the
Fête.
Ged Keele
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M5 J22 southbound on and off
slip roads – 23/02 to 26/06/2020

Highways England will be carrying out
essential drainage repairs on the M5 J22.
The works will include replacing defective
pipework, upgrading existing filter drains and
construction of new outfalls. These works
will help futureproof against weather events.
We’ll also upgrade the safety barrier and
reinstate signage.
Traffic Management
The majority of work will be completed under
24/7 lane closures and all traffic management
will be removed for the Easter bank holiday.
Some overnight closures will be needed:
• Sun 23rd and Mon 24th February - 8pm to
6am following morning for initial set up.
• Tues 7th and Wed 8th April - 8pm to 6am
following morning to clear for Easter
• Tues 14th and Wed 15th April – 8pm to 6am
following morning for second set up.
• Thurs 25th and Fri 26th June - 8pm to 6am
following morning for final clear.
Locally signed diversions will be in place, please allow an extra 20 minutes for your journey.
Precise dates and times of the works may be subject to change due to weather conditions or
unforeseen circumstances. Please also monitor www.trafficengland.com to keep up to date.
If you have any queries or comments about the work, or would like further information please
contact Highways England Customer Contact Centre on 0300 123 5000 or by email:
info@highwaysengland.co.uk
Matt Holden

2020 “200+ Club” January and February Draws

The January and February draws were made at the February Bazaar. The lucky numbers were
drawn by shoppers and stall holders. The winning numbers were:January
No. Prize Name
First Prize
19 £ 20 Mrs V. Gore
East Ride
Brent Knoll
Second Prize
284 £ 20 Mr G. Hassall
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Third Prize
321 £ 16 The Filmer Family
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Fourth Prize
76 £ 12 Mr & Mrs P. McMahon
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Battleborough Lane Brent Knoll
Fifth Prize
105 £ 12 Mr & Mrs E.C. Fuller
Sixth Prize
205 £ 10 Mrs S.E. Walton
Church Lane
Brent Knoll
Seventh Prize
209 £ 8 Mr & Mrs H.C.A. Gilpin Burton Row
Brent Knoll
Eighth Prize
293 £ 6 Mrs K.B. Wilcox
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
February
No. Prize Name
First Prize
341 £ 20 Mr & Mrs S. Russell
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Second Prize
347 £ 20 Mr & Mrs S. Russell
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Third Prize
109 £ 16 Mr & Mrs T.C. Hannah
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Fourth Prize
25 £ 12 Mr G. White
Ham Road
Brent Knoll
Fifth Prize
363 £ 12 Mr R.M. Cant
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Sixth Prize
152 £ 10 Mr M.J. Smith
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Seventh Prize
329 £ 8 Mrs L.J. Brafield
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Eighth Prize
284 £ 6 Mr G. Hassall
Brent Street
Brent Knoll
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Parish Hall by joining the 200+ Club, we have
again had over 340 numbers. This will help make sure that our Parish Hall continues to meet
the needs of our local community and remains at it’s heart. Bob Filmer, “200+ Club” Co-ordinator
BRENT KNOLL NEWS
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PLUMBING
BY GEORGE Ltd!
Brent Knoll

Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside
taps, Shower replacements, etc.
Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades
Boiler servicing

Tel: 07813 321 197
Company number: 9523398
A company registered in England & Wales

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

Country Retreat Set in
the Heart of Somerset

Near Weston-Super-Mare,
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents
• WIFI
• Fully equipped holiday cottages also
available for house moves, relocation

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com
www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

• Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available
• Used touring caravans for sale
• Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold
Registered (G&S Storage)
a5-landscape.indd 1

DulhornHoliday

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

DulhornFarmHP

07/12/2017 22:03
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Volunteers needed now for
Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil
Appeal in Somerset

