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We’ve got some great Mothering Sunday cards for only £1 
Join us for our popular “Quiz Night” on Saturday 7th March  

in the Parish Hall 
The next “Sausage Sizzler” and table top sale (10am to 12 noon) is  

Saturday 28th March  
We are open every day of the week 

Monday 8.30am - 2pm; Tuesday - Friday 8.30 - 5pm;    
Saturday 8.30am - 4pm; Sunday 8.30 - 12noon   
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T h e  P a r i s h  o f  T h r e e  S a i n t s  
St Christopher’s, Lympsham St Michael’s, Brent Knoll St Mary’s, East Brent 

Contacts Baptisms  
To arrange a Baptism, contact the Church Administrator. 
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.churchofenglandchristenings.org 

Weddings 
Weddings can be arranged by contacting our Church 
Administrator who will discuss, availability of dates and 
times, also talk with you about the qualifying connection 
you must have with the Parish and to take your contact 
details. 
You will then be contacted to arrange a mutually 
convenient time to meet to discuss your commitment and 
requirements. 
Please also see Church of England website for more 
information- www.yourchurchwedding.org 

Funerals 
Your chosen Funeral Director will contact our Church 
Administrator to arrange your requirements. 

******************* 

Visit our website – 
www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk 
Facebook: TPOTS  Twitter: @TPOTS6 
Safeguarding – Contact  
Ginnie Soffe 01278 769117   or  
Church Office 01278 769082 
e-mail safeguarding.tpots@gmail.com 

The Parish is currently in vacancy until 
30th March 2026 when Reverend Robyn is 

Licensed as Priest-in-Charge  
Please contact Church Office 

Associate Priest 
Reverend Neil Biddiscombe 

Tel 07862 045215 
e-mail - associatepriest.tpots@outlook.com 

Church Administrator – Mrs Carole Carter 
Church Office, Church Road, East Brent, Somerset, TA9 4HZ 

Tel 01278 769082 
e-mail office.tpots@gmail.com 

Office is open Monday, Wednesday & Friday 10am – 1pm 
Churchwardens 

St Michael’s, Brent Knoll 
Mike Smith 01278 760691 
mikesmithchurch@gmail.com 
Frances James 01278 760287 (Warden Emeritus) 

Church Treasurer – Contact Church Office 
01278 769082 /  office.tpots@gmail.com 

PCC Secretary – Mrs Carole Carter 
01278 769082 / office.tpots@gmail.com 

 

 
 
 

March 2026 
  1st   10.00am  Parish Eucharist St Michael’s, Brent Knoll 
  8th   10.00am  Parish Eucharist St Christopher’s, Lympsham 
15th   

Mothering Sunday 
  8.30am 
10.00am 

Holy Communion BCP 
All Age Eucharist 

 
St Mary’s, East Brent 

22nd   10.00am  Parish Eucharist St Michael’s, Brent Knoll 
29th 10.30am  Parish Eucharist 

Note change of time & venue 
Joint Service with Berrow & 
Brean at St Mary’s, Berrow 

30th (Monday)   7.00pm  Licensing Service of 
Reverend Robyn 

Golden-Hann 

 
St Mary’s, Berrow 

Night Prayer every Wednesday at 7.30pm – ZOOM – link from parish website 
For latest information please see www.theparishofthreesaints.org.uk or notices in church porches. 

Brent Knoll Take-Away 
Dates for your diary: 
  5th March 5-7pm - Fish & Chips 19th March 5-7pm - Fish & Chips 



MARCH                                                                                                BRENT KNOLL NEWS

4 
 

Brent Methodist Church (https://eastbrentmethodistchurch.org.uk/) 
Minister Revd. Steve Bennett 

At the time of writing, we're looking forward to welcoming our friends from Brean 
Methodist Church to a joint service here at Brent Methodist Church. We always enjoy 
these times of joint fellowship and we're looking forward to visiting them on 15th 
March. Please note that there will no service here at Brent Methodist Church that 
Sunday. 
As we continue through our journey of Lent, we also continue to hold the Village tightly 
in our prayers. 
God bless. Rosemary Krull (on behalf of all of us at Brent Methodist Church) 

Services at Brent Methodist Church (East Brent) @ 10.30am 
  1st March : Rev Steve Bennett 
  8th March : Rev John James 
15th March : Rev Steve Bennett (Holy Communion) 
  (Service at Brean Methodist Church) 
22nd March : Mr Len Horlock 
29th March : Rev Steve Bennett 

Announcement 
We are pleased to announce that the Bishop of Bath and Wells has 
appointed the Reverend Robyn Golden-Hann to the post of Priest in 
Charge of the Benefice of Berrow and Brean and the Benefice of 
Three Saints. She will be licensed on 30th March 2026 at 7pm in St 
Mary’s Church, Berrow.  All Welcome 

 

The Guides, Brownies, Rainbows and Parish Hall Committee are holding a 
Jumble Sale on Saturday 18th April at 10.30am. 

50p entry fee 
If you have any Jumble (Clothes, Bric-a-Brac, Toys, etc) please bring them along 

to the Hall on the evening of 17th April from 5pm or on the 18th April from 9am.  
If you would like your items collected, please ring Sandra on 01278 760451 

WASGIJ WhatsApp ?! 
Is anyone interested in forming a group (preferably a WhatsApp group) for the 
exchange of WASGIJ's.  If so please contact Allan on 07833 921 334. Allan 

Quote of the Month 
To travel is not so much about the destinations, but more with whom we travel.  The 
places explored.  The people and cultures we meet before returning home, better for 
the experience, knowledge and understanding gained along the journey. Grancha 
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Local installer with over 40 years 
experience

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

BRENT TREE SERVICES 
Proprietor David Bateman 

NCH(Arb)1994: Tech. Cert. (Arbor.A)2011 
FOR ALL ASPECTS OF TREEWORK 

Fully Insured 
Valentine, Crowcombe Heathfield, Taunton, TA4 4BU 

Mobile: 07387 210502 
e-mail - djpbateman@tiscali.co.uk     
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PIGHTLE PAWS
Training for dogs and their handlers 
From little paws to big paws, pups to adults, rehomes & rescues.  
Behavioural problems to competition, nervous handlers to 
confidant handlers. 

KC Good Citizens, KC Rally, 
Activity Dog, Action Rally Dog 

Classes in Brent Knoll & East Huntspill, daytime and evenings. 
  Contact Jenny on 07748781593 or jenny@pightle.co.uk  

 

                                                               The Red Cow 
 
 
 

Open Monday – Saturday from 11am – 
3pm and 6pm – 10pm 

Open Sundays from 12pm – 3pm and 
5:45pm – 9pm 

Function room hire available for buffets or 
meetings please see Website for more 
information or give us a call on 01278 
760234 

Bookings and takeaways can be made by 
telephone only. 

Booking ahead is advised during busy 

periods. www.theredcowpub.com 

Full menu available for takeaway. 
 

     Sunday Lunch Special 

A choice of two roast meats 
locally sourced from our 
butcher. Accompanied by 
Roast potatoes, New 
potatoes, Chantenay 
carrots, Broccoli & 
Cauliflower cheese, 
Yorkshire pudding & Red 
Cow gravy  

 

Vegetarian option available 
as well as vegan & gluten 
free option. 

ESTATE AGENTS
LETTINGS

The Red Cow 
 
 
 

Open Monday – Saturday from 11am – 3pm and 
6pm – 10pm 
Open Sundays from 12pm – 3pm and 5:45pm – 
9pm 
Function room hire available for buffets or 
meetings please see Website for more 
information or give us a call on 01278 760234 
Bookings and takeaways can be made by 
telephone only. 
Booking ahead is advised during busy periods. 
www.theredcowpub.com 
Full menu available for takeaway. 
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Notes from the Parish Council  
February meeting 
Approval of minutes of the meeting held on the 7th January. 
Planning Matters – None 
Financial Matters Agreed 
(a) Statutory Payments List:  Approved by Members for 2025/2026. 
(b) Variable payments List:  Approved by members for February 2026. 
(c) Budget update shared with members no questions raised. 
(d) Two Community 137 grants agreed to Meet and Eat and Brent Knoll Companions. 
National Grid improvement and Substation  
Ongoing survey and legal work by National Grid completion likely in Spring 2026. 
Other Key Decisions taken by the Parish Council 
(a) Development of a new website nearing completion and will be launched in March 2026 a 

new legally and secure domain using ‘.gov.uk’ protocols now in place and the new email 
for the Parish Council clerk@brentknollparishcouncil.gov.uk this will replace all previous 
emails which will discontinue from March 1st 2026. 

(b) Hills to Levels improvement scheme grant has been approved and work ready to 
progress subject only to landowners’ verification. 

(c) Cold Calling:  there has been reported an increase in cold calling activity in and around 
the village.  New signage is being drafted to mitigate some of this unwanted activity. 

(d) Flagpole Repositioning:  Consideration is being given to moving the location of the 
flagpole further back which will make a safer management of the pole going forward; a 
final decision to be taken in March. 

A full copy of the minutes is available on the website and can also be obtained by contacting 
the clerk.  You can also view the meetings by following this link Brent Knoll Parish Council 
meetings - YouTube or entering https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCXx-
BC7euoE9ha5ptq7HM2Q. 
Future Meetings 
The next meetings of the Parish Council will be on Wednesday 4th March at 7pm in the 
Jubilee Room.  The Parish Surgery will be on Tuesday 3rd March in the Jubilee Room of 
the Parish Hall from 10am to 12 noon.  Contact the Clerk on any Council matters.  
Provisional meeting may be on 18th March. 
 Owen J Cullwick, Tel No. 07917 445 215 clerk@brentknollparishcouncil.gov.uk 

All-Sorts Choir 
A Challenge awaits You 
Do you want to do something different in 2026?  Maybe something you haven’t done 
for years but have enjoyed in the past?  Do you want to build new friendships, enjoy a 
challenge, whilst having fun? 

Come to the All-Sorts Choir, it’s at the East Brent Hall from 19.30 – 
21.15 on Thursday evenings.  You don’t have to be able to read music 
and the first session is free. 
Just let me know if you would like to come. 
Contact: sue.toon@btinternet.com or 01278 760753.               Sue Toon 
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Brent Knoll’s Community Shop News 
Please take a moment to join our twin campaigns to persuade Royal Mail to install a 
post-box outside our new shop to replace the one that was removed from the old 
village shop and to persuade the Post Office to enable us to restore some of the 
services our village lost when our Post Office closed. 
It’s easy: just sign the petition page printed in this issue of the Brent Knoll News or 
come into the Community Shop and sign the petition there. 
Thanks to the wonderful efforts of our fabulous team of volunteers, the Community 
Shop is flourishing, but we have not forgotten our commitment to making every effort to 
restoring the loss of our Post Office. 
Meanwhile, our coffee machine is now connected to the water-mains and future dates 
include: 

• 28th March: “Sausage Sizzler” & Table-top sale; 
• 30th July: Annual Members’ Meeting. 

. David Sturgess 

Brent Knoll Short Mat Bowls Club 
Are you looking for a new activity for 2026? 
Join us at Brent Knoll Short Mat Bowls Club. 
We play Monday and Friday afternoons between 2 and 4pm in Brent Knoll Parish Hall. 

It is a game for all age groups and will help to keep you fit. 
Bowls can be supplied and beginners are welcome. 
Please contact Glynis 07709970215 for further information. 

Glynis Carey, Secretary 
Bits and Bobs FOR SALE 
If you have an item for sale, send me details of it with your asking 
price, your contact details and £1 per line.  Prospective buyers 
contact you direct.  All transactions are between the two parties and 
the BKN is not involved.                                                                    Ed. 
FOR SALE- Extending ladder, wood and metal, 11 ½ft x 1ft, metric 350m x 35m.  
Extends to about double.  £25 ono buyer collects from Harp Road.   
Contact Stuart - 01278 760293. 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH SURGERY 
with our Parish Clerk  

Owen Cullwick and a Parish Councillor 
will be holding a Parish Surgery on 

Tuesday, March 3rd, 2026 
10am to 12 noon 

Jubilee Room, Brent Knoll Parish Hall 
Please use this opportunity to meet your Parish Clerk and councillors to discuss any issues 
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Hi! I’m Sheri - you may 
know me from your local 

travel agency.

I’m excited to share that I’ve recently 
launched my own travel business as part 
of Luxury Dream Holidays.

I can offer a truly personal service to 
create unforgettable holidays at fantastic 
prices - all fully ABTA and ATOL protected 
for peace of mind.

Whenever you’re dreaming of your  
next getaway, I’d love to help bring  
those plans to life. 

Sheri

Sheri Evans

Personal Travel Consultant

Luxury Dream Holidays

07308 260746

sheri.evans@luxurydreamholidays.co.uk

www.luxurydreamholidays.co.uk

SHERI - A6 Postcard Luxury Dream Holidays (DEC25).indd   2SHERI - A6 Postcard Luxury Dream Holidays (DEC25).indd   2 02/12/2025   16:1402/12/2025   16:14
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   HHoollyywweellll  
 NNuurrssiinngg  HHoommee  

 

Over the years Holywell has been a place where people could 
come to receive the best nursing care. 

Nestled in a warm, friendly community we offer homecooked 
meals and a safe comfortable environment. 

Holywell offer a high standard of Nursing care to end of life care 
with a dedicated team of staff. 

Holywell continues to be registered and regulated by the CQC. 
120 Brent Street, Brent Knoll, Somerset, TA9 4BB.   

Tel. 01278 760601  
email management@holywellnursinghome.co.uk. 

  

AARDVARK
A V O

WIRING OUR WAY TO A 
BRIGHTER FUTURE

ELECTRICAL SERVICES

DOMESTIC   |   COMMERCIAL   |   INDUSTRIAL   |   AGRICULTURAL

• FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTES

• PART P QUALIFIED

• PAT TESTING

• EICR - ELECTRICAL INSTALLATIONS CONDITION REPORTS 
(DOMESTIC/LANDLORD)

• 18TH EDITION

• INSPECTION & TESTING

• FULLY INSURED

• NAPIT REGISTERED

FREEPHONE
0800 954 9623

Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

BRENT TREE SERVICES

FOR ALL ASPECTS OF TREE WORK

TEL: 01278 787187

Fully Insured

19 Killarney Ave, Burnham-on-Sea, Somerset TA8 1NB

Proprietor
David Bateman
NCH(Arb)1994 : Tech. Cert.(Arbor.A)2011

Computer Problems? We come to you!
Services include:
• Problem Solving & Repairs • Broadband Problems • iPhone/iPad help
• Virus/Spyware Removal • Performance Improvement • Upgrades
• New PC Systems • Wireless Networking • Websites

Serving home & business users for over 15 years                                                           Est. 1996 

SHORT NOTICE VISITS OFTEN POSSIBLE   •   EVENINGS & WEEKENDS ALSO AVAILABLE

Mobile engineers covering Burnham, Highbridge, W-s-M  
and surrounding villages

Engineer: 07973 536299
Office: 01278 787846 
E-mail enquiry: sales@e-cps.co.uk

www.e-cps.co.uk
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ACCESS 
TO HIGHER 
EDUCATION 
A one-year Access to  
HE Diploma could be  
your route to university  
and a rewarding career.

www.somerset.ac.uk  |  01278 441234

Scan this  
QR for more 
information.

•Traditional Window Cleaning & WFP 

• Pressure Washing 
• Gutter Clearance 

• Gutter, Fascia & Soffit Cleaning 
• Static and Touring Caravan Cleaning 

• Fully Insured
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St Michael’s Churchwarden’s report 
Greetings to you all. 
We were very pleased to welcome the school into church for their Candlemas Service, 
again the church being filled with joyous and enthusiastic singing. 
Thank you to all who came and supported the church at the ‘Soup and Pud’ lunch and 
thanks to all the helpers who came along on the day and thanks too to all the soup 
makers and pudding makers. 
Services continue to be held in the Parish and thank you again to the Rev Neil 
Biddiscombe for all your time given to the parish. 
Please come along and support us again for our Annual Churchyard Clear up day on 
Saturday March 7th from 9.30am, light refreshments will be available. 
As you may be aware we are fast approaching the Licensing and Welcome service for 
our new Priest in Charge together with Berrow and Brean and we are pleased to report 
that the Reverend Robyn Golden-Hann will be licensed on 30th March at 7pm at St. 
Mary’s Church, Berrow and that the licensing will be carried out by the new Bishop of 
Taunton, The Right Reverend Dr Fiona Gibson, All are welcome to the service.  Please 
continue to pray for Robyn as she prepares to begin a new ministry amongst us. 

Mike Smith, St. Michael’s Churchwarden, 01278 760691, 
mikesmithchurch@gmail.com 

Crufts / Parish Hall Book Fair 
You are probably wondering what has Crufts got to do with the Parish Hall Book Fair. 
The proceeds of the kitchen sales go towards funding the Inter-regional Rally Team for 
the South & Southwest for which I have the privilege of managing.  The South & 
Southwest encompasses the counties of Herefordshire, Gloucestershire, Wiltshire, 
Somerset, Dorset, Devon and Cornwall.  We usually have two try-out days, usually on 
the Somerset / Wiltshire border and one on the Devon / Cornwall border, from which a 
team of seven handlers and dogs must be chosen.  We cannot have more than 2 dogs 
of the same breed; hence it can be quite a juggling act. 
Once the team is selected, we prepare them for Crufts with 4 training sessions.  Kit 
must be purchased and venues paid for.  With Rally we need quite a large venue, 
generally large horse arenas, all very costly.  The privilege of being manager has no 
money attached to it, so a lot of time is spent raising funds for the team, in one way or 
another and this is one way. 
Next time you are in the Parish Hall look out for the glass trophies that are in the 
Nuttall room. 

Book Fair Saturday 21st – Sunday 22nd March – 
Open from 10am – 4pm both days 

From 10am – 11.30am - Bacon sandwiches  
12 noon - 2.00pm  Delicious home-made Cornish Pastie, Beef casserole, Cheese or 
mushroom omelette, Broccoli and stilton quiche all served with seasonal veg. 
Trifle, cheesecake & Crumble available for afters. 
Hot drinks and squash available all day and some very tasty cakes. 
Hope to see you there. Jenny 
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Contact your local Burnham-on-Sea

office to book a FREE market appraisal

01278 782326

residential.burnham-on-sea@gth.net

GREENSLADE TAYLOR HUNT

www.gth .net

E X P E R T  A D V I C E  A T

E V E R Y  S T A G E  O F  Y O U R

P R O P E R T Y  J O U R N E Y

Residential Sales & Lettings
Antiques Saleroom
Probate Valuations

Surveys

R. MILLARD
 SON

PROP. A.L. HOLLEY

6 Springfield Road
Highbridge TA9 3AH

Tel 01278 793078
24 hour Personal Service

Private Chapel of Rest

Pre-paid Funerals
Arranged

Memorials Supplied

LONGEST ESTABLISHED
FAMILYRUN FUNERAL
BUSINESS IN THE AREA

CHELSEA FARM 
Flowers and Plants 
HARP RD, BRENT KNOLL, 
TA9 4HQ TEL: 01278 760480 

PLANTS 
HANGING BASKETS  

TO ORDER 
Contact / Order: 

 
Chelsea-Farm-Flowers-and-Plants 

 
chelseafarmcentreltd@gmail.com 
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Do you need a regular, friendly & professional 

window cleaner,  based in Brent Knoll?

The services I provide are:-
Window cleaning, using the latest state of the art      

reach & wash system  

Gutter clearance & cleaning

Facias & soffit cleaning

Conservatories

For a free no obligation quote contact:-                  

Matt on 07780 303030

email: aswindowcleaningco@gmail.com 

Do you need a regular, friendly & professional 

window cleaner,  based in Brent Knoll?

The services I provide are:-
Window cleaning, using the latest state of the art      

reach & wash system  

Gutter clearance & cleaning

Facias & soffit cleaning

Conservatories

For a free no obligation quote contact:-                  

Matt on 07780 303030

email: aswindowcleaningco@gmail.com 

Do you need a regular, friendly & professional 

window cleaner,  based in Brent Knoll?

The services I provide are:-
Window cleaning, using the latest state of the art      

reach & wash system  

Gutter clearance & cleaning

Facias & soffit cleaning

Conservatories

For a free no obligation quote contact:-                  

Matt on 07780 303030

email: aswindowcleaningco@gmail.com 

AAWWAARRDD  WWIINNNNIINNGG  AAPPPPRROOVVEEDD  WWOORRKKSSHHOOPP

01934 670032
hello@tourertechs.co.uk

For Caravan, Motorhome, Horse Box and 
Trailer Servicing, 

Accessories and Repairs
www.tourertechs.co.uk



 
 

 
11 Victoria Street, Burnham-on-Sea, TA8 1AL  

01278 786602 (24-7 service) 
info@blackrockvets.com  
www.blackrockvets.com 
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Your Local Funeral Services
Burnham Funeral Services

Burnham

01278 588 117
97 Oxford Street, TA8 1EW

We are here to help 24 hours a day

Richard Marsh Funeral Services
Highbridge

01278 588 216
98 Church Street, TA9 3HR

www.burnhamfuneralservicesltd.co.uk www.richardmarshfuneralservices.co.uk
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         YOUR 
ADVERT HERE

Contact - Bob Filmer
Telephone - 760 760 or 
bob@flockman.com

YOUR ADVERT HERE
Contact Bob Filmer

Tel: 760 760 or bob@flockman.com

 
 

 
11 Victoria Street, Burnham-on-Sea, TA8 1AL  

01278 786602 (24-7 service) 
info@blackrockvets.com  
www.blackrockvets.com 
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A mother’s love 
Mother’s Day in March reminds me of the strong bond that wildlife has.  That desire to 
save their young can be amazing.  If you come across a nest while working in the 
garden or discover a beautiful fawn curled up in long grass, as long as they look 

healthy and aren’t crying, the babies are really best left alone for 
at least an hour or so.  This will give the mum chance to come 
back to them.  In many instances, the mother will return and 
remove them one by one to a safer place.  

We have often been able to 
return badger and fox cubs, 
fawns, hedgehogs and birds 
for the mother to return to 
although this is done with a lot 
of work and monitoring.  About 
50% of the time the mother will 

return and the young will have a better chance of 
survival with a parent to show them life skills.  

Sometimes mums work over and above the usual bond with their young.  Next month 
is the time to hear the cuckoo, which is the male calling.  It is often then taken to be the 
sign of summer on its way.  The cuckoo is a dove-sized bird with blue, grey plumage 
and a barred belly.  It is now considered to be on the red list as this bird is seriously in 
decline.  The poem I know is:- 

The cuckoo arrives in April, it sings its song in May, by June it will have laid its eggs 
and July the cuckoo flies away. 