Marie Curie, the UK’s leading charity for
people living with a terminal illness and their
families, is urgently calling for volunteers in
Somerset to give just two hours of their time
to hand out the charity’s iconic daffodil pins, in
return for donations.
Volunteers will be supporting the Great
Daffodil Appeal – Marie Curie’s biggest fundraising campaign, held every March.
In the next 10 years, more than six million people will die in the UK and, of this
number, 75% will need end of life care. The money raised from the Great Daffodil
Appeal will help Marie Curie Nurses provide much-needed expert care to people
across Somerset with terminal illnesses, as well as support for their loved ones.
Riona Houghton, Marie Curie Community Fundraiser for Somerset and North Devon,
said: “Whether you wear a daffodil pin in celebration, in solidarity or in memory of a
loved one, you are joining with millions of others to help make sure Marie Curie
Nurses can care for more people, as well as providing invaluable support to their
families.
“Volunteering just two hours at a local collection is a great way to show your support
and help us raise money to help make sure that we can be there for more people at
the end of their lives.
“Collecting can be a lot of fun too. You can do it on your own or with family and
friends, and we will support you every step of the way. Volunteering is also an easy
way to get involved in your local community and meet new people.”
Sue Golden from Bridgwater said: “I collect every year for the Great Daffodil Appeal
and it’s a great feeling to be supporting such an important cause. I’ve met so many
kind and interesting people along the way - many of whom have directly benefited
from the care provided by Marie Curie Nurses in their own homes.”
To volunteer for Marie Curie’s Great Daffodil Appeal and give out the charity’s
daffodils pins in return for donations, please visit mariecurie.org.uk/collect or contact
Riona on Riona.houghton@mariecurie.org.uk or call 0117 9420 429.

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY
our Parish Clerk, Owen Cullwick
will be holding a Parish Surgery on

Wednesday, March 4th
4.30pm to 6pm

Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall

Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk to discuss any issues
MARCH
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Useful Village Contacts:

Contact
e-mail
Revd. Kevin Wright
priest.tpots@gmail.com
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Carole Carter
office.tpots@gmail.com
Miss Frances James
Mike Smith
Church Cleaners
Weit Harper
Church Flowers
Mrs Marion Vining
Poppy Organiser
Mrs Sally Wingate
Brass Cleaners
Miss Frances James
Methodist Church,
Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk
Janet Southwell
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright,
Member of Parliament
James Heappey
James.heappey.mp@parliament.uk
County Councillor
Bob Filmer
BFilmer@somerset.gov.uk
District Councillor
Bob Filmer
bob.filmer@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Andrew Gilling
andrew.gilling@sedgemoor.gov.uk
Parish Council,
Clerk
Owen Cullwick
clerk@brentknollpc.co.uk
Chairman
Colin Townsend
colinstownsend@me.com
Planning enquiries Andrea Hurkett
andreah@sentinor.com
Footpath Contact Cynthia Trivett–Bill
cynthia.trivett.bill@googlemail.com
Parish Hall
Booking Secretary Jenny Butters
jenny.butters@onetel.com
Bazaar
Eddie Fuller
eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
Chairman
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Secretary
Sandra Few
sjfizzard@aol.com
Doctor
Dr S L Aung
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline
Western Power Distribution
Power Cut?
WRVS Prescription Service
Brent Knoll Primary School
Chris Burman
office@brentknoll.somerset.sch.uk
Toddlers Group
Jane Hannah
timothyhannah@aol.com
Brent Knoll Tadpoles Pre-School
Cathy Hurley
Village Shop
Caroline Chennells
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Distribution
Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com
Police Non-Emergency Number
Rhyne Problems
Lower Axe Draining Board
Village Agent
Kim Wilcox
Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk
National Trust Honorary Ranger
Ged Keele
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll
Parochial Church Council, Secretary,
Church Administrator
Church Warden

Village Societies:

Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)
Cancer Research Campaign
Conservative Branch
Ecumenical Group
Good Companions
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows
Horticultural Society (Burnham)
Royal British Legion
Short Mat Bowling Club
Table Tennis Club
Tennis Club
Women’s Institute
Women’s Society
E&OE
BRENT KNOLL NEWS

Sarah Joyce
Bob Filmer
bob@flockman.com
Revd. Margaret Trapp
Mrs Ann Robson
Jane Sinnott
jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk
Rod Southwell
Alan Castle
John Mathews
Alison Hillyer
Janet Southwell
Julie Baker

Telephone
760844
769082
769082
760287
760691
760803
760612
760610
760287
784808
760445
783920
422703
01749 343255
760760
760760
01934 750580
07917 445215
760226
760099
760198
760477
760308
760760
760451
760313
111
105
760313
760546
760629
769126
760225
760760
760308
101
789906
07943 555519
769010
787493
t.b.c.
760760
760573
760981
t.b.c.
760445
760424
07414 868333
01934 815407
760445
751229
MARCH
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Diary for March
1st
2nd
2nd
2nd
3rd
3rd
4th
4th
4th