Cuckoos usually choose the same species as the nest that it came from as it can 
mimic the colour of the eggs.  The females will lay anything from 15 – 22 single eggs 
so that’s quite a few nests to find!  Once hatched the young cuckoos will force the 
correct chicks of the species out of the nest, growing at a fast rate.  Still being fed for 
two weeks once fully fledged and out of the nest, the cuckoo juvenile will be many 
times the size of the parents that are usually working tremendously hard to find enough 
food for this ever-hungry chick.  The adult cuckoos fly away to Africa in June but the 
young ones are a little later to leave once they are in good condition. 

A favourite nest chosen by the cuckoo is often one built by Meadow 
Pipit.  This bird will only weigh 15-20 gms whereas the adult cuckoo 
can weigh 105-130gms.  A juvenile cuckoo will be eating almost 
twice the amount of food that an adult will need.  Anyone with 
teenage children will know the food forever disappearing from the 
fridge or cupboard! 

So, this month, remember that thank you for your mum for all that she has done for 
you – and mums put your feet up just for one day, you deserve it!. Pauline Kidner 

Front Cover Photo  -   
Thank you to Steve Baggs for the cover photo of Sheep enjoying the sun at Ball Copse 
Hall.  Thanks to John Page for the spring photos on page 2. Bob 
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Meet and Eat 
Meet and Eat will be held on Monday March 9th in the Nuttall Room at Brent Knoll 
Parish Hall at 12.30pm.  Please book with Liz on 01278 760810 or email 
gill.poulter2@btinternet.com.  
New diners will always receive a warm welcome.  Thanks to a generous donation from 
the Parish Council, the cost for lunch will currently remain at £5. 
 Meet and Eat team 

Tea & Chat 
We will meet again in St. Michael’s vestry/church room on Wednesday March 11th at 
2.30pm.  All past members are welcome to come and have tea, chat and maybe there 
will be cake. Margaret Smith, 01278 760691 

Women’s Society 
Our next meet up will be at Sanders on Thursday 26th March at 12 noon.  Any ideas for 
our future programme will be welcome. 
New ladies feel free to join us.  Contact Julie or Lyn for details. 
Sadly, we have lost two of our dear friends of Women’s Society, Ann and Sue.         
We send our love to their families. Julie Baker 

Fun in Fundraising 
Thank you to all who came to the ‘Soup and Pud’ lunch on February 7th.  Thanks also 
to those who made soup and puddings, served and helped set up etc.  It was a lovely 
social occasion raising much needed funds for St Michael’s Church.  
Due to other commitments and a shortage of committee members we haven’t yet 
arranged many events this year.  However, if you enjoyed the ‘Soup and Pud’ lunch 
please put October 17th in your diary for a ‘Spud and Pud’ lunch. 
Next month we hope to have details of another musical event in the church and other 
future events. 

Mike and Margaret Smith, 01278 760691; mikesmithchurch@gmail.com, on behalf of 
the Fun in Fundraising Team, St. Michael’s Church 

Thank you to the Brent 
Knoll ‘Wombles’ 
Just a small thank you to our very own 
‘Wombles’ (not the Wimbledon variety), 
who make the effort to pick up litter 
around the village whilst they are out and 
about walking, for no other reason than 
to help keep our village looking tidy. 
It would be great if the need wasn’t there, 
but your efforts don’t go unnoticed.       
Uncle Bulgaria would be proud and the 
rest of us appreciate your efforts.  

Bob 
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Misted Up Double Glazed 
Unit Replacement

Broken Glass Repairs

New Work

Mirrors

Telephone
MOBILE 07539 291804

TELEPHONE 01278 794510
EMAIL jammer13@hotmail.co.uk
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Your Local Funeral Services
Burnham Funeral Services

Burnham

01278 588 117
97 Oxford Street, TA8 1EW

We are here to help 24 hours a day

Richard Marsh Funeral Services
Highbridge

01278 588 216
98 Church Street, TA9 3HR

www.burnhamfuneralservicesltd.co.uk www.richardmarshfuneralservices.co.uk
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MMiikkee  LLaappaaggee  
PPrrooppeerrttyy  MMaaiinntteennaannccee  
Landscaping, Fencing, 
Decking, Paving 
Brick, Block and Stone Work 
Roofing, Slates, Tiles and 
Leadwork 
Gutters, Fascia and Soffits 
Flooring, Tiling 
Painting and Decorating 

MMoobb::    0077885577  333344  118888  
TTeell::          0011227788  332288  115577  
EEmmaaiill::  
mmiicchhaaeellllaappaaggee@@yyaahhoooo..ccoomm  
TThhee  LLooddggee,,  SShhrruubb  FFaarrmm,,  BBuurrttoonn  RRooww,,  
BBrreenntt  KKnnoollll  TTAA99  44BBXX 

 

Glennys 
Appliance Repair 
glennysappliancerepair
@gmail.com  
Tel. - 07548 463328 

RIBA architect

studio.somerset@outlook.com
studio_somerset

residential alterations
contemporary / heritage
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Brent Knoll House Histories – 106 
Major changes were happening in Axbridge around the time that the Relators issued their 
complaint against John Tucker, Mayor and the rest of the Corporation.  Tucker had only 
become Mayor in November of 1803 due to the death of the elected Mayor for that year, 
Joshua Shartman.  However, during his term of office eight new Inferior Burgesses were 
elected in May and another three in August 1804.  Whether that had anything to do with 
the conflict taking place against the French is something I am not sure about, but there 
were normally only about twenty-two Inferior Burgesses at any one time and they each 
normally stayed in that role for life.  A copy of the accusations was sent to the Corporation 
and a response was solicited.  However, they requested a number of extensions to the 
timescale proposed on the grounds that they needed extra time to complete their answer 
and that they were a long way away from London. 

We have a number of documents regarding their 
response and a number of subsequent amendments.  
The one shown here is their initial response, but that 
and the amendments were later turned into a format 
similar to that shown last month.  However, the final 
document does not include all of the fascinating 
comments that appear in their original submissions, so 
I will utilise them as well.  
Interestingly they start by claiming that there are some 
fundamental errors in the Relators’ description of 
themselves, presumably in an attempt to enhance 
their significance.  George Symons, they suggest, who 
claimed to be an Esquire, is actually only a Tanner and 
Maltster and Richard Cox is not a Gentleman but only 
a Farmer, whilst John Crease (as we mentioned) is 
actually a Currier.  Nobody today would be particularly 
concerned about someone referring to themselves as 
an esquire or gentleman, perhaps, but in the early 
nineteenth century these were still titles of rather 
greater significance.  

They also complain that they were improperly styled, when information was referenced, 
as the “Mayor, Alderman & Burgesses of the Borough of Axbridge” and (whilst references 
were made to the Spearing Will) as “Mayor, Alderman & Burgesses (the Common 
Council) of the Borough of Axbridge,” although a charter they have directs them to sue & 
be sued by the “name, stile & title of Mayor, Alderman & Burgesses of the Borough of 
Axbridge in the County of Somerset.”  This does seem a little nit-picking, particularly as it 
is uncertain whether other sources would have known about that charter’s requirement! 
They then go on to argue that Spearing was the most senior Member of their Corporation 
at the time when his will was made and that the Trustees, Lovel and Tuthill, were the next 
most senior, so that the Will actually “inferred” (their use of that word) that the legal estate 
was intended to pass to their successors on the Corporation and not to their heirs, even 
though the Will does specifically mention the word “heirs.” 
As no knowledge exists of any heirs having any association with the properties involved at 
any time, nor that any demise of the estate has ever taken place, that is, however, 
irrelevant and the Mayor has always been consulted whenever new leases have been 
arranged, even though the Churchwardens and Overseers had that power vested in them 
by the Will.                                              Continued on page 20 
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Brent Knoll House Histories – Continued 
It appears that a previous tenant had died on Lady Day (March 25th) and that their 
Recorder (normally a barrister who advised the Corporation on difficult legal issues) 
had recommended that they could only complete a one year lease, but that the new 
tenant had held onto the property ever since at the agreed rent of £77, which was 
claimed to be £21..4..0 “beyond the estimated value of the estate made by their very 
respectable and experienced valuer,” even though several notices to quit had been 
issued.  However, they were never called upon to take any specific action in that 
regard.  The only person who did attempt to take any action was a Parish Officer 
named Charles Day alongside his attorney, but the other Trustees (the Churchwardens 
and Overseers, i.e. Parish Officers) did nor persist in requiring possession.  This had 
given tacit consent to the tenant to continue and when the tenant did offer to give up 
the estate at Michaelmas 1804, Day declined to accept it.  Nor would Day accept any 
rent, although repeatedly offered.  Yet Day told the Corporation, when they wanted to 
distribute the proceeds, that he had only a small sum of undistributed rents in hand.  
This, they argue, means that they have done their duty as far as they were able.  
They then have a go at George Symons who, they claim, is actually bringing this law 
suit, even though he is a member of the Corporation and has been involved in their 
decision making, largely because he has been “disappointed in some views of being 
promoted to a higher situation in the Body Corporate.”  Crease and Cox, they claim, 
are under his influence and generally oppose the Corporation along with Day, who 
worked with them until they decided their case was stronger if they also made him a 
defendant.  
They also claim that, when the tenant asked some members of the Corporation why 
they had given him notice to quit, they knew nothing about it, even though they should 
have given their consent before it happened.  The tenant also claimed that the notice 
given was, in fact, insufficient, so he had ignored it.  He did, however, offer to quit and 
all the Parish Officers appeared to agree with his proposal, except Charles Day and 
he, the tenant, had offered to pay a rent valued by “two or three fair persons”.  Charles 
Day is noted at this time as one of the Churchwardens, the other being Thomas 
Hughes.  It would appear, from other remarks, that Day took it upon himself to 
intimidate any other parish officer who attempted to interfere, including Thomas 
Hughes and that included William Maggs and Charles James, who were the Overseers 
at that time.  All three thought Charles Day was acting “without their concurrence and 
contrary to what they thought was just and proper,” so they did not wish to join his 
complaints.  It was also brought into question as to whether there had really been an 
offer of £120..5s..0 p.a. made by George Dibble voluntarily.  
There is also an amendment in which the tenant complains that the property has been 
in “want of considerable reparation,” meaning the tenant has “not been able to make 
ye best advantage thereof and has sustained considerable injury or loss.” 
Jno Bussell and Thomas Cates have now become the new Overseers of the Poor and 
they state that they are “ready and willing to act in the Trusts of the said Will…in such 
manner as this Honourable Court shall direct upon being indemnified for so 
doing…and upon being paid the costs and expenses already incurred and which shall 
thereafter be incurred by them relative thereto and the costs of this suit.”  
As you may have guessed from all of this, the provisions of the Will were not being 
looked after very well at this time.  To be concluded next month. John Page 
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o All types of TV aerials plus extra points 
o Freesat, Sky and European/Motorised dishes 
o Discreet and careful installations 
o FREE call out and quotations 
o Quality installations for over 24 years 
o Locally Based 
Please call DAVID FORD on MOBILE: 07740 946385 

Or email - davidandrewford@outlook.com 
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PAUL DIXON
Carpenter & Joiner

Builder
Extensions

Loft Conversions
Conservatories

Porches Timber/uPVC
Windows/Doors

Staircase
Fitted Furniture

‘Apple Down’, 76 Brent Street, Brent Knoll,
Highbridge, Somerset TA9 4EQ

Free Advice and Estimates

Tel: 01278 760521Tel: 07868  609946
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AUTOMANIA
GARAGE SERVICES

MOT TESTING
VEHICLE

SERVICING
& REPAIR

30 Berrow Road, Burnham-on-Sea TA8 2EX

01278 784792

DAY OR
WEEKLY RATES

CAR &
VAN HIRE
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CHURCHYARD CLEAR UP 
 Due to other events  
 happening in the village in  
 February we will be holding  
 our annual St. Michael’s  
 Churchyard clear up on  
Saturday March 7th from 9.30am. 
As usual please come armed with tools for general garden 
maintenance jobs. 

Light refreshments will be available. 
Looking forward to seeing you all there 

YOUR Village Needs YOU 
• If you are interested in joining Brent Knoll 

Community Speedwatch Team and giving a 
small amount of time every month, then please 
contact Mary Cole - nashcole48@gmail.com or 
ring 07736 826777. 

• In 2024, the majority of road fatalities (60%) 
occurred in rural areas.   Speed was the most 
common factor recorded in fatal collisions. 

Local Crime Report 
December Report for Sedgemoor North West Area, which includes: 
Berrow, Brean, Brent Knoll, East Brent, East Huntspill, Eastertown, 
Lympsham, Pawlett, Rooksbridge, Stretcholt, Watchfield and West Huntspill. 

Crime Type 
 

Recorded: 
Dec 2025 

Recorded: 
Nov 2025 Trend Details 

Anti-social behaviour 4 6 -2  
Burglary 2 1 +1  
Criminal Damage/arson 3 9 -6  
Drugs  1 -1  
Other Theft 7 1 +6  
Possession of weapons   -  
Public Order Offences 3 8 -5  
Robbery   -  
Shoplifting  2 -2  
Vehicle crime 1 1 -  
Violent crime 26 33 -7  
Other crime 2 2 -  

Twitter: @ASPsedgemoor for social media updates.  
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Bishop’s letter - Draw near this Lent 
The Church of England’s theme for Lent 2026 is ‘Draw Near: Life-
giving habits for Lent’.  It’s a very different way of thinking about the 
season.  Often, we identify Lent as a time for prayer and fasting 
when we ‘give things up’.  More recently many have decided to 
adopt an opposite approach – of ‘taking something up for Lent’.  
‘Draw near’ has a much wider remit.  Each week, it invites us to 
explore a different aspect of Christian discipleship – worshipping 
together, praying, exploring the Bible, sharing communion, offering 
service and sharing the good news with others. 
The ‘Draw Near’ approach fits well with how Lent began.  During the Church’s earliest 
days, those wishing to become Christians were known as ‘catechumens’, people who 
were learning to live as disciples of Jesus.  Preparation was intensive.  It took place 
particularly in the 40 days before new Christians were baptised on the Saturday night 
before Easter Sunday.  Our season of Lent comes from this ancient practice. 
When the Church began, it didn’t have the trappings we’re used to seeing around us 
such as buildings, hymn books, pews, or paid ministers.  Church wasn’t an institution.  
It was known as ‘the Way’.  Christians met in each other’s homes and sought to work 
out how to follow Jesus in their everyday lives.  This wasn’t so much about head 
knowledge, believing a particular set of doctrines. It was about the habits and practices 
that Christians constantly cultivated to help them draw nearer to God who is with us, in 
us, around us and beside us every moment of every day.  ‘Draw Near’ comes out of 
this heritage.  It’s an invitation to make Lent a journey that brings us closer to God. 
I invite you to make use of ‘Draw Near’ this Lent.  It includes materials for adults, for 
families and for children, resources for schools and encouragement for churches.  
More information can be found at www.cofeio/DrawNear.  As we approach Lent, let’s 
draw near and join each other on the journey to God that is the Way. 

Michael Beasley, Bishop of Bath and Wells 

Brent Knoll Parish Council - Flood Protection Group 
The Parish council are setting up a flood protection group to help residents of the 
village in finding where we have water blockages, leaks, Floods.  As we all know the 
weather is our worst enemy sometimes and starting this group is a way of helping us to 
detect these areas.  By reporting these problems, it helps other residents who may 
suffer further along the water line. 
We would like to invite residents to join this group, if you would be interested to join or 
hear more of what we are doing then please contact the following people.  

Ade Povey  -  ade.povey@hotmail.co.uk. 
Amanda Reason  -  amandarbrentknollpc@gmail.com. 

Firework Displays 
I would like to thank the bright spark in the Church Lane area who treated us to a 
10pm firework display on February 14th.  Is there any chance he/she might give 
neighbours a warning in future please?  Some animals are terrified of fireworks.  I am 
sure Brent Knoll News will publish any early notifications. 
Thanks, in anticipation. Local resident (name and address supplied) 
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Professional interior design service
Creative and customised  solutions
Personalised colour and furniture

recommendations 
Stunning and functional room makeovers

Budget-friendly options available 

www.littledeaninteriors.com
lisa@littledeaninteriors.com

07760763928  
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LOOKING FOR A BOOK-KEEPER??? 
I am Brent Knoll and Bristol based with 35 years’ experience in  

Book-Keeping and Accounts, VAT Returns and Payroll 
Processing. 

Call or email Laura  -  07970 042159 
laura.hacker@btinternet.com  

The Old Stables, Church Lane, Brent Knoll  
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GARMENT REPAIR 
& ALTERATIONS

Sewing & Stitching
Zip Replacement
Dress Shortening
Hem Adjusting

CALL: KATHARINE
M: 07752 446007
H: 01278 789668

WE WILL COLLECT
& DELIVER
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Robyn Golden-Hann  
Ahead of my licensing on the 30th March as the new priest of the 
Benefice of Berrow, Brean & Three Saints (Brent Knoll, East Brent & 
Lympsham), it is my pleasure to write a few words of introduction and tell 
you a little about myself…and perhaps some time when we meet, I hope 
you might like to tell me something of your story too? 
Having been born and raised in Wells and having left this beautiful county well over thirty 
years ago to live elsewhere in the UK and abroad; returning to the ‘Holy Land’ (AKA 
Somerset!) at this stage in life feels like a particular ‘homecoming’.  In truth though, this 
corner of our county is one not so familiar to me, so although I will be nearer to family and 
old stomping grounds, taking up the post as Priest-in-Charge of the Benefice of Berrow, 
Brean & Three Saints feels like another new adventure in exotic lands; particularly as I am 
moving here from the urban environs of Poole, where I have served a very happy curacy 
at St Aldhelm’s church in Branksome. 
However, the journey that led me to Branksome was not a straightforward one, as 
although having grown up in the shadow of Wells Cathedral, we were a nominally 
Christian family.  In other words, church only played a role in our family life for weddings, 
funerals and baptisms.  But as a curious child, I couldn’t keep away from Wells Cathedral!  
I don’t ever recall attending a service there in my youth, but found I could not keep out of 
the place and would haunt its aisles, cloisters and chapter house whenever the mood took 
me; a deep love of medieval architecture, contemplative silence and a certain ‘something’ 
I couldn’t quite identify carried me through childhood and teens and drew me into that holy 
space. 
Evidently, that space did have a profound impact upon me, for when I eventually left Wells 
it was to train as a stonemason at Weymouth college.  My initial intention was to 
specialise in the restoration of medieval buildings; an intention that took me to work in 
Cambridge, Czechoslovakia (as it was then) and eventually to Salisbury where I spent ten 
years working on their cathedral.  Eventually I left to start my own stonemasonry business 
specialising in creating bespoke memorials and headstones; all painstakingly carved by 
hand.  It was at this point I also came to faith, following a mid-life crisis.  I reasoned that I 
needed all the help I could get, that prayer was free and available 24/7 and had come to 
the realisation (as in the words of the old hymn) that ‘all my hope on God is founded’.  
My memorial business slowly began to flourish and I consequently discovered a real 
passion for working with the bereaved; understanding that the stone carving work I did 
was in fact a healing ministry.  As my business developed, so did a growing sense of 
calling to ordained priestly ministry.  Eventually I responded to that call, trained for 
priesthood at Sarum College in Salisbury and closed my workshop in 2022 to take up holy 
orders. 
Therefore, I come to these parishes with a love of this landscape, of medieval art and 
ecclesiastical architecture and a love of music.  I adore playing the guitar and have 
achieved my ambition of becoming an adequate guitarist!  I am also something of a 
‘Czechophile’, having first visited Czechoslovakia (now the Czech Republic) in 1991 when 
I fell in love with the country, its culture, history, food and language and enjoy travelling 
there whenever possible.  Also, I adore getting out and about, whether walking or cycling.  
If you see me on my beloved bike ‘Bluebell’ (she’s blue…and has a bell!) do please shout 
out ‘hello’ and make yourself known to me.  There will be a lot of new faces and places for 
me to get to know here and I will certainly need all the help I can get with that.  I hope that 
you might play a part in helping me to serve this community and the Church; all for the 
sake of the love of Jesus, the one who has called me here to be with you. 
 Mthr. Robyn Golden-Hann
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Burton Row Community Speedwatch update 
Location B3140 Burton Row Speed Limit 30mph 
Official Speed Watch Sites:  Brent Knoll  -  8.  East Brent  -  1 
Reporting period 1st January to 31st January 
Speed watch 1 hour sessions  -  3 Total vehicle numbers  -  281 
Maximum speed  -  46mph % Exceeding (30MPH):       27% 
Vehicle speeds recorded Exceeding Burton Row (B3140) Highway Legal (30MPH) 
Limits (Shown as % in ascending order) as follows: 
(1) 05 Jan: 24% (2) 12 Jan: 28% (3) 19 Jan: 28% 
There were 13 letters issued by the police for those speeding during January. 
 Burton Row Speed Watch Group 
In the News 
1946 October 26th Brent Knoll new five – additional Councillors elected 
  Mr EG Holt (Chairman), Mr FA Chubb (Clerk), LD Dunford, PG 

Frost, HE Heywood, Col. WT Harvey and Mrs Maud Perks. 
  Mr G Cornish requested that the council invested in firefighting 

equipment.  At present the only precautionary measures were the 
ditches. 

  Mr W. Jefferies drew attention to an unsightly house opposite the 
Red Cow and said it was very dilapidated and a disgrace to the 
village. 

 November 26th Posthumous Award 
  Brother receives medal from the King. 
  The Distinguished Flying Cross which was awarded posthumously to 

Flying Officer Spencer J Lang RAF of Brent Knoll was presented by 
HM the King at Buckingham Palace, on Tuesday, to Mr Walter Lang 
of Dunblane, Highbridge Road, the dead officer’s brother. 

  Flying Officer Lang was born at Brent Knoll and educated at Sexey’s 
School, Blackford.  He was 21 years of age when reported killed in 
August 1944. 

 November 9th Miss Joyce Hancock of Laurel Farm.  Miss Brent Knoll was elected 
as Highbridge Carnival Queen. 