Page

Village Shop Closes
12.30pm
8
Short Mat Bowls (Every Monday)
Parish Hall
2.00pm
Ecumenical Group
Methodist Church
2.30pm
4,15
Classical Music Circle (Every Monday)
Ball Copse Hall
7.00pm
39
Toddlers (Every Tuesday)
Methodist Schoolroom 10.30-12 noon
4
The Royal British Legion meeting
Red Cow Inn
7.30pm
23
SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste
Your House
Early!!
Parish Surgery
Jubilee Room
4.30-6.00pm 7,47
Parish Council – Public Session
Jubilee Room
7.00pm
7
Parish Council Meeting
Jubilee Room to follow immediately
5th All-Sorts Community Choir (Every Thursday) Methodist Church
7.30-9.30pm
Parish Hall
5.30pm-8pm
32
6th South Western Housing Drop-in event
7th St Mary’s Handbell Ringers practice (Every Sat) Ivy Hall
9.30am
7th South Western Housing Drop-in event
Parish Hall
10.00am-4pm
32
7th Madness in March
St Michael’s Church 10.00am
3
7th Deadline for returning Village Shop Questionnaires
40
8th International Women’s Day
9th Whist Drive
Ivy Hall
7.00pm
31
9th Parish Hall Committee meeting
Jubilee Room
7.45pm
31
10th Lympsham Gardening Club incl. AGM
Manor Hall, Lympsham 7.30pm
36
11th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
11th Coffee & Biscuit drop in
Secret World
10.00am-4pm
12
Parish Hall
2.30pm
23
11th Women’s Institute – ‘History of the WI”
14th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café
Parish Hall
10am-noon 31,43
15th Deadline for April Brent Knoll News
12.00 noon
50
16th Meet & Eat
Nuttall Room
12.30pm
23
16th WI Craft Group
Methodist Schoolroom 2.30pm
16
16th Alzheimer & Dementia Carers Group
Brentcombe House 4.00pm
15
17th Fidelia Live
Ritz Cinema
7.15pm
28
18th SORT IT+ Recycling & Green Waste
Your House
Early!!
18th Good Companions “Clifford White”
Parish Hall
2.30pm
16
19th COM-FOR-TEA - Comfort Group
Contact Dot
2.00pm
15
Tennis Club
3.45pm-8pm
31
19th Taster Coaching Session
21st/22nd Model Railway Exhibition
King Alfred School 10.00am-4pm
27
21st Quiz Night – Royal British Legion
Red Cow Inn
7.30pm
40
22nd Mothering Sunday
3,4
25th SORT IT+ Recycling & Rubbish
Your House
Early!!
26th Bereaved Friends Group
87, Brent Street
2.30pm
15
26th Taster Coaching Session
Tennis Club
3.45pm-8pm
31
26th Women’s Society – Hot Pot Supper
t.b.a.
7.30pm
23
27th Mobile Library [Friday]
Village Shop
9.20-10.05am
27,28,29th “Spirit of the Wild” Art Exhibition
Secret World
10.00am-4pm
12
Parish Hall
10am-4pm 31,39,44
28th/29th Book Fair
28th Come & Sing the Durufle Requiem
St Mary’s, Wedmore 10.00am
39
29th British Summertime Starts. Clocks go forward 1 hour

Deadline for the April 2020 Issue –

All contributions to be received by noon on Sunday 15th March, to:- bob@flockman.com The
Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions. Views expressed are those of individual
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or the standpoint of the Brent
Knoll News. The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution.

BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk
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Come and see us at Burnham Swim & Sports Academy, Berrow Rd
Chartered Physiotherapists Liz & Andy Gardner
are HCPC & CSP registered
to assess and treat a variety of injuries
Sports injuries & massage
Acupuncture • Back pain & sciatica
Joint & muscle pains • Neck pain & headaches
Registered with all major insurance providers

Please visit us online or
call to make a booking

01278 785221

www.centralsomersetphysio.co.uk
enquiries@centralsomersetphysio.co.uk
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A WINNING

COMBINATION
LEAFLETS
BUSINESS CARDS
BOOKLETS
FLYERS
BUSINESS FORMS
LETTERHEADS
BROCHURES
POSTERS
TICKETS
MENUS
INVITATIONS

and more

call 01278

423637

email sales@bwwprint.co.uk

visit www.bwwprint.co.uk

Herswell Business ParkSalmon ParadeBridgwaterTA6 5PY