  Field secured for Brent Knoll Cricket Team 
  Mr Ralph Rich had placed a home ground at Shrub Farm at their 

disposal. 
  Brent Knoll Organist retires after seven years (Mr Wilfred Pike). 
 December 21st Four people injured 
  2 pedestrians Mr David Simpson Kirk and Mrs Georginia Sandy of 

Elm Tree Farm. George Brown 

Dog Walkers and Dog Owners 
There have been several incidents in and around the village recently, where dogs off 
leads have been running through, or around sheep.  This can cause stress, possible injury 
and abortion in pregnant ewes, even if the dog does not attack them, or is intentionally 
chasing them. 
Dogs off leads around sheep is legally classed as ‘worrying’.  The police have powers to 
seize dogs suspected of worrying, chasing or attacking sheep and the owner can face 
substantial fines. 
Please make sure dogs are on leads and keep to the footpaths. 
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HOME & 
OFFICE 

CLEANING 
SERVICE 

 

CALL: DARRELL or JAYNE on: 

M:  07813 469905 
H:  01934 261270 

 
 
 

 

 www.np-garagedoors.co.uk                                                                                                               info@np-garagedoors.co.uk

29

 



Please mention the Brent Knoll News when replying to adverts

30

•	 Free,	no	obligation	quote	and	measure	service

•	 Offering	you	value	for	money

•	 A	local	professional	company

•	 Quality	friendly	service

•	 Domestic	and	commercial	work	undertaken

01278	782392	|	07919	575253	|	07525	645170	

Carpets, Vinyls, Luxury Vinyl Tiles, 
Woods and Laminates

info@cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk
www.cahillcarpetandflooring.co.uk 

Check out our  
independent  

reviews

Adam Cahill
Carpet & Flooring

Advanced Karndean Installation Certificate. 
CSCS Certified.
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Paula’s Dance Fitness 
Love Strictly Come 

Dancing! 
Community Fit step’s 

classes are in Brent Knoll 
Weekly Classes  

Monday Fit step’s 
9.30am-10.25am 

To book a place for any 
class please contact 

Paula Stitch at  
p.stitch@sky.com 
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PARISH HALL COMMITTEE 
FORTHCOMING EVENTS for your DIARY 
2nd Saturday Bazaar, Farmers’ Market and Parish Café 10am-12 noon 
21st & 22nd March Book Fair (am & pm) 
18th April  Jumble Sale (am) 
  6th June  Village Fête (pm) 
18th July  Music on the Green –  
 ‘Funkydillies’ (eve) 

24th October Harvest Supper 
 Live Band (Lipinski Bros) (eve) 
21st November  BAD Performance (eve) 
 

Next meetings - Monday 9th March, 7.30pm in the “Jubilee Room”. Sandra Few 

Book Fair 2026 
This year our annual Book Fair will be held in the Parish Hall on Saturday 21st and Sunday 
22nd from 10am to 4pm on both days.  We already have a large stock of both paperbacks 
and hardbacks, but will be happy to receive some more if you are cutting back on your 
library (contact me on myrtle.bk@gmail.com or 01278 760986).  You may remember that, in 
December 2025, we held a Children’s Book Fair.  That was a very successful couple of 
days, but we still have a large selection of nearly new children’s books which remained 
unsold then and will be up for sale this year.  Alongside them will be our usual selection of 
fiction and non-fiction books for our more mature clientele.  Included amongst them will be 
quite a few previously unseen selections, as we have already been offered quite a large 
number of new offerings.  It is anticipated that this year we may need to have books for 
adults in the main hall and books for children in the Jubilee Room. 
We will also have some CDs and DVDs as usual.  There will also be a chance to relax with a 
little refreshment (see page 12) after (or between) the rather more serious pursuit of that 
elusive author’s title you have been looking for these last few years. 
So, whether you favour hardbacks or paperbacks, incline to ancient authors or modern authors, 
are partial to children’s books or adult books (not that sort!), seek facts or prefer fiction, fancy a 
laugh or a cry, enjoy sharpening your brain or soothing your mind, savour cooking, crave craft, 
dig archaeology or gardening, see whose rewritten history, tour through a travelogue, or, maybe, 
just like reclining in a chair looking at pictures, we will have something for you. 
Our prices are still not affected by inflation, so remain, as always, at 50p for paperbacks and 
£1 for hardbacks, except for a few slightly higher priced bargains.  Hope to see there.  Come 
and get a bargain or two or three… .             John Page 

BRENT KNOLL PARISH HALL 
SATURDAY & SUNDAY 

21st/22nd MARCH 

BOOK FAIR 
         ADULTS & CHILDREN 

10am to 4pm 
each day 

If you are disposing of any books 
please contact John Page 

(01278) 760986 or myrtle.bk@gmail.com 
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Live Events at the Cinema - La Traviata 
This wonderful opera was broadcast live at Burnham Ritz cinema and nearly 200 
other cinemas around the world on Wednesday, January 14th. 
A tragic story (hankies at the ready!) of Violetta, a courtesan in Paris in the 1800’s, 
going to parties and entertaining gentlemen - and some of their wives - who is dying 
of consumption (we today call it T.B.)  She attracts the attention of a young man of a 
wealthy family called Alfredo Germont, sung by Giovanni Sala in a beautiful tenor 
voice with power when needed and gentle top notes at other times.  Alfredo loves her 
and will not be put off, although Violetta does not want permanent love, but just a 
good time.  Eventually, she agrees to go and live with him in the countryside and they 
have an idyllic life, despite Violetta’s illness.  
But - one of the people she knew in Paris was the Baron, rather jealous of Alfredo, so 
tells Alfredo’s father where he is living and with whom.  (There’s always a spoilsport!!) 
Father Giorgio, sung in a most powerful and full bass voice by Alexei Isaev, goes off to 
try to dissuade the lovers from their life.  He meets Violetta while Alfredo is out and 
persuades her to give him up, so that his daughter, Alfredo’s sister, will not be disgraced 
in her forthcoming marriage.  (This is the 1800’s, where hypocrisy reigned supreme.) 
After some wonderfully sung pleading, Violetta agrees and leaves Alfredo a letter, 
going away with just her maid, Anninna.  
Act 3 shows us where Violetta and Anninna are living, with Violetta very sick and 
Anninna looking after her as best she can.  (Amazing how dying people can sing so 
powerfully!!!!!).  A very emotional death scene ended the opera with Giorgio entering 
as well as Alfredo and apologising for his part in her sadness. 
Ermonela Jaho was Violetta, having sung the part 300 times she told us in an 
interview and at the end was so emotionally drained that she hung onto the stage 
curtain when she took her first bow, as if she could not stand upright without the 
support.  (Not surprising she was superb both singing and acting with pure top notes - 
many of them - this IS Verdi we are listening to!!). 
Verdi’s music is full of tunes we all know, we hear them on the radio and the orchestra 
did justice to the score, under the baton of Antonella Manacorda, very expressive in 
his direction. 
The director, Richard Eyre and designer, Bob Crowley gave us an insight into the way 
they envisaged the opera, Bob Crowley telling us that he first did “La Traviata” with Sir 
Georg Solti, who told him he wanted Big Frocks!!  Designing is Bob Crowley’s forte 
and productions which are cared for by him are always amazing.  The costume 
department did not let us down and the frocks were crinolines with tight bodices, 
necessitating practice by the actors and singers in walking in them!!  Acting is very 
important in opera and we had some truly wonderful acting in this production. 
Upcoming Events 
Ballets : - Giselle – 3rd March 
Opera :- -  Siegfried – 31st March starting at 5.15pm due to length of opera. 
  The Magic Flute – 21st April.  P.S. I have a ticket for Siegfried which I 

unfortunately cannot use, due to its early start, if anyone is interested, 
please do get in touch. Cost £13.      

  Eugene Onegin – 2nd May, with the Metropolitan Opera from New York. 
Lots to enjoy. Pauline Chadwick 
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The Only Family Run Independent 

Funeral Directors  

in Burnham-on-Sea 

Telephone:  01278 497463 

www.macbethfuneralservices.com 

 
 

4 Regent Street 
Burnham-on-Sea 

Somerset 
TA8 1AX 

  
 24 Hour Service 
 Private Chapel of Rest                          

 
 We’re Here To Help 
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ENCOURAGEMENT 
EXPERTISE 

& 
RESULTS 

Looking for a Private Tutor? 
 

Help your child develop confidence and master the subjects that they 
find challenging – a little help right now will make a world of 

difference! 

 I’m an experienced, creative & cheerful teacher for Primary & Key 
Stage Three, having taught for many years in Somerset. Also able 

to support GCSE English. 

  

 I have Enhanced DBS Police Clearance and recent training in 
Safeguarding, Dyslexia, ESOL and SEND.  

I will come to you in Burnham on Sea/ Highbridge, plus nearby 
villages. Introductory lesson at reduced rate, thereafter £25/hr  

Contact Penny McPherson on 07578537826 or email at  

penny@skyhome.co.uk  
Please enquire regarding your needs. 
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G B Building & Maintenance
Conservation Builder

Historic, Listed and Traditional Methods
Lime Plastering; Stonework; Cob Walls

Lime Wash Paints; Brickwork

Telephone: Mr Gary Broom on
07776032289 or 01823283212

Listed Heritage Member

Company

The

Cleaning
Chimney

Tel: 07760 880552 
Mike Brookes

EMAIL: info@chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk
WEB: www.chimneycleaningcompany.co.uk
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March Sudokus 
 Block-pattern Gentle Sudoku Block-pattern Moderate Sudoku 

 

    1    2    3    4    5    6    7    8    9 
 

A       4  5 
 

B        9  
 

C        8 1 
 

D 8 4    7    
 

E 2    3 8    
 

F  1  6 5     
 

G   7 9 4 2    
 

H 1 2        
 
J  5 3 8      

 

Can I again thank Klaus Brenner for sending me a number of Sudokus so we can 
continue to have them in the BKN each month and to continue David’s tradition.   Bob 

2026 “200+ Club” January and February Draws 
The January and February draws were made at the Parish Hall Committee meeting on 
February 9th.  The winning numbers were:- 
 

January No. Prize Name   
First Prize 49  £   20 Mrs J.E. Driscoll The Willows Brent Knoll 
Second Prize 310 £   20 Mrs J. Kane Orchard Grove Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 164 £   16 Mr B.F. Wharmby Manor Ride Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 267 £   12 Mrs M.L. Batten Coombe Side Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 165 £   12 Mrs L.J. Brafield Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 268 £   10 Mrs M.L. Batten Coombe Side Brent Knoll 
Seventh Prize 136 £     8 Ms K. Tucker Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 22 £     6 Mr C.J. Kilduff Brent Road Berrow 
February No. Prize Name   
First Prize 220  £   20 Filmer Family Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Second Prize 351 £   20 Mr & Mrs B.R. Brewer Bristol Road Brent Knoll 
Third Prize 335 £   16 Filmer Family Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fourth Prize 284 £   12 Mr G. Hassall Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Fifth Prize 363 £   12 Mr R.M. Cant Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Sixth Prize 00 £   10 Mr R.D. Filmer Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Seventh Prize 62 £     8 Mrs P.G. Loynd Brent Street Brent Knoll 
Eighth Prize 167 £     6 Mr G.E. Brown Station Road Brent Knoll 
Thank you to everyone who has supported the Parish Hall by joining the 200+ Club, we 
have had over 350 numbers.  This will help make sure that our Parish Hall continues to meet 
the needs of our local community and remains at its heart. 
 Bob Filmer, 200+ Club Co-ordinator 
Brent Knoll Fête 14th June 2025 
The village Fête will take place on 6th June at 2pm.  If you would like to have a stall or if you 
would be able to help either setting up or taking down the Fête, please contact Bob on 
bob@flockman.com.   Bob 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 
 

A         2 
 

B       8 5  
 

C        4 9 
 

D 1   3 5 2    
 

E 5 6   7     
 

F  4 8  9     
 

G 8    6     
 

H   4 7 8 5    
 
J 2 7 5   1    

Brent Knoll Fête 6th June 2026
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Just for Fun – March Crossword 
Across  -   
  4) First degrees 

(2’1) 
  9) Southern 

state in the 
USA (7) 

10) Bunch of 
flowers (7) 

11) Health resort 
(3) 

12) Tertiary 
educational 
institution (7) 

13) Rest, 
breathing 
space (7) 

14) Female 
sibling 
(famil.) (3) 

16) The eye of 
the camera 
(4) 

21) Dills, mugs, 
dopes (4) 

23) Kitchen pest, 
a cocky 
(abbr.) (5) 

24) Spittle (6) 
25) Female monster (6) 
26) Jumps, starts in fright 

(5) 
27) Religious group (4) 

29) Oceans (4) 
33) Wager (3) 
36) The price of a plane ride 

(7) 
37) Hairy bush above the 

eye (7) 

38) Ms Gardner, the tall 
dark film star (3) 

39) Stuffy, close (7) 
40) Looking for (7) 
41) The start of each golf 

hole (3) 

Down  - 
  1) Call off (6) 
  2) Collapsed, dropped 

(6) 
  3) Consumed (5) 
  4) The four stopping 

places in a baseball 
game (5) 

  5) Marks left by healed 
wounds (5) 

  6) Car accident (5) 
  7) Philippines capital (6) 
  8) Gems (6) 
15) Envisage, guess (7) 
17) Wipe off (5) 

18) The time during which 
you are at work (5) 

19) Bold, presumptuous 
(5) 

20) Picked out (5) 
21) Near slaves 

belonging to a feudal 
lord (5) 

22) The basis of Italian 
dishes (5) 

27) Sailor (6) 
28) Nurses, social 

workers, etc. (6) 

30) Harmless insect with 
a long body and 
pincers at its rear (6) 

31) Waste matter carried 
away in underground 
drains (6) 

32) Paired up (5) 
33) Animal, brute (5) 
34) Annoy, torment (5) 
35) Riot (5) 

 
 

Trevor Wellavize

1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8 

9        10       

      11         

12        13       

      14 15        

16 17  18  19    20  21  22  

     23          

24         25      

     26          

27  28         29 30  31 

    32  33  34  35     

36        37       

      38         

39        40       

      41         
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Get in touch now. 
01823 366612 
skillsbootcamps@ucscollegegroup.ac.uk 

BESPOKE 
TRAINING 

PROGRAMMES

INTRODUCING NEW

SKILLS
BOOTCAMPS
• Flexible courses for adults
• Train your workforce using 

government funding*
• From Leadership & Management 

to Coaching & Mentoring, there’s 
something for everyone.

*T&C’s apply

Scan this  
QR for more 
information.

STRATEGIC ESTATE PLANNING 
Assisting property owners protect  their estate. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN ENSURING THE MAXIMUM POSSIBLE PASSES TO YOUR 
HEIRS?

ARE YOU WORRIED ABOUT RISING CARE HOME FEES AND THE EFFECT ON YOUR 
ESTATE?

DO YOU OWN INVESTMENT PROPERTY IN YOUR OWN NAME AND ARE WORRIED 
ABOUT IHT?

IF YOU HAVE ANSWERED YES TO ANY OF THE ABOVE CALL 07802 986778 FOR 
DETAILS OF OUR SERVICES
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Nature Diary for March – British Plants Since the Last Ice Age (2) 
Last month I outlined how the British Isles has changed physically since the last Ice 
ages and how we have learned about changes in our plant life over the last 9,000 
years.  This month I am going to cover the history of how humans have influenced our 
flora over this period and give some examples of plants that have been introduced. 
Travel and trade have been the main factors in these introductions and the Romans 
began the process over 2,000 years ago.  Not only did the Roman soldiers bring 
seeds on their feet but they also brought plants that they used for culinary purposes.  
Later in the medieval period Christian monks introduced plants, mostly herbs, into 
their monastery gardens.  Following the Renaissance global explorers began to bring 
back plants from the New World and Asia and in the 18th and 19th centuries this 
process accelerated with new garden plants, trees and shrubs, in particular from 
China. 
Before we start on the introductions it’s worth a quick look at our native flora.  Tree 
cover was extensive after the ice retreated but the colonisation process was slow with 
birch, willow and Scots pine leading the way.  In lowland Britain oak, ash and small 
leaved lime were dominant before humans cleared areas for crop growing and 
grazing in the late Bronze and Iron Ages.  Bluebells, celandines and wood anemones 
flourished in woodlands and primroses, cowslips and foxgloves thrived in the newly 
created open areas.  
Examples of plants introduced by the Romans include Alexanders, greater celandine 
and spotted meddick.  Alexanders is an all-purpose vegetable because the leaves, 
stems and roots could be all be used for culinary purposes.  It grows best near the 
sea and can be harvested before the flowers open in early spring because the stems 
can be cooked like asparagus.  It can be found in large quantities in verges around 
Burnham, Berrow and Brean.  Greater celandine is also a wayside plant that looks 
nothing like its namesake, lesser celandine.  The name Celandine is derived from the 
Greek for swallow “chelidon”.  The belief was that female swallows used the juice 
from the plant to open the eyes of their young.  The Romans thought this juice was a 
detoxifying agent and in the Middle Ages, the root was chewed to relieve toothache.  
Spotted medick is a relative of our native Black Meddick, so called because its 
seeds are black.  The spotted meddick is a native of the Mediterranean and was 
probably introduced by the Romans on their footwear.  It has no culinary or medicinal 
value, but medieval folklore considered that the spot was the blood of Christ on 
Calvary, from where it was thought to have originated.  It grows plentifully in St 
Michael’s churchyard in Brent Knoll. 
Red Valerian is native to the Mediterranean and was introduced to Britain as a 
garden escape.  It is now naturalised mainly in rocky areas and can tolerate very dry 
conditions.  It’s a bit of a menace on old buildings because it can survive in the very 
alkaline soil conditions of lime mortar.  We have a plant growing in the mortar of one 
of the St Michael’s church buttresses that is proving difficult to eradicate.  Alkanet 
and borage were introduced from S Europe in the Middle Ages, partly as culinary 
plants, but they were also used as herbal remedies.  Both have blue flowers.  Alkanet 
likes shady places and looks like a forget me not.  Borage has a very striking flower 
and grows readily as a weed in the Ball Copse Hall walled garden. 

Continued on Page 44 
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Brent Knoll Feature – 62 
I suspect that few people locally know the 
name Michael Baron, who has recently died 
aged 96.  He was a solicitor who established 
a practice in Twickenham and married a 
Danish student who had come over here to 
learn English.  They had three children, one 
boy and two girls.  The boy, Timothy, was 
born in 1956 and had learning difficulties 
and behavioural problems, which were 
eventually diagnosed as a then virtually 
unknown condition – autism. 
In order to find out some more about autism 
Baron joined the National Society for the 
Mentally Handicapped (later Mencap).  There he met Lorna Wing, a young 
psychiatrist, who also had an autistic child.  Together they founded, together with a 
number of other parents of autistic children, a group initially known as the “Society for 
Psychotic Children”.  Later it changed its name to the “National Society for Autistic 
Children”, then, as it became apparent that autism did not end when the children 
became adults, it became the “National Autistic Society” (NAS).  
After meeting a talented teacher, Baron found some premises in Ealing and together 
with Wing persuaded that teacher, Sybil Elgar, to establish a school for autistic 
children.  They both sent their own children to that school and it was established so 
successfully that it still exists today, honouring Elgar by being named after her. 
However, the real reason why I am mentioning Michael Baron this month is because 
he became extremely worried about his son as he approached 18 years old and still 
retained his symptoms.  Baron realised that autism was not confined to children but 
that those affected required lifelong support.  Looking for a venue to create a fully 
residential community to support his son and others whose children needed similar 
support, he discovered a large property for sale in a rural setting which suited his 
requirements.  It was, of course, Somerset Court in Brent Knoll.  It is normally said 
that funds for the purchase of Somerset Court were raised through the NAS, but the 
NAS website states, “It was set up by a 
group of parents in the 1970s who then 
very generously donated the site to our 
charity”.  This is generally accepted as 
the world’s first autism-specific 
residential community and was opened 
in 1974 with accommodation for 
twenty-one residents.  Sybil Elgar 
became the first principal. 
Today Somerset Court is no longer run 
by the NAS, but a former director of the Centre for Autism at NAS commented, when 
Baron was awarded an MBE for his services to autism, “That first generation of 
parents were formidable – a force of nature.  They were admirable, fierce and so 
skilled at making change happen.” John Page 
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Maxus I.T  Regency House  
37-40 Alexandra Parade 

Weston-super-Mare North Somerset BS23 1QZ 

T: 01934 642652   M: 07887 915438 
E: ben@maxus-it.co.uk  W: www.maxus-it.co.uk 

• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents 
• WIFI

 • Fully equipped holiday cottages also 
available for house moves, relocation

 • Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available 
• Used touring caravans for sale

 • Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold 
Registered (G&S Storage)

Near Weston-Super-Mare,  
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

Country Retreat Set in 
the Heart of Somerset

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com

www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

DulhornHoliday DulhornFarmHP

Phone: 01934 750298 
Email: info@dulhornfarm.com 

www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.com

• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents 
• WIFI

 • Fully equipped holiday cottages also 
available for house moves, relocation

 • Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available 
• Used touring caravans for sale

 • Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold 
Registered (G&S Storage)

Near Weston-Super-Mare,  
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

Country Retreat Set in 
the Heart of Somerset

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com

www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

DulhornHoliday DulhornFarmHP

a5-landscape.indd   1 07/12/2017   22:03

Jm Pilates 
Improving your 

strength, flexibility, 
core control and 

balance while having FUN and 
some YOU time. 

Various regular classes and 
workshops to suit all levels. 

Work within YOUR limits 
For more details call  

Jane 07703 249 224 or 
jane.murray@btinternet.com 
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Brent Knoll Parish Council - New Contact Email address 
In order to comply with current legislative changes, the email address for the Parish 
Council has changed with immediate effect.  Any emails sent to old address after 
March 1st may not be seen or answered.  
New email:  clerk@brentknollparishcouncil.gov.uk 
Thank you   Owen Cullwick, Clerk of Brent Knoll Parish Council 

Just for Fun – February Crossword Answers 
Across  -   
  1) Escape 
  5) Sweetish 
  9) Ante 
10) Garter 
12) Arcs 
13) Foe 
15) Tee 

16) Tote 
17) Eclat 
19) Search 
20) Rule 
21) Scrooge 
25) Ekes 
27) Oer 

28) Swain 
30) Nomad 
32) Dates 
33) Title 
34) Ere 
36) Dual 
37) Erasers 

39) Edam 
42) Occupy 
45)Senna 
47)Vial 
48)Oar 
49)Sly 
50)Cues 

51)Violin 
52)Sere 
53)Neglects 
54)Seeped 

Down  - 
  2) Slate 
  3) Aster 
  4) Earths 
  5) Stature 
  6) Were 
  7) Ease 

  8) Shoal 
11) Reagent 
13) Flu 
14) Eternally 
18) Crewed 
19) Sweetness 

22) Codes 
23) Order 
24) GST 
26) Solemn 
29) As usual 
31) Mer 

35) Revises 
38) Solves 
40) Delve 
41) Any 
43) Cooee 
44) Price 

46)Ache 
47)Vest 

 

BRENT KNOLL BAZAAR 
FARMERS’ MARKET & PARISH CAFÉ 

SATURDAY 14th March 
at Brent Knoll Parish Hall (TA9 4EH) 

10am to 12 noon 
Locally produced fresh Pork & Beef, Goat’s milk, cheese and meat, Eggs, Pickles 

and Preserves, Seasonal Vegetables, Spring Flowers, Westcroft Cider, Cakes, 
Handmade Cards, Handbags, Scarves, Silver & Beaded Jewellery, Children’s 

Games and Toys, Local Crafts, Dog Treats, Textiles, etc, Books and Bric-a-Brac. 
Plus Raffle  

The Parish Café will be serving drinks, light snacks & cakes 
Entrance FREE 

To Book a Table (£7 per table)  
Phone Eddie Fuller (01278 760 308)   Proceeds to Brent Knoll Parish Hall 
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Nature Diary for March – British Plants Since the Last Ice Age (2) 
Evening primrose is a striking yellow flower that grows in profusion on the Berrow dunes.  
It originates in eastern and central North America.  Even today its oil is produced for 
medicinal purposes.   Buddleia – otherwise known as the butterfly bush is a native of 
China that was brought to this country in the latter part of the 19th C.  It was named after 
the Reverend Adam Buddle and the species name, davidii, honours the French 
missionary and explorer in China, Father Armand David, the first European to report the 
shrub. Three cornered leek – is a bulb that is native to south-western Europe.  The three-
cornered refers to its triangular stem.  The flower consists of a drooping cluster of white 
florets that could be mistaken for a white-flowered bluebell.  It was introduced to Cornwall 
nearly 200 years ago and has gradually spread “up country” to the rest of Britain.  It can 
be seen in Church Lane on the hill up to St Michael’s church. Chicory - common chicory is 
a perennial herbaceous plant of the Daisy family that has bright blue flowers appearing in 
June / July.  The roots can be baked, ground and used as a coffee substitute. It has been 
naturalised in Britain for centuries and grows on roadside verges.  The best verge I know 
of locally is on the A38 as you approach the turn to the A371 Cheddar road.  Older people 
will remember Camp Coffee, a coffee and chicory essence, that has been on sale since 
1885.  
Himalayan balsam is an attractive annual plant that was introduced from India in the 19th 
C.   It grows along ditches and rivers and is a bit of a menace because it crowds out other 
plants growing with it.  Some riverbanks are completely covered by its foliage.   In Brent 
Knoll it can be seen in the rhyne that runs to the NW of Church Lane near the corner with 
Brent Street.  Jewel weed, also known as orange balsam, is another annual plant in the 
same family as Himalayan balsam, but in this case is native to North America.   You won’t 
find it in Brent Knoll, but it can be seen growing on the banks of the Sharpness-Gloucester 
canal north of Bristol.  Monkey flower is in the same family as both of these plants.  
However, some species of Monkey flower are native to South America and others to Asia.  
You are very unlikely to see this in Somerset, but, for some reason, it thrives in the north 
of England and may be seen growing in profusion on riverbanks there.  
In this Diary I have only been able to include a small fraction of the herbaceous plants that 
humans have introduced to this country in various ways.  What is interesting is that they 
illustrate how humans have piggy-backed on nature in various ways.  We have used 
plants for their culinary value;  the development of medicines has influenced what we 
grow and where we grow it;  our inquisitive nature has determined that we collect and 
propagate plants for their horticultural value; and finally, the nature of plants themselves, 
through their seeds, has been a factor in their arrival in Britain.  Unfortunately, plants that 
have been brought here intentionally have spread in uncontrolled ways to the detriment of 
our native ecology.  This point, of course, raises some issues about the human activities 
and the science of ecology.  These will have to wait for another Diary…..   Ged 

Blister pack Recycling  
Blister packs are not recyclable at the kerbside as they are generally a mixture of foil and 
plastic which are not possible to be recycled with other plastics (and sorting facilities 
cannot separate them from other plastics).  There are a few types that are made of foil 
only and these would be acceptable to place in the blue bag. 
For blister packs to be recycled, they need to be collected separately and sent as a single 
stream to a specialised reprocessor such as Terracycle or MyGroup.  Both Boots and 
Superdrug have schemes where people can take back their blister packs for recycling.  
It’s worth checking with the local store to see if they are taking part in the scheme. Bob 
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     PLUMBING 
 BY GEORGE Ltd! 

 302969 Brent Knoll  
 Small Jobs - dripping taps - leaking toilets, Outside 

taps, Shower replacements, etc. 
 Gas boiler replacement, radiators & System Upgrades 
 Boiler servicing 

Tel:  07813 321 197 
Company number: 9523398 
A company registered in England & Wales 
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• Touring Caravans, Motorhomes & Tents 
• WIFI

 • Fully equipped holiday cottages also 
available for house moves, relocation

 • Seasonal & Part Seasonal Pitches Available 
• Used touring caravans for sale

 • Secure Caravan Storage CaSSOA Gold 
Registered (G&S Storage)

Near Weston-Super-Mare,  
Burnham-on-Sea & Cheddar

Country Retreat Set in 
the Heart of Somerset

Phone: 01934 750298
Email: dfhp@btconnect.com

www.dulhornfarmholidaypark.co.uk

DulhornHoliday DulhornFarmHP

a5-landscape.indd   1 07/12/2017   22:03
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Brent Knoll Weather Report – January 2026 
When I looked back at December’s weather article before writing this, I felt I 
could just swap a few paragraphs around and the job would be done.  
December started with a mild, wet south-westerly airflow and finished in cold 
Polar air.  The beginning of January continued the chilly spell, then switched 
back to wet and mild sub-tropical air bringing cloud and rain – lots and lots of 
rain. 
We began the month with high pressure over the Atlantic and low over 
Scandinavia.  This drew cold, clear Polar air over the UK, with frosts overnight and 
plenty of sunshine by day.  The Pembrokeshire Dangler was in evidence – a line of 
convective rain (or, in this case, snow) across Devon and Cornwall, which results from 
a northerly airflow being squeezed between the Welsh and Irish landmasses.  
The lowest temperature of the month was -5.6C early on the 6th, but this was the day 
when everything changed.  The Atlantic high receded south, allowing low pressure to 
move in north of Scotland.  This resulted in a milder southerly airflow and a little 
overnight rain.  Meanwhile, out in the western Atlantic, Storm Goretti was developing.  
This lively low arrived to the south of Ireland on the 8th and the Met Office issued a rare 
red warning for wind over Cornwall, with a yellow warning for rain over Devon and 
parts of Somerset (by my reckoning Highbridge was in the warning area but we were 
not).  The Midlands and parts of Wales had a snow warning – Goretti was versatile. 
Those Met Office warnings were spot on.  Cornwall and the Scillies had a battering 
from hurricane force winds as Goretti crossed the south-west peninsula and there were 
blizzard conditions for a while in mid-Wales.  Parts of Devon and south Somerset had 
flooding.  Here it was a wet day followed by a windy night, with the wind not 
moderating until late the following day, but there was nothing too extreme. 
The rest of January saw a return to conditions similar to those in the first half of 
December.  High pressure over Scandinavia blocked the progress of Atlantic lows – 
although this high drifted around, it was never far away.  As a result, the stream of lows 
moved very slowly over the UK, drawing in warm and humid air from the south-west.  It 
was mild for January with little variation between day and night temperatures, it was 
persistently cloudy and on many days, we had hours of light rain or drizzle.  The only 
exception was the 14th, when a brief ridge of high pressure brought the last frost of the 
month, followed by a cold and sunny day. 
On the 19th and 20th there was a diversion from the gloom, with colourful aurora visible 
as far south as Cornwall.  I saw the display through breaks in the cloud on the evening 
of the 19th, but had no luck on the 20th.  This little treat was followed by the wettest 
spell of the month, with the procession of lows now reinforced by a powerful jet stream 
driven by the exceptional cold in the US and Canada. 
Storm Ingrid developed to the west of the Bay of Biscay on the 22nd and moved very 
slowly north-east into the Irish Sea over the next three days, drawing in yet more wet 
sub-tropical air to keep the rain going.  After Ingrid came Chandra, which followed a 
more westerly path across Ireland but with pretty much the same effect. 
Despite the chilly start, January was a mild month with a mean temperature of 6.2C.  
Rainfall came to an exceptional 152.6mm, just a few millimetres short of the wettest 
month I have ever recorded which was January 2014.  This is already the second-
wettest winter I have recorded (the wettest was, of course, 2013/14) and February has 
only just started. Stephen Baggs; www.knollweather.co.uk 
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Useful Village Contacts: Contact e-mail Telephone 
St Michael’s Church, Brent Knoll    
Parochial Church Council, Secretary, Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Administrator Carole Carter  office.tpots@gmail.com 769082 
Church Warden Mike Smith mikesmithchurch@gmail.com 760691 
Warden Emeritus Miss Frances James  760287 
Church Cleaners Margaret Smith mjbsmith87@gmail.com 760691 
Church Flowers Vacant   
Poppy Organiser Mr Chris Poulter  760804 
Brass Cleaners Sarah McClean  07766 391774 
Methodist Church,  Revd. Steve Bennett steve.bennett@methodist.org.uk 784808 
 Janet Southwell  760445 
Baptist Church: Burnham, College St. Revd. Steve Ayers  783920 
Catholic Church: Burnham & Bridgwater Father Frank Wainwright, 422703 
Member of Parliament Tessa Munt tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk  01934 440639 
Somerset Councillors Bob Filmer   bob.filmer@somerset.gov.uk 760760 
 Tony Grimes tony.grimes@somerset.gov.uk 786208 
Parish Council, Clerk Owen Cullwick clerk@brentknollparishcouncil.gov.uk  07917 445215 
 Chairman  Bob Filmer bobf@brentknollpc@gmail.com  760760 
 Planning enquiries David Knott davidkbrentknollpc@gmail.com 07772 867771 
 Footpath Contact  Amanda Reason amandarbrentknollpc@gmail.com 07971 687174 
Parish Hall Booking Secretary  Jenny Butters  administrator@brentknollparishhall.co.uk  760477 
 Bazaar  Eddie Fuller  vicechairman@brentknollparishhall.co.uk  760308 
 Chairman  Bob Filmer  chairman@brentknollparishhall.co.uk  760760 
 Secretary  Sandra Few  secretary@brentknollparishhall.co.uk  760451 
 Treasurer John Page treasurer@brentknollparishhall.co.uk 760986 
Doctor    760313 
NHS Non-Emergency Urgent Medical Helpline        111 
Western Power Distribution Power Cut?  105 
WRVS Prescription Service   760313 
Brent Knoll Primary School Chris Burman office@brentknollprimaryschool.org.uk 760546 
Brent Knoll Primary Pre-School Hayley Richens office@brentknollprimaryschool.org.uk 760546 
Community Shop       During Opening Hours - 07376 224886 
Village Post Office (Sub-Postmaster)    
Brent Knoll News, Production Editor  Bob Filmer bob@flockman.com 760760 
 Distribution  Elaine & Eddie Fuller eddie77_elaine@btinternet.com 760308 
Police PC 3606 Emily Cable   
Police Non-Emergency Number         101 
Rhyne Problems   Lower Axe Draining Board 789906 
Village Agent  Kim Wilcox  Kim@Somersetrcc.org.uk 07943 555519 
National Trust Honorary Ranger    
Secret World Wildlife Rescue    01278 783250 
Wildlife and Badger Care          07954 036687 
Village Societies:  
All-Sorts Community Choir Sue Toon sue.toon@btinternet.com 760753 
Brent Amateur Dramatics (BAD)  Sarah Joyce   07985 423265 
Brent Knoll Companions Ann Robson & Karen Russell 760981 & 769382 
Conservative Branch  Bob Filmer  bob@flockman.com 760760 
Ecumenical Group  Revd. Margaret Trapp   760573 
Guides/Brownies/Rainbows Jane Sinnott  jane_bkg@hotmail.co.uk  
Meet & Eat  Liz Bream  760810 
Royal British Legion  Rod Southwell   760445 
Short Mat Bowling Club Glynis Carey  07709 970215 
Tennis Club   Alison Hillyer   01934 815407 
Women’s Society  Julie Baker   751229 
E&OE 
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Parish Hall Bookings 
At the time of writing, I can report a busy week of bookings (8 in the last 4 days), 
Saturdays throughout March have at least one booking, if not more and there is a new 
venture trialling in the Jubilee Room on Saturday 7th March.   
The first 3 Sundays of March are free but then Burnham Excellent Entertainment 
Society are back with rehearsals for their latest production. 
Following last year’s successful Comedy night John Matthews and myself are aiming 
to run another one this year, either late April or sometime in May.  The date we were 
hoping for at the beginning of April the Comedian John has in mind is not available.  
Further details soon. 
If you would like to book the hall for a party or one of the other rooms, you can either 
do so online or contact myself.  I suggest just checking with myself before you request 
a date.  I have turned down 2 recently, due to trying to book on a regular user’s slot.  
All sorted but so easily avoided if you check first.   
Jenny Booking Secretary 07748 781593, jennybutters23@gmail.com or 01278 760477 

7th March new event details: 
Join us for a Magic: The Gathering Commander afternoon on Saturday 7th of March, 
12-6pm at Brent Knoll Parish Hall, Jubilee Room. 
Whether you are a long-time player or a complete beginner, we are looking for players 
to create a friendly local community. 
No deck restrictions, so please bring your favourites! 
For more information, contact sdjake1293@gmail.com.   Syd 

Wreck of the Nornen 
If you have ever walked on Berrow 
Beach, you will have seen what 
remains of a wrecked ships’ timber. 
This ship was called “Nornen” built 
in1876 by AD Bordes and Fils, a 
710ton barque sailing ship.  
A fierce storm on the 3rd March 1897, 
drove the Nornen ashore.  She had 
come across difficulties when trying to 
sail head on into a South Westerly 
gale, her rigging and sails became so 
badly torn that her Master tried to ride 
out the storm in the shelter of Lundy 
Island.   
However, she could not be held there 
and driven by gale force winds and 
frequent snow showers, she beached 
on Gore Sands, Berrow. 
All crew were saved including the 
Masters dog.                                  RW.
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Dear Neighbour, 
Six years ago, Brent Knoll lost its village shop and Post Office.  
Since then, we have succeeded in delivering a thriving volunteer-
run Community Shop, but we have not yet been able to restore 
Post Office services – and have seen the loss of a crucial post box 
outside the old village shop. 
The Government is conducting a national public consultation on the 
provision of rural Post Office services, which we support and our 
Parish Council has been lobbying Royal Mail to install a 
replacement post box outside the new Community Shop – which 
we also support. 
Will you give these issues YOUR support? 
From 1st March, the following petition will be held in the Community 
Shop:  please call in and sign it.  Alternatively, please sign the 
petition below and deliver it to the Community Shop by the end of 
March.  Thank you for your support. 

PETITION: 
We, the undersigned, urge Royal Mail to install a post box 
outside the Brent Knoll Community Shop (replacing the now 
lost post box that was outside the now closed village shop), 
AND urge the Post Office to enable Brent Knoll Community 
Shop to restore services lost when the Brent Knoll Post Office 
was closed. 
NAME   ADDRESS    SIGNATURE 
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Update from Tessa Munt, MP for Brent Knoll 
It was fab to meet up with Martin and Eleanor Thatcher at the 
National Association of Cider Makers’ event in Parliament.  
Martin, the NACM’s Chair, spoke passionately about the 
importance of cider-making and its contribution to the economy 
and the environment.  Cider-makers need details of changes to 
labelling and recycling regulations to plan for the future.  I’ll do 
what I can to press Ministers to explain what’s wanted and by when. 
Whilst the Government has partially reversed its disastrous Budget announcement on 
Business Rates rises for pubs and hospitality venues, it’s clear support for the wider tourist 
industry is needed.  My colleagues and I will continue to raise this with Ministers. 
Having received messages from local Childminders, I pressed the Treasury to reinstate the 
10% wear and tear tax allowance for this group of workers.  Their homes are put through their 
paces with children’s potty training, learning to eat with a knife and fork, drinking from an 
open cup and indoor play.  It’s important that this allowance is reinstated or an alternative put 
in place for those who offer home-based childcare. 
I’m honoured to have been elected Chair of the All-Party Parliamentary Group on ME.  Since 
becoming your MP, I’ve pressed the Government to reverse decades of neglect for those with 
this condition.  I’ll work with colleagues cross-Party so ME receives the long overdue 
investment into research it needs.  
As ever, if you have anything you’d like to raise, please contact me.  A full list of my surgeries 
is available when you call or email me, but these are your most local: 

Wednesday 4th March from 
19:00 to 20:00 at The Windmill 
Bar & Bistro, Edithmead 
Friday 6th March from 12:00 
to 13:00 at The Brent Knoll 
Inn, East Brent 
Friday 27th March from 15:30 
to 16:30 at The Wellington 
Arms, Rooksbridge 
Monday 30th March from 
13:30 to 14:30 at Rich’s Cider 
Farm, Watchfield  
No appointment is necessary - 
it’s first come, first served. If 
you can’t come to meet me, I’ll 
come to see you.  Thank you. Tessa 
You can contact me: 
Call: 01934 440639 
(answerphone outside office 
hours) 
Email:  
tessa.munt.mp@parliament.uk 
Post:  Tessa Munt Freepost  
       (you won’t need a stamp!) 
To keep updated on my 
work as your MP, find me on 
Facebook, Instagram, 
Bluesky and LinkedIn.
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Diary for March Page 
  2nd SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  
  2nd Short Mat Bowls Club [Mondays] Harris Room, Parish Hall   2.00-4.00pm 8 
  2nd Pilates [Mondays] Nuttall Room, Parish Hall   6.15pm  
  3rd Burnham/Cheddar Bus [Tuesdays] Brent Street/Burton Row   9.30-2.30pm  
  3rd “Chatty Café” [Tuesdays] Lympsham Pavilion 10.00-1pm’ish 31 
  3rd  Parish Surgery Jubilee Room, Parish Hall 10.00-12noon 7,8 
  3rd “Giselle” ballet The Ritz Cinema  32 
  4th Pilates [Wednesdays] Nuttall Room, Parish Hall   8.30am  
  4th Parish Council – Public Session Jubilee Room, Parish Hall   7.00pm 7 
 Parish Council Meeting to follow immediately   7 
  5th Green Waste Collection [Thursday] Your House   Early!!  
  5th Fish & Chips Village Green Car Park   5.00-7.00pm 3 
  5th B&H Choral Society [Thursdays] Methodist Hall, BoS   7.30pm  
  5th All-Sorts Choir [Thursdays] East Brent Village Hall   7.30-9.15pm 7 
  6th Burnham/Cheddar Bus [Fridays] Brent Street/Burton Row   9.30-2.30pm  
  6th Short Mat Bowls Club [Fridays] Harris Room, Parish Hall   2.00-4.00pm 8 
  7th Annual Churchyard Clear Up St Michael’s Churchyard   9.30am 12,23 
  7th Hand Bell Ringing Group [Saturdays]  Ivyclad Hall 10.00am  
  7th Gathering Commander afternoon Jubilee Room, Parish Hall 12noon-6pm 50 
  7th Community Shop Quiz Parish Hall   7.00pm 2,52 
  9th SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  
  9th Meet & Eat  Nuttall Room, Parish Hall 12.30pm 16 
  9th Parish Hall Committee meeting Jubilee Room, Parish Hall   7.30pm 31 
11th Tea & Chat Front Vestry, St Michael’s Church   2.30pm 16 
12th Deadline for April Brent Knoll News   12.00 noon 54 
14th Bazaar, Farmers’ Market & Parish Café   Parish Hall 10.00-12noon 31,43 
14/15th Pop Up Shop & Open Day Brent Knoll RSPCA 10.00-3pm 50 
15th Mothering Sunday   2 
16th Recycling & Rubbish Your House   Early!!  
18th Brent Knoll Companions: Harris Room, Parish Hall   2.30pm  
18th Provisional Parish Council Meeting Jubilee Room    7.00pm 7 
19th Green Waste Collection [Thursday] Your House   Early!!  
19th Fish & Chips Village Green Car Park   5.00-7.00pm 3 
20th Mobile Library [Friday] Old Post Office   9.15-9.45am 
21st Book Fair (with refreshments) Parish Hall 10.00-4pm 12,31 
21st Quiz Red Cow   7.30pm 53 
22nd Book Fair (with refreshments) Parish Hall 10.00-4pm 12,31 
23rd SORT IT+ Recycling Your House   Early!!  
26th Women’s Society Sanders 12 noon 16 
28th ‘Sausage Sizzler’ Nuttall Room, Parish Hall 10.00-12 noon 2,8 
29th British Summer Time begins - clocks go forward one hour 
30th Licensing of RobynGolden-Hann St Mary’s, Berrow   7.00pm 3,4,12,27 
31st “Siegfried” opera The Ritz Cinema   5.15pm 32 
Deadline for the April 2026 Issue –  
All contributions to be received by noon on Thursday 12th March, to:- bob@flockman.com 
The Brent Knoll News welcomes all contributions.  Views expressed are those of individual 
contributors and do not necessarily reflect the view of the editor or the standpoint of the Brent 
Knoll News.  The Brent Knoll News does not endorse or recommend businesses that 
advertise in this publication.  The Editor reserves the right to edit or amend any contribution. 
BRENT KNOLL VILLAGE WEBSITE: www.brentknollvillage.co.uk 
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info@fleximediauk.co.uk
        Bridgwater • TA7 8NY

Want to be 
BE SEEN?

imedia
GRAPHICS • WEBSITES • PRINT

Fleximedia offers  professional 
graphic design, file preparation 
for print or websites and image 
digitising. Services range from 
pre-press checks to bespoke 
design and specialised services 
like vectorising or retouching 
images.Common options 
include file checks and 
comprehensive design 
assistance 

Get in touch:  
n	Website design & hosting
n Graphics / bespoke artwork
n	Print / Prepress checks 	
n	Imposition service to prepare 		
	 books/ catalogues for production
n	Photoshop / image retouching

Bespoke 

Design Service

costs from £35

Get in touch if you need graphics 

for print or online uses and 

want some help to bring your 

ideas to life!


